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India’s marine fish catch rises 3% in 2025;
Kerala records 2% growth: ICAR-CMFRI

“Tamil Nadu emerges as the top marine fish-producing state, overtaking Gujarat’

MPOST BUREAU

KOCHI: India’s marine fish
production in 2025 rose by 3
per cent to 35.7 lakh tonnes
compared to the previous
year, ICAR-CMFRI on Thurs-
day said.

According to an assessment
by the ICAR-Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute
(CMFRI), Tamil Nadu emerged
as the top marine fish-produc-
ing state, overtaking Gujarat
with 6.85 lakh tonnes.

A CMFRI statement said
Gujarat slipped to second place
after a 15 per cent decline,
attributed to adverse weather,
extended fishing bans, and
cyclonic disturbances.

Kerala remained in third
position with marine fish land-
ings of 6.24 lakh tonnes, reg-
istering a marginal 2 per cent
increase over 2024.

Among other major states,
Karnataka recorded a 44 per
cent surge in landings follow-
ing a steep decline in 2024,
while Maharashtra posted an
18 per cent increase.
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As per CMFRI's annual
marine fish landing estimates,
Indian mackerel remained the
most landed marine resource
in the country at 2.70 lakh
tonnes, followed by cephalo-
pods at 2.57 lakh tonnes and
oil sardine at 2.53 lakh tonnes.

“Cephalopods and thread-
fin breams recorded growth
of 25 per cent and 55 per cent
respectively, both reaching
decadal-high levels. Pelagic fish
accounted for 54 per cent of the
total catch, followed by demer-
sal resources, crustaceans and
molluscs, the statement said.

In Kerala, Indian oil sar-
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Kerala accounted for
around 17 per cent of India’s
total marine fish production in
2025, CMFRI said.

“Heavy rain and a cargo
shipwreck led to the loss of fish-
ing days in May and June in the
southern districts of the state,
affecting operations,” it said.

tonnes, followed by Munam-
bam with nearly 64,000 tonnes.

“Favourable environmen-
tal conditions played a crucial
role in supporting the revival
of small pelagic fish stocks
during the period. This eco-
logical advantage was further
reinforced by regulated fish-

ing pressure, leading to the
necessary time and space for
recovery, CMFRI Director Dr
Grinson George said during a
press conference in Kochi on
Thursday.

CMERI officials said that
marine fish landings generated
an estimated economic value
of Rs 69,254 crore at landing
centres across the country, up
1045 per cent, and Rs 97,702
crore at the retail level, up 8.43
per cent, indicating strong
market demand.

In Kerala, the value of
marine fish landings was esti-
mated at Rs 12,665 crore at
landing centres and Rs 16,681
crore at the retail level.

National marketing effi-
ciency improved to 70.88 per
cent, with Kerala recording the
highest marketing efficiency at
72.83 per cent, CMFRI added.

Heads of Research Divi-
sions, Dr | Jayasankar, Dr
Shoba Joe Kizhakudan, DrK §
Sobhana, Dr Josileen Jose, Dr
VVR Suresh, and Dr Krupe-
sha Sharma, attended the press
conference.



