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Krishi Vigyan Kendra (Ernakulam) functioning under Central
Marine Fisheries Research Institute (ICAR) aims at the overall
development of this district in agriculture and allied sectors.
The Kendra has linkages with all the line departments in the
district in addition to contacts with most of the Agricultural
Universities and all the ICAR institutes in the country. These
linkages helps the Kendra updated on the recent technologies in
Agriculture and allied sectors. Highly qualified professionals in
each fields of agriculture working with the Kendra facilitate to
modify these technologies suiting to local requirements by
adopting various scientific methodologies. Thus a locally viable
technology takes birth. A successful technology would be
popularized by the Kendra whereas feedback from a failure
would be sent back to research institutions for refinement. The
impact of our technology dissemination activities is visible in
the technology adoption rate by the farmers.

TRAINING PROGRAMES

Information, knowledge and technology flows to the various
end users through effective training. During the year 2009-10
the Krishi vigyan kendra organized 46 courses for 1086 trainees
on agriculture and allied sectors. The different topics covered
under fisheries were on coastal aquaculture, mud crab farming
and ornamental fish culture. Topics under agriculture included
pokkali paddy cultivation, coconut cultivation, organic
pesticide preparation for kitchen garden and scaling up of
water productivity in agriculture. Topics under home science
included value addition of fish/shrimp, value addition of fruits/
vegetables, mushroom processing and preparation of
household cleaning materials.

Krishi vigyan kendra, as the agricultural knowledge
platform for the district promotes technology transfer and
delivery through its On Farm Testing and Front Line
Demonstrations.

ON FARM TESTING

Under On farm testing (OFT), cage culture of sea bass in
polyculture systems, trial of small-scale depuration unit for
clean clam meat production, high-density planting of tissue
culture banana, farm trials of coconut climbing machine and

Itivation of new Pokkali paddy variety, V'I‘L~7(KAU) were

carried out. Nursery rearing of marine ornamental fishes and
sea bass, on-farm production of organic manure in coconut
garden and adaptability of bush cutter for harvesting of paddy
were also initiated.

FRONTLINE DEMONSTRATIONS

Front line demonstration (FLD) on cultivation of proven
pokkali paddy variety, VTL-6(KAU) and cultivation of high
yielding cassava variety, Sreefaya & SreeRekha (CTCRI) were
carried out during 2008-09. Introduction of euryhalin
brackish water fishes and carps in unutilized freshwater pond
systems, cage culture of Sea Bass in open backwater system,
scientific management of stem bleeding in coconut using
tridemorph & neem cake, eco-friendly management of fruit fly
in cucurbits using pheromone trap, demonstration of farming
of Oyster mushroom, Co(OM)2 Hypsizygusulmarius, cultivation
of high-yielding hybrid coconut, ‘Kerasree’, demonstration of
hand-operated cassava chipping machine and demonstration
of cassava harvesting tool were also carried out successfully
as part of front line demonstrations.

FARMER'’S FIELD SCHOOL

Apart from regular training programmes, a Farmer’s Field
School programme was organized on ‘Integrated pest management
in banana’ at Mookannur village near Angamaly. Scientists from
KVK and Agricultural officer of Mookkanur regularly visited
the field till harvest of the crop. Detailed discussion,
demonstrations and classes on different aspects of banana
cultivation were conducted every week. Fourty farmers
participated in the programme.

AWARENESS PROGRAMME

The KVK and Narakkal community health centre of the
Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences, Cochin has jointly
organized an awareness programme on the ‘Role of the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra in Rural Empowerment” at Narakkal on 12/8/2009.
Mrs. Mini Dileep, President, Nayarambalam Panchayat,
inaugurated the programme. Dr. K. Asokakumaran Unnithan,
Programme Coordinator, KVK, delivered the key note address
on the Role of KVK in rural empowerment. Smt. P. Sreeletha, Subject
matter specialist, Home science, KVK delivered a talk on Value
addition of fish, fruit and vegetable for women empowerment.
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Dr. Leelamoni delivered a talk on Prevention of Swine Flu. More
than sixty members including doctors, health workers, rural
men and women participated in the programme.
SCIENCE CAMP

(i) A Science camp on wetland development, focusing on
conservation of Mangroves systems was held at KVK on 24/9/
2009. Twenty four students and a teacher of the B.Sc.Degree
course in Zoology of the Cochin college participated in Fho
programme, (ii) Science camp of ten working days duration
for the benefit of 27 students and 3 staff of Govt. VHSE, Narakkal
was organised during 16-28 November 2009. Different topics
under coastal aquaculture including integrated farming were
covered by more than a dozen faculty members. The
programme was held at CMFRI, Cochin

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

The second meeting of the reconstituted scientific advisory
committee meeting of the KVK was held on 22/03/2010 at
CMEFRYI, Cochin.

RADIO PROGRAMME

Mass media coverage influences the farming community
very effectively on large scale and keeping this in view, the
Kendra has done, i) A phone-in programme on Approaches to
agricultural development strategies in the changing scenario,
participated by Dr. K. Asokakumaran Unnithan, broadcasted
by the FM Station of All India Radio, Kochi on15/5/2010, ii)
Talk on Production of crabs for export in local language by Dr. K.
Asokakumaran Unnithan broadcasted over the Thrissur
station of All India Radio on 3/8/2009 under the Farm & Home
Programme, iii) Krishi vigyan kendra programmes for the farming
community, an interview with Dr. K. Asokakumaran Unnithan,
was broadcasted by Kochi FM station of All India Radio on 12/
12/2009, iv) A brief pre-budget phone in programme on
Requirements / expectations / scope of budget in agricultural sector
participated by Shri.Shoji Joy Edison, Subject matter specialist
(Horticulture) was broadcasted by FM Station of All India
Radio, Kochi on 25/2/2010.

IMPORTANT VISITORS

Dr. TJ. Pandian as Head of the Quinquennial review team of
the Central Institute of Brackish Water Aquaculture, Chennai
visited the KVK, accompanied by Dr.A.G.Ponnaiah, Director
and Dr.A.R.T.Arasu and S.M.Pillai, Principal Scientists of CIBA
on 12/6/2009.

Dr.Mrs.M.K.Sheela, Director of Extension, Kerala
Agricultural University, Shri.A.C.Philip, Joint Director &
Principal Agricultural Officer, Ernakulam, Shri. A.V.V.
Subramanian, Asst. General Manager, NABARD, Ernakulam,
Shri.K.R.Jayaprakash, Lead District Manager, Union Bank,
Ernakulam, Shri.D.Subramanian, State marketing Manager,
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S. Girija, Director, National Instityte of

Technology and Training (N[FPHATT)
26-30 October, 2009.

[FFCO and Dr. Mrs.
Fisheries Post-