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Bn‘ds and Blrd Catchers Of Ramanathapuram Coast

RS Lal Mohan, : M.S¢...

The Ramanathapuram -coast with its long stretch of coast line hasmanymud fiets, fagoonas

dnd estuaries, These ecological nitches. attract a great. variety of: coastal birds, some of them come
from distant places Hke Siberia and Chinese coast. Recognising no national boundries these blrds. visit
our coast for food as their piace of birth becomes too cold from them Iiva. ‘The common among them
are the terns and plovers.* S

“The plrimitive 'man lived ‘on -enimal Hesh, Notwithstanding the civilisation meking - great strides
in the standard -of Kving and the quality of life. somé people yet live on the wild animats for their
exlstencé The ‘*Narikuravas’, the bird catchers belong to the nomadic <tribe,  iil-clad, - itifed -and
ifiiterdte. ‘They have no house ito ‘live and ‘move: from - place to pface. aften follo*mng ‘the birds on
which they subsist,

The-'g;common implement. they use ave the .clap traps, catapault, nooses and.-the pole nets.
The: eHficlemoy  of their nets have increased with the use of nylom mets. The clep traps can be used
for tatciing about 20 fo 40 birds-at a time. It is made of nylon net of witth:ebout: - meter suppesiedisy Bambos
poies of dengthit meter, The total length of the net may be 10to 15 meters. The fost rope and . the
Heatit “ropes ave attached:to andron wire. Coy birds both live and ‘stufféd wre kept -withfs ihe et Tie
bleds are - ustally - blinded Iy tylng Hssir-eye lids with ‘the rachis ‘of thelr deathors wnd . stunnémg
them by defivering a hand blow on e haad.. The birds thus made itactive stand sbill -attracting the
overflying birds. When sufficient number of birds land within the net, it is closed by -wéleasing
the wire by the bird-catcher sitting at the far end of the wire. The birds thus trapped are
collected in a narrow mouthed basket.

The birds commonly caught are terns and plovers, each weighing about 80-150 g- The birgs

tﬁng a delicacy with the local people, itis sold at a rate of Rs.3. per pair. The occurrence of the

b‘h'ds is highly seasonal and varles from species to spécles. However ‘thé. coshmon: derms-amd plovers
dgmur along the coast during the months of July to September when the low liyng areas and the miig
fldts get exposed. During this time the fishes and other aquatic animals caught in the shallow pogle
betome an easy prey to the birds. Often these birds migrate in large numbers. Most of them comre
for feading from their distant homes as the climate in these places become unfavourable for them
Biing warm blooded animals they cannat withstand the very cold climate touching below zero degrie
cahtnqrada in places like Slberia during tha winter, Foad also become scarce in these places for
tl-gaoe birds during thass times. J-lance,_they m1grate tathe plaqes wath. warm climate having enouqh
faod for them, v EE . , i

R t is estimated that as much as 50 mecies ‘of imigratdry birds visit Ramanathapuram and Pol;lt
Cﬁllmer from places like Siberia, Caspian Sea, European and Chinese coasts. Migration of these biigs
abe confirmed by the recovery of the tags. These tags "are aluminium rings with inscriptions and ane
ail!ached to the legs | of the b|rds Recently two such tags were recovered from the sandwich tam

H "A.ﬁl i £ - i' j i - "*’
.. * The list of birds s gwen by Dr. R.Sugathan, Project Officer Avian Research Project (BNHEY
Point Calimer, Tamilnadu.
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(Sterna sandvincensis) fram Dhanuggodi. These terns wenghmg about 100 g were tagged from Russians
coast,

Recognising the damage Inflicted -on these migrating birds by the- bird catchers to whom these
birds fall an .easy prey, the catching coastal birds is banned by the Gpvt, of ‘India. But inspite of
the ban, the birds are caught as this profession has becore a traditioml livelihood for the Narikura-
vas who live far below the poverty line. Unless an alternative avocation is offered to them it will
not be possible to sava the migratory birds from being ceught. it has/been estimated that about 30%
of the birds enly return fo their nasting grounds affer completing their wintering migration.

it 8 amazing o note that jJii:»w thea‘é birds--migrate"to the disiarit_ places covering more than
5000 K. M. and return ¢o the same-place for nesting. Though the sgjentists are trying to explain
this phenomena, the intercontinental migratian of birds is stiil shrouded with mystery..
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SHORE BIRDS OF RAMANATHAPURAM COAST

