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PROBLEMS RELATED TO SEED PROCUREMENT FOR CULTURE OF MARINE
EDIRLE BIVALVE MOLLUSCS:

CRASSOSTREA MADRASSENSIS AND MY ILUS (=PERNA) VIRIDIS

K. VIRABHADRA RAO "

Procurement of adequate quantities of seed is an essential
primary step in undertaking culture practices of economic species
of bivalve molluscs, This applies not; only in respect of molluscan
species but eqa:l.ly well to all other aguatic living resources as
the erustaceans and finfishes, i

Procurement of seed helps establishing fresh farms in suitable
grounds having similar environmemtal conditions as the ariginal
habitat ar planting them in the existing farms at favoiurable loca-

. ticns to substantially :mcreé.se the yields, It he];pap:‘omt.ion of

export trade in selected varieties possessing qual::.ties of consumer
preferences, Sced occupy much less space and withstand the strains
of transpart better then the adult shellfish, Seed in some ean be
conditioned for exposure over tolerably long periods of time outside
water to enable their being carried to long distances as from one
coutry to another, Seed can be colleated fisom natural habitats
using appropriate methods ar produced in hatcharies by employing
advanced sciemtific techniques of induced treeding by suitable
means and rearing of the resultant larvae to the stage of
settlement as seed ar spat feeding them on sclected species of
algal cultwes, Althoush the methods for these purposes developed
outside this cowrtry.arc broadly knbm, the requirements of the
individwal species vary a good deal and the techniques have there-
fore to be modified and perfected far the local speciés to respond
favourably.
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CCLLECTION OF SEED FROM NATURAL SOURCES

Seed fram well established natwral shellfish beds -8 usually
abundant bub their satisfactary procurement depex;ls upQ Many
factors, The farmdr should have precise kmowledge of aere, when.
and how best to collect the seed of the species in gsStiom,

S of o3 t_on cultch: Much resear¢ has gone into
‘problems related to oyster cultu.re in France, Ehﬂand United States
of America, Canada, Australia, Japan, Philippirs and other maritime
coutries where certain species arc regularlyultwred, viz.,

Ostrea edulis and Crassostrea angulata in BWope, C. virginica and /@
.Q._ in Japan and C. commercialis in pstralia. C. madrasensis g
: cpltm-ed in India in recent yerS On quite a small scale,
Faced u:i:t.h the problem of denudation of once productive beds,
H'amw the first country to har successfully established

oyster cultwre on an industrisl %2sis as early as the middle of
nineteenth c-entry. Tt was p~ognised that collection of seed was

an impartant aspect of cyWe. Wooden planks coated with pitch,
otha"rﬁﬁ;@iala; me‘ved roofing tiles, and roofing tiles with

a coabing ‘of Mme g2 sand were tried and of these the last mentioned
item proved to v efficient for after spat setting and a period
inmdtial growth, the spai could be flaked off and the tiles recoated
with lime mixure to be wsed over again, Japan used mostly bamboo
twigs fixed in tidal flats ar scallopshells or even oyster shells
strung on wire in gorlard fashion and fixed on stakes in suitable
locatims. In Umitod Siatos of America and Canada ard also 4n

Brope mostly dead oyster shells arc made use of s In Australia

spat are caught on stones spread or & grounds in shallow waters,

The choice of cultch depends to a large oxtent on the local availabi-
1lity of the material ocbtaimable at reasonably low cost, Cultch should
be clean far the larvee to sebtle and seb as spat.

Culbch should be laid at appropriate time when the larvae are
big enough to settle, If it is placed too early in water silt would

settle and render it wmsuitable far spat settlement, and if it is
/ec, in the United States of
ca and Canada,
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placed late the absence of the larvae*in the environment-would
defeat the very purpose far which the culteh is laid, The treeding
period or periods should be correetly nssessed. *In temperate waters
rise in watar temperatures gives an indication of approaching
breeding time. After spawning in the case of oviparous species or
swarming in the laviparous ones,*two to three weeks -tinifa' would be .
required for complebing the larvel dovclopment to attain the partlf
crecping and partly swimming stage knowm as the pediveliger which
now settles on the culteh laid or in the absence of it on any ha,'t'c'l4
material at the substratum and caplares the spot for a while: - =4

3

creeping by its foot, If the spot is clean it moves to its-und 4
surface and ‘attaches itsclf with the left valve to the surface ofg
adhesion, fixation being secwred by a rapidly hardening exudation
from a gland at the foot base. Internal chinges follow rapidly and
the spat thus settled is a miniatwro oyster fixed to one spot.

