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CMEFRI project boosts black clam output in Vembanad
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Initistive by the ICAR-Cont-
ral Marineg Pisheries Ro-
search Institute (ICAR-CM-
FRI) has vielded
encouraging results in Vem.
banad Lake, with production
renching seven to eight times
the quantity af the stocked
seed

The success of the stock
enhancement  project  was
marked by a harvest festival
following a 12-month cul
ture period after five toanes
of clam seed were relald in a

yprinoddes), ome of Vem.
hmd Lake's most import-
st fishery resources, ac
counts for more than 80 per
cemt of India's toml clm
resources,

DECLINING RESOURCES
Itdirectly supports the livels
hoods of more than 6,000
hmllm. while nearly twice

many depend on allied
tahmlu linked to cham fish-
ery. The initiative ussumes
significance amid & sustained
decling in Vembanad's clam

resources due to intensive
exploitation and changing
environmental conditions,
According to CMFRI es-
thinates, the cham cutch
in the reglon fell from u peak
of 75392 vonnes in 2006 to
45,601 wonnes (n 2024, a de-

cline of ncu!y 40 per cent.
Under the , five
tonnes of

were stocked in a one-hec-
tare area in Seprember last
year, At harvest, the clams
showed good growth and a
survival rate of around 80-9%0
per cent.

The barvested stock was
equivalent to seven to
tmes the guantity of seed

Initi
Pru from the one-
bectare area b expected 10
et
laghvtiny
planped clnm stock enhance-
ment to replenish the re
wource base.

The project was implemen-
ted with lmp«m‘:’:hldy
for Scheduled Caste com
munities under the Unlon
government's  Scheduled
Caste Sub Plan (SCSP), with

with the 'Thalkkartussery

Hack Clam  Co-operative

s‘mll Director Grinson

George wid the initiative
demonstrated how scientific
regenerntion could help re-
plenish ing clam re-
sources while providing sus-
tained Hvelihood support o
hlhin.commmu.

mmi\ll mnum:

ts the potential

-? tfic  intervention to
combine resource regenera-
Ehom, ecosystem recovery aml
sustained lvelihood support
for local communites,” said
CMPRI  Senior  Scientist
Vidya R, who co-ordinated
the project.