Common Name /

Habltat

“Stalus |

b
No - Scientific Name/ Size Field characters
- Local Name:
1 - Liftle coromorant 51 ¢m A black - duck like bird floating or' Both fresh as well as salt water areas,] R.
(Phalacrocorax niger) (20") diving. Silvery grey with long stiff sand banks and rocks etc. _
- tail and slender compressed sharply:.
hooked bill with white patch on the :
' throat . . _ _ ;
2 Grey Heron 90 ¢cm A large heron with long bill, neck: Shallow water both salt and fresh, includ-| M/R
' (Ardea cineros) (36™) and fegs; Grey above, head and neck ing shore and marshes_ river beds ete.
- T white, under parls greyish white , Co _ _
3 . Pond heron 46 cm An egret — like bird which is totally Seawore. back waters. Paddy fleids swamps R
(Ardeola grayii) (18" coegouﬂagw .garthy brown when at and marshes _
4 Large Egret 88 cm - Large whlte heron with !ong neck, Iong Shallow |agoons edges of lakes river banrcs. RiM
(Egretta albs) (35") black legs, yellow above the “Knee", estuaries, swamp etc. .
, . black bill with yellow base _
5 Small Egret 45 cm Shghtlr Smaller than large Egret. Habitat is same as that of large egre 1 RiM
(E. intermedia) (26') Bilt black yellow at the base. Legs : oo :
: . and feet dusty black, greenish on
the joints and tibia. - | |
6 tittle Egret 63 em Medium-sized slim heron, with thin- Shallow lakes and poots, banks of 'slow | R’
(E. garzetta) (25"} bill and slender neck. Pure white, flowing river, fresh and salt marshes, fiooded '
. . with long plumes pn haad. back, sed 4and, esiuaries eic. |
chest in dvwoetling -senson, Bill and
_ legs black feet yellow. - oo _ -
7 - Reaf Heron 63 cm This bird is seen in two colour phases lsolated or two's andthrees along the shore' RIM
{gularis) (25" in adult. (1) Pure white'g) slaty grey line, marshes, salt Swarhps ete.

to slaty blue wiith a te neck and -
upper foreneck. White phase indistin-
guishable from little Egret except by

" _rnore 301|tary habitand sea, ooast habit
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Koon bill
(Platalea leucorodia
i’ﬁ"i‘ "3 ‘.1\)10'

F!ammgo
(Phoenicopterus roseus)
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(mfvus mlgrans)
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65 cm
{26 b4
&5 cm*
(22}

38 cm

(15"
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‘ upper back'snd Breast, B
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with a skinney yellow face. The white
coat is. .barred - with metallic green

and black, above -wing and tail black

Wlth a rose pink near .the tail -

A pure white bird w:th iong neck
legs with'a " lang - flat biack and yellow
speoon-simped  bifl. . Cinnamon - yellow
mmrrfat the base cf fore nack naked
Ilow throat. .

A rosey whlte hird wﬂh iong snake,

‘like neck with massive pink 'sharply,

down curved br’n Iong Iegs

ﬁl s long nec;]'ed ,clabbhng duck.
alé ‘has fong central tail feathers
.Ghocpjate - brqwn head throat,

hite. -4
Jyggeggﬁgﬁguv Q'necﬁerng re

ing. -Female Sfln}_r,_‘thm Béck, pointed o

tall grey bill

X AP

.sma‘uer sglerder duck Moltled: biiows;
vwith. streak fromi eye o :nape; gremsh
‘gides and white: belfey :contrast : with
“brown breast. Fermmbe similar to male
but w;th pale spot at base of bill
“more pronounced eyebrow. and palar

: wings in fllght

Common dark - fulvous brown hawk
with a deeply forked tail, Black bill,
yellow cere and gape, Iower mandible

“yellow or greanish yellow Iegs and feet
bﬁle yel ow e

fu-_..«'

'ut; hlrd w‘iﬂ} whita head neck,
rown’ abdomen
Wings are with black tips. Horn bluish

bill with paler tip. and 'eet dull
yellow, Gfeylsh or mish vellow.

r% ad heavy blrd wrth aheavy_
yél W blll shghtly down curved at Tip

-Seen freeq
fields and ne

Arourd shgllow water, rear sea shore. salt
marsh paddy f:eld drymg ponds etc

Rivers, tide! creek, swampss, Marshes etc.

t.i_dalu_'mud flats on the sea shore

i

1F
T

Vegetated lakes, ponds marhes and swampy"

wetlands.

