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14 species identified, 6 were whales and 8 were dolphins. The temperature and feh 2
six whales include 5 species of baleen whales and one species of surface salinity) were considered.
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B For recording the maximum depth at which the animal was
sighted, Simrad EK 60 Echo-sounder of frequency 38 kHz was ﬂ,(
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OB g O by scanning with naked eye and the cruise tracks were determined by the needs of other project. } '
interspersed with a Nikon 10 x 50 mm CPWP handheld binocular Hence the marine mammal surveys can be termed as W The southeastern Arabian Sea was the second most diverse area,
yli alatiees.of mbag afsGh a6 GolAdeans i opportunistic. The study area included the coastal, continental from where four species of cetaceans, namely Stenella
:;r;.s :grens[;tguftl:é 00 'ndian EEZ during 20082010 ol shelf and oceanic waters of the Indian EEZ and the Sri Lankan {ongirostris, Tursiops aduncus, Delphinus capensis and Sousa
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300 mm lens was ] E E m A total of 93 cetacean sightings were recorded in 1307 hours of (Tursiops aduncus and Stene_ua longirostris were the most
employed to capture g § § i observation effort in 191 days in the Northeastern Arabian Sea, abundant and widespread species. Among delphinids, the spinner
appearances  of g Southeastern Arabian Sea, Northern Bay of Bengal, Southern Bay dolphin was dominant in terms of abundance, whereas Indo-
cetaceans in the : of Bengal, Andaman Sea and southern Sri Lankan Sea (Indian Pacific bottlenose dolphin was the most dominant species in terms
form of spouts, Ocean). of number of records.
dorsal fin, flipper, upper body, fluke. m  The sightings included the following species: Stenella longirostris m  Among large whales Balaenoptera musculus was the most
®  Data on the distribution of cetaceans were collected along with (spinner dolphin), Delphinus capensis (long-beaked common abundant species with wide distribution. The sperm whales
related environmental variables. dolphit) Ssotia ehinersls (loceacliG b b R e L Physeter macrocephalus are found mare in the i Lankan Sea
5 s ch3ilaps : d d : Grampus griseus (Risso's dolphin), Tursiops aduncus (bottlenose ¥ P L
imrad GN33 GPS navigator was used ta record geogr aphical dolphin), Stenella attenuata (Pantropical spotted dolphin), B Cetaceans are found to have a very wide geographical distribution
pesltion ot apial iehied atee, Balaenoptera musculus (blue whale), Physeter macrocephalus in the Indian EEZ and the contiguous seas. Abundance and species
m  Cetaceans were identified to the lowest taxonomic level possible (sperm whale), Pseudorca crassidens (false killer whale) and richness are greater in the southeastern Arabian Sea and southern
based on descriptions in FAO field guide (Jefferson, 1993, 1998). Orcinus orca (killer whate). ori-Lankan waters whereas and relatively sparse in other surveyed
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S : : ®  An important observation made during this survey was the first

sighting of Longman’s beaked whale (Indopacetus pacificus)

(southern Bay of Bengal), Killer whale (Orcinus orca) from Andaman
sea and Blue whale (Balaenoptera musculus) from Arabian sea,
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