


lining units to harvest the stocks of yellowfin resource
occurring off Visakhapatnam. Many more
conversions of trawlers into long liners are in the
process. Such change overs are good for the fishery
in general and should be encouraged. However, the
growth and population characteristics of the
harvested stock have to be carefully monitored to
prevent exploitation higher than desired levels. Till
date no scientific stock assessment of the yellowfin
tuna resources available along the western Bay of
Bengal region has been made. This study has to be
taken up immediately and the fishing effort as well
as catch has to be carefully and regularly monitored.
So far, there is no marked Indian fishing effort
beyond the coastal zone except in Andaman and
Nicobar regions. Appropriate fleet of vessels has to
be introduced for sustained exploitation of fisheries
beyond territorial waters or the existing units have
to be suitably modified to take up such activities.
The exploited stocks have to be monitored and
assessed for judicious exploitation.

Water bodies have no boundaries but conflicts
among the fisherfolk of different states are causing
great concern to the fishery managers and planners.
The present system of zonation of coastal waters
based on state boundaries needs modification based
on a new set of criteria of viability that would promote
sustainability and provide equal opportunities without
imposing a disadvantage to fishermen of any of the
states concerned.

Taking up large scale cage culture in suitable
areas in the open sea using the naturally available
seed will also help in augmenting the total marine
fish production and gainfully utilize the young juveniles
which are presently brought to the shore in live
condition by the shoreseines. A concerted effort by
the implementing agencies as well as the coastal
fisherfolk of Andhra Pradesh will definitely result in
sustained harvesting of the available resources, better
exploitation of the presently under fished resources
of the region and gainful utilization of the juveniles
landed by shoreseines.

A note on the mottled fusilier Dipterygonotus balteatus
(Valenciennes, 1830) landed along Tamil Nadu coast
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U nusual landing of the mottled fusilier
Dipterygonotus balteatus was observed along

the northern coast of Tamil Nadu during July and
September 2006. Mottled fusiliers belong to the
percoid family Caesionidae. While the juveniles are
known to school together with other caesionids on
coral reefs, the adults are usually distributed in near
shore pelagic waters. D. balteatus occurs in Indo-
Pacific waters, from East Africa, off Lakshadweep,
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, to Philippines, Indo-China and
northern Australia.

Locally called as "Árna Val" (in Tamil), the fish
was landed in large quantities at Cuddalore and
Chennai by trawl boats operating at depths of
40-50 m along the coast. The area of operation
extended from Krishnapattinam in Andhra Pradesh,
up to Mahabalipuram in north Tamil Nadu. Trawl boats

Dipterygonotus balteatus landed by trawl nets
at Cuddalore
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from Cuddalore operated between Mahabalipuram
and Parangipettai in south Tamil Nadu. About 1 tonne

15



of this fish was recorded at Cuddalore on 29.07.2006,
and about 500 kg was recorded at Chennai on
07.09.2006. Although this fish is known to be
distributed along the coast, such landings have not
been reported earlier. It is usually found to occur in
stray numbers with large catches of sardines or

A note on the seasonal abundance of ‘Ghol’, Protonibea diacanthus
(Lacepede, 1802) at Bassien koliwada, Maharashtra
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P rotonibea diacanthus, locally known as ‘Ghol’
is one of the commercially important fishes of

northwest coast of India. The swim bladder of Ghol,
after sun drying, is processed into clarifying agent for
the beverage industry. The bladder of this species
fetches a very high market price owing to its excellent
quality.

Bassien koliwada situated about 66 km from
Mumbai is a landing centre where dol netters operate
exclusively. Two types of dol netters are operated
here, one with smaller cod end mesh size of 20-25
mm targeting Harpadon nehereus and the other with
larger mesh size of 60-65 mm targeting Pampus
argenteus. Ghol is landed as a bycatch in dol nets
from this area. A bumper catch of 20,059 kg. of Ghol
was landed at Bassien Koliwada (Plate 1 & 2) on
26-10-07, by a dol netter operating twenty nets in a
single haul by a 15 m boat fitted with 90 HP engine.
The fishing was carried out at a depth of 40-55 m
and at a distance of 30-35 km in the northwest coast
off jaffrabad in Saurashtra region of Gujarat. The cod
end mesh size of the dol net was 60 mm. The catch
included Pampus argenteus (380 kg), Chirocentrus
dorab (45 kg), Scombroides lysan (118 kg), Pellona
ditchella (75 kg) and Ilisha spp. (125 kg).

Out of 4,036 numbers of Ghol landed, 129
specimens ranging in total length (TL) between 660
mm and 1179 mm, weighing between 1.9 kg and
8.1 kg, were measured and the size-composition

Plate 1. Heavy landing of Ghol at Bassein koliwada
by dol net

Plate 2. Heavy landing of Ghol

anchovies. D. balteatus has also often been recorded
in the stomach contents of carnivorous fishes like
ribbonfishes and lizardfishes.

It is a small fish, growing to a maximum size of
14 cm. The size range recorded in the landings was
5 - 11 cm TL.
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