Nelghbour hood of human habltatlon fushmg
industry and refuse dumps.

along sea. shore,
abltatlon

Goasts, estuaries salt marshes efc. -

paddy |
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Salt water lake lagoons, salt pans estuaries,
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Golden Plover
{Pluvialis dominics)

Little ringedplover
(Charadrius. dubius)

Kanitizh pl
Wrius afoxandrinus)

Lesser sand Piover
(Charadtius monglus)

Whimbrel
(Numsnius phseopus)

m:m b’hqau)

e R

28cm
(1™

25¢cm
(10")

15cm
(6%
16em

(6")

19cm
(7”)
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Lar 6. ash ec{ brown ‘eagle w“gi white
and Onder parts. Female is
r magwgnale“Bﬂl s?‘arkhlgaadtgn. Leigg
yellowish white greys

arker ¢ M

Ome of the -bi'ggest-'p'ldvefrs with Grey-
white speckle on mantle and wings.
Grey ander. ;wing marked at all seasons
by black - axtharies ’

Dark above, specided with golden-yellow,
Mare black but less white on face and
under parts. wing axtends well beyond
tail at rest Grey buff under wing and
axiflaries.

ller than ed plovsr with some
m smalar %j:‘q and In . flight

lacks white wing !l dark; legs
pale yellow, prom nent ye low eye-ring

su{ypucal plover; breast . band lacking.
has a small black patch at either
side of the breast, White wing bar
and white outer !asl feathers show in

flight.

A greyish brown bird with white face,
unger parts and wing bar; a dark brown
mark on lore, below eys, and on ear
coverts.: Besk black, legs dark grey or
gréenah mey

it is sma!ler than curlew, shorter beak

Qistin _easily from .all other
&ore%:r 8. by their long slender,
rved b alr.s combined With large

.shere birds 1tis
alstingushed rogrr;"’}t whimbrel’ ang large
size comparitively short bill a dark

firown divided by mgdian broken pale
ne e

Sea const, tidﬁémeks and estuaries,

Open shore lines, estuaries, and mud flats*
Seldom found on land. ;

Ploughed fields and mostly drier areas:
along the coastal bell.

Marshes, lagoons and coasts.

Sandy and muddy shorelines, estuaries,:
lagoons and saftpans. Normally not far from!
the sea; breeds on beaches and dried out:

tagooos. ;

favour, the;
seashore, mud-flats salt marshes and open:
pastures. Flocks number in up to handreds!
feed in scattered formation but mass into.
compact flughts when disturbed. :

They are often seen estuaries, lagoons, and
slat flats all around the cost, but is not
common in the wet zone. It prefers salt or
brakish waters to fresh, and does not nor-
mally range inland to any distance.

)t frequents the muddy or &lony shores,
Iatgoon's. creeks, tidal flats and low pastures
etc.

It frequents, with about equal

T
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Blacktailed Godwit
(Uaoc;n lfmou)
‘-“1. 1 i‘\ L) tre "' i

Bartailed Godwit

(Limoss lapponics) -

Common snipe
(Gallimego galiinago)

TR

Common Redshank
(Trings “‘."”“‘_"’

Common Sandpipe

(Trings nypckum} :

28cm
(11"

30 cm
@2v)

19 cm

e

Ay

A largg wader dark sandish bmwh
abové whitigh below wi alon% gjet
slishti? gurved rom
rtailed wtt this canbe digtinguished

by, much longer legs, very well - marked
m'&e wing bar, sungle. broad black
across the tm the ‘white tail.

m-wnﬂ mﬂ sal . lanuor

browrr i Al 30asens udied _white,
iy st o Vs Doy, sl
n I [2) rred

- 130 gm:ggump extends up back in

bod va..smaummma elge to

wing. - ..
Sl gréy wadar. with fong, pale gréen
e e noh e o
Earﬁs ey, flecked with black and white
I r L

Sllm. mediumesized brown and
wader that typically*ﬂsitc tail. Patch

white

S g, e

They are more of fresh water bird than
the Bartailed Godwit, seen in inland water,
shaliow - ms lagoons. mud flats, and
agtuaries, :

They are seen inlagoons and mud - flats
tidal waters, shallow creeks etc in solltary
or in twos and threes.

