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Notes on a Visit to certain Islands of 
the Laccadive Archipelago, 

with special reference to Fisheries1 
BY 

V. BALAN 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Sub-station, Kozhikode-5 

(With a map) 

A visit to the Laccadives was undertaken by the author in March 
1954 a t  the suggestion of Dr. S. Jones to get a first-hand knowledge of the 
fishery conditions there and to ascertain if pelagic fishes of economic 
importance found along the Malabar Coast occur also in this area in 
appreciable numbers during the different seasons. It was felt that this 
information might be of value in any expanded programme of fisheries 
investigations taken up for the west coast of India. I was able to spend 
about a month in the Laccadives visiting the islands Agathi, Kavarathi, 
Ameni, and Kadamat. 

The information we have on the Laccadive fisheries is based on the 
observations of Alcock (1902), Hornell (1908), Ayyangar (1922), and on 
the notes given by Ellis {1924), Burton (1940), and Mathew and Rama- 
chandran (1956). 

The Laccadives consist of a group of coral islands lying betweell 
Long. 71" 40' and 74OE., and Lat. 8O and 12ON. in the Arabian Sea 
(see map). There are ten inhabited islands in all, of which the southern 
five, namely Minicoy, Agathi, Kavarathi, Kalpeni, and Androth are known 
as the Malabar Islands, and the northern five, namely Ameni, Kadamat, 
Chetlat, Kiltan, and Bitra are called the Amindivi or S. Kanara Islands, 
The inhabitants of all the islands are Muslims. Except for the people 
of Minicoy who speak Mahl dialect, the others are settlers from Malabar 
and speak Malayalam. Besides these islands, there are a few uninhabited 
ones which are frequented by the islanders for fishing operations. 

There is no regular transport facility between the islands and the 
mainland of India. The journey was, therefore, undertaken in a country 
craft or odam named ' Hydrose '. On the morning of 21st March our 
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