The location wharc good setting takes place in the naigh= -
bowrhood of oyster beds are in the diroction towards which currents
flow cirrying thdlarvac and these have to be ascartaimed while
laying the cultch., Favowsble localitics far spat setting ave
usudly several in the vieindby of a single large bed, « Cultch has -
tharefore to be 1aid in scveral places simultancously to obtain
adequate qugntities of spat, :

Spawning ar ét-ml‘wd_ng of the adult "oysters,.rate of cie;vélop—
mont dwation of larval life, and sctting intensities are determined
by factars like fluctuations in water temperatwres, morked though
not small changes in salinity media, availability of food and changing
phases of the moon, In the backwaters and estuaries seasonmally cub
off from the sea by sand bars, commmication established with the
gea after the monsoon rains pramotes breeding and larval sebting.
Infarmation centres for collection of rel evnt envn'roméntal data and
roparting the same to aquaculturists as is being done in Japan would
help a great deal to undartake timely field operations.
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Crassostrea madrasensis occwring on the southern and central

regions of the east and the west coasts is an oviparous species.
There are no larviparous edible oyster species of commercial impar-
tance in the Indian waters, The spat are collected on lime and sand
coafed tiles.and reared in trays in the well laid owb experimertal
oyster farm of the Central Marine Fisharies Research Institute at
Tuticor in where the adult marketable size is attained in about a
year, The Japanese oyster Cradsostrea gigas is introduced into the
‘United States, Canada, Central and South America gs well as some -
of the European countries be'causc of its faster rate of growth than
the indigenous species in those cowrtries, Conditioning the spat of
the Madras oyster far trangparting and  marketing them in other oyster
g:&iﬂ.ng countries may be tried because it ‘grows even faster than
C. glgas. |

Seed of the ses mussel: The mussels cultured in BEuwope are the
Mlantie spécies Mytilus edulis and the Mediterranean species M.
@lloprovineialis. ©On the Pacific coast of Narth America occurs

M. californdanus and off Japan M. grassitosta, the exploitation

of both of which is low due to consumer preference far other bivalve
speciss a.vafl;_"lable in abyndance, Among other mussel species are the
green xussel, Mytilus viridis (Syn. Perna viridis) and the brown
mussc., P, indica both of which are regularly utilized as food in
India ty the eoastal populations who have developed a liking far
them anc She mussels are being cultured on seientific ldnes to 2
limitec extent in demonstration farms of the Central Marine Fisheries
Fesearch Institutc's Research Gemtre at some places both on the east
ard the west coast of the coumtry (Madras, Calicut and Vizhinjam).
M¢ %ridis extends its distribution beyond the Indian territory to
Singaere where attempts are made to culture the species.

T France where mussel cultwre is an anciont practice seed
¢ollection is resarted to by the "bouchot™ system of cultwe with
twigs Lterfioven in V-shaped fasicnin the muddy tidal flabs parallel
to coass line., The seed sebting on them grow not only very fast, but
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they are also free from the attacks of predatars and pests which
normally take a large toll when they_are lying an the substratum.
Kong the Northern coast of France stout 4 m. long ook poles are
used as stakes, Ropos upon which musscl seed are allowed to set
are spirally twisted round the poles, 4s rnus:e.el:a grow, thinning is
done, To prevent the mussels falling off they are put in narrow
long net bags which are in turn tied to the poles. This helps the
younger mussels time enough to securt fresh attachment sy their
byssus threads. ; .

The musscl culture indwstry of Spain has made fapid strides
since the Post-=Second Warld War years when they a.dapted the ra
cultwe method in the very productive waters of the (hllclan Bays %
and her present annual production has come to rank the highest
~ among the mussel producing countries of the warld, The rafts are
wooden platfarms mounted on sturdy floats (filbreglass. mol;i?_a_ﬂ_ o
bear wooden poles fixed to frame vork and they jet oub to aupport
ropes which hang down into waters. The smaller rafts (20 n x.20 m)
suppart suspension of 500 ropes ench and the largar ones. 1;0*1‘(')00
ropes. Seed settle on them and grow on these ropes, . When setting

<

is poar seed from elsewhere are supplemerrbeg.

In Philippincs seed are carefully hand-picked from the
natwral enviromment by cubting out the byssus bub not by pulling
them out of their attachment, They are put in bamboo_trdys along
with same cultch and the trays are fixed to bamboo pcles above the
level of the bottom of the bay in shallow waters in such a way that
they are always immersed in water even at low tides.

In owr watars mussels seem to breed round the year bub with a
pexk season of intensive reproduction followed by profuse seed setting.
Based on observations so far made it is now known that this period of
abundant seed setting differs in diffarenmt regions along the coasts.
The seeds are at present ccllected from natural grounds by hand-picking
after the period of intonse spat scttlement,




RATSING THE SEED BY EMPLOYING HATCHERY TECHNIQJES

In the United States of America, Cinada, Britain and Japan
large scale produf'tlon of sced under fully controlled caxditions
especially of the ed:\ble oysters and to some extent other. species
of shellfish is being practised, annloylng hatchery techniques .
Inducemet of C. madragensis and \I viridis to spawn, -effecting
ferbzl:l.satlon of the spawndd oub eggs, rearing of ‘th&.. larvae through
*mr:.ous s‘b‘lges on a supply ‘of :food org:).msms and. creating conditions
far thc. gromn wp larvae to set as spat have been tried in our labaras
tarics with a cert~in mount of success, but the tech.niques have to
be standardised for production in the mtcheries an comercial scale.
Spawning can be induced by physical, chamical, mechanical, electrical
.and biglogical stimilaticns but they are not universal in their .
apphcﬂftlon ‘a8 “the responses vary with the different ‘Species .
A.large,—nunbaf of algl cultwes are generally used for feeding the
growing larvae, of but all are not equally suitable far different /@
need preliminary investigetions. With the adequate labaratory and
ficld faeilities that are being built up at the CMFRI it is possible
to initiate and carry ot successfully hatchery techniques for
augmating oyster and mussel production.

/@ shell fish species. These and many

other problems