Swampy edges harvested paddyfield

Marshes, wet

meadows, estuaries, rocky
shores, saltpans .

Open areas, fresh water margins, estuaries,
sait water. marsh etc.

Laheslmree. fast streams ato mostl
fresh  water margine ostly - alond
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Turnstone .
(rnbe 9 Ditovores)

Knot
(Calidris canuta)

vt fagenngg

Fastern knot
(Calidris tenuirostris)

Sandérling
;Cah‘dris alba)
HOP BEL B L AR YR

F T

Little stint
Cslidris minuta)
{NT T RELERTISELY

ERERRER N RS

23 cm

@

26 cm
(10")

;o

29 cm
(111/")

20 cm
(8"

13cm
15")
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of brown on sides of breast sepera'ted
from' upperparis;. by ‘wedge - of white,
underparts; white Bill, short,: yellowish=,

greenlegs, Promipent. wing bar,. dark;

sump. and white barred - outer . tail;
feathers,.. . . I

Linique wader that finds foods by turn..
ing over seaweeds and stones ‘Short, stout ;
slightly up curved bifl, and short, orange -
legs, summer plumage, boid rustbrown,
black and white is highly effective
comouffage; in winter, becomes gener-
ally duller - - - S

Medium - sized ;wadei', with 'stockyf

build and short neck; - legs, and bill. in
summer, deep chestnut-red below. In-
winter grey above and whitish below
white wing -bar and. tail .

Light brownish grey,-bird, boldly strea-
ked with " black. Lower back, rump
und upper tril-coverts

and upper breast streaked or spotted.
with dark brown,

A ‘short-bilted, active liltle wader that!

follows breaking waves in and-out, Rusty-
krown on.back; lacks eys-stripe;. under
parts white, with dark, rusty streaks on.
breast almost forming compléte pectoral
band. In ilight, shows very . bold white.
A tiny, very active version. of Dunlin,
Short straight bill and short black legs..
Ouring breeding upperparts beldiy edged.
with rufous and buff; rufpus streaking
on breast and white belly. Underparts
white with faint streg‘k\ g on sides of
breast. In flight, shows wing bar and
grey outer tail feathers.

dark  brown'’,
scalloped with white, much broadly on’
the last. Under parts -white, foreneck

Open dry areas near ses and rocky shores;

Found on estuaries and along open shores

Seen along tidal mudflats and creeks on
the sea coast Also in the mud flat along
with curlew, sand piper and litlle stints.

They frequents open sandy or some timesq.

rocky - shore. S

Open marsh, small pools, seashore and on |

coastal - marshes efc.
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Dunlin
(Calidris alpinus)

e

‘Curlew “sandpiper

(Calidris testaceus)

Broadbiiled Sandpiper
(Limicols falcinellus)

Ruft and Reeve
(Philomachus pugnix)

18cm

@)

19em
(74")

16cm

(61!231 )

The standard small wader. Summer

upperparts russet - brown; underparts
~white with streaked breast and promi-

“nent patch of biack on beliy. In winter,

grey-brown above, grey white = below.
Bill rather longer and slightly down
curved at tip, In flight, shows faint
wing bar, black centred rump ard tail
with grey sides. -~ _

Medium - sized wader simitar to Dunlin
but slightly larger and with prominent
white rump. In summer has deep chest-
nutied under parts. Adults are dull
grey above, Longer neck, longer legs,
more up right posture, longer decurved
_(t;:l!_!.r and more elegant shape than
nlin, -

Short-legged wader slightly smaller

“than Dunlin, with striped and bodypattern
recalling that of stripe. Dark brown

upper parts marked with double creamy

white 'V"; head has pale eyebrow that

may be divided over eye, and distinct
dark stripe through eye. Bill drooped
or kinked attip. Breast streaked, belly
white. In greyer winter plumage, head
pattern, bill shape and short legs best
distinguish it from Duntin. _ "

During breeding season sexes
can be easily seperated. Males (ruff)
have wattled face, -colourful ear-tufts.
in non breeching they look like female
(reeve);, with a prominent scaley back
pattern, due to the pale margins
of dark fathers, The bill looks rather

¢ short, for a wader, and the legs vary
~In colour from greenish yellow to red,

<ausing confusion with red shank. The
‘white' crescents on each side of the
dark tail and a .narrow white wing
bar show in flight.

