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T he book "C ag e  A qu acu lture  in 

India" authored by Drs, G. Syda Rao, 
Imelda Joseph, K.K. Phiiipose and M. 
Suresh Kumar and published by the 
C entral M arine F ish er ies  R esearch 
Institute  (CM FRI) is a m onum ental 
work. This is the first comprehensive 
publication on the subject. Confined 
fresh and brackishwater bodies such 
as ponds are being fully or in some 
cases  over-explo ited  creating  
environm ental problems. The world 
is looking to farming of fish in open 
w aters, w hether  they be fresh or 
marine, to meet the increasing demand 
for fish not only in India, but also all 
over the world. Cage farming of fish in 
freshwater fish started sometime back 
in India  on a sm all-sca le  but for 
various reasons could not take off on a 
commercial scale.

Recent success in breeding and seed 
production of high value marine finfish 
by scientists of CMFRI and some other 
ag encies  have opened v istas  for 
mariculture and underlined the need 
for development of technologies for 
farm in g  of these sp ecies  in m arine 
cages that are su itab le  for Indian  
conditions and at the same time could 
be sustained by small farmers/fisher 
communi ties/en trepreneurs. Scien tis ts 
of CMFRI have made this dream come

true by  d ev e lo p in g  ca g e  f a r m in g  
technologies  for d ifferent sp e c ie s  of 
finfish and shell fish, for the first time 
in India.

The book, divided in to 15 chapters, 
covers a broad sp ectru m  o f  a sp e c ts  
that need  to be ta k e n  in  to 
co n s id e ra t io n  for s u c c e s s f u l  ca g e  
farm ing .  T h e  ch a p ters  e n c o m p a s s  
detailed accounts on site selection for 
in s ta l la t io n  of c a g e s  in c lu d in g  
e n v iro n m e n ta l  asp ects ;  e n g in e e r in g  
asp e cts  that have to  be ta k e n  in  to 
c o n s id e ra t io n  in b u i ld in g  co s t -  
effective cages that could be sustained 
by fishing/farming co m m u n it ie s  and 
small entrepreneurs; insta lla tion  and 
m a in te n a n c e  of cag es ;  g r o w - o u t  
fa rm in g  p rac t ice s  for  h ig h  v a lu e  
species such as seabass (Lates calcarifer), 
Cobia (Rachycentron canadum ), m ullets 
M u gil sp s j ,  P e a r lsp o t  (E tro p lu s  
s u ra ten s is ) ,  etc., c a p tu r e - b a s e d  
a q u a cu ltu re  for f a t t e n in g  sp in y  
lobsters, snappers, etc.;  s u ita b le  and 
c o s t -e f fe c t iv e  feed s and  fe e d in g  
regimes; precautions need to be taken 
for h ea lth  m a n a g em e n t o f  c u ltu r e d  
stock and control of d iseases ;  so c io ­
e c o n o m ic  a sp ects  that p la y  an 
im p o r ta n t  role in s u s ta in a b le  ca g e  
farm ing and; o ffshore-cage system s. 
C age f ish  farm in g  in  o p e n - a c c e s s

w a te r s  ra is e s  issues of proprietary 
r ights  and  the publication raises the 
need for appropriate policies.

The b ook  also provides details on 
h o w  to ra ise  fry/fingerlings for 
stocking in cages. The authors provide 
c a s e  s t u d ie s  of successful 
dem onstration  of cage farming under 
taken by C M F R I in Andhra Pradesh, 
G u ja ra t ,  K arn atak a ,  Kerala, Odisha 
and Tam ilnadu.

The authors have written this book 
b ased  on  th e ir  experience over the 
y e a r s  in s u c c e s s fu l  designing and 
dem onstration of commercially viable 
cag e  f ish  farm ing , which makes the 
p u b lic a t io n  as a practical guide for 
those who wish to take up cage farming 
T h e  2 4 0  p ag e  book is profusely 
illustrated with photographs and line 
d ra w in g s  w h ich  makes it easy for 
every on e  to understand and practice 
the avocation. The book is a must for all 
th ose  w h o  are interested in cage 
aqu acu lture .

Those interested in getting the book 
can  c o n ta c t :  Director, CMFRI
E rnaku lam  North PO, P.B, No. 1603, 
Cochin 682 018, India.
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