Fa L

Estuaries, shore line, beaches, pools efc.) M,

Mudflats, marshes and near shoreline M

Estuaries, marshes, salt pans eic. 1 M

They preffer grassy marsh land mud flacts{ M
and padely fields. .




bt st e R

38

40

41

42

43

T T T T T e T A T N AT T LS

AL b et s 2 e AR e

Brown headed gull
(Larus brunnicephalus)

Blackheaded gull
(Lams ridibundus)

Gull-billed Tern
(Gelochelidon nilotica)

Caspian Tern
(Hydroprogne caspia)

G,(;mmon Tern -
(Sterna hirundo)

Little Tern
(Sterma albifrons)

Whiskered tern
(Chlidomias hybrids)

LN TR Y R S L TR Y

35-35em
(1 4l l_1 5!!)

38cm
(15")

53 cm
(21'")

35em
(14"

24cm
(g'llzl !)

23cm
(915"

50

In wmter the head is whtte wnth a

black spot in front of the eye dark
grey spot on. the ear coverls, and us-
vally two pale grey bands crossing the
crown, one from the hind pari of the
eye; and the other a little far’ther
back. The outer two primaries each
havmg a blg whlte spot near the. tlp

The standard hooded, small ull in
summer chocolat hood and red bnll and
legs combination of white forewing and
dark underside of primaries is diag-
nostic.. .First year birds have more ex-
tensive black tips to primaries, black
tail band, and bold white fore wing;
bili flash coloured, with dark -tips.

Large qull like tern with pale grey upper
parts and rump, white under parts,
and black cap heay, stubby, black bill
distinctive at all . seasons, in'. winter
black cap reduced to smudge behmd
eye. Legs black,

Nearly the size of a black headed
gulk Gull like flight, but dives in typical
tern fhannar, Under side primaries black.
Biack -cap -and huge icoralred bill ' dis-
tinctive -at all season, - though the cip
is® streaked with white m'twmter
R P L'

A graceful sea tern, Grey above,
paler :grey - below, . with :'white flash
below black cap, orange rad bill with
darlc tip, orange red legs, Deeply fork-
ed tail. doesnot extend beyond folcled
wings. -

Smallest of the terms distinguished by
its faster' wing ' beats and frequent
hovering like :king fisher. Legs yellow
bill yellow tipped with.- black durmg
breeding forehead white, : - St

Inwinter wings uniformly light greyabove
lass extensive black on :head and sligh-
tly longer biil.

IR T T L Y
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Confined to the seaboard and adjacen
goons and estuaries,

Coasts,
wage, reservoirs eic,

Marsh, lagoons, salt pans, coest

Beaches and small islands,
idand along large rivers.

All along the shore swamp marsh efc,

Prefers shallow brackish and fresh waters,

infand waters, rubbish dumps, se-

sea coast and
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Large crested tern
(Sterna bergii)

Lesser crested Tern
(Sterna bengalense)

Sandwich tern
{Sterna sendvincensis)

indian river tern
{Sterna aurantia)

43 cm
(161/2"")

i
¥

4
i

)

In winter the front part of the crown
is -white, spotted with black. Beak pale
greenish-yellow; irides nearby black, legs
blak with a variable amount of yellow on
the sotes and hock-joint. The size, beak-
colour and darker, more smoky - grey
back and wings, distingish this from
the smaller crested term with which
it often associates.

Very similar to large crested tern,

except in size and the crest. Smaller

the crown and the :nuchal crest wholly
black down to the eye,

Larger than Gull billed tern Black,
long and seender bill tipped with yellow.
A more pronouned nutchal tuﬂthan in
Gull billed Tern.

A slender gracefui fluviatile bird, pale
grey above, white below, with long

narrow pointed wings deeply - forked -

“swallow tail, very short red legs, and
pointed deep yellow: bill. :

Seatem frequents coastal lagoons and estu
aries ef¢, _

Offshore and coast_:

Offshore and ooast

xS

g )
%

Stretches of rivers large tanks estuaries ™

RM

[

M = Migratory; R = Resident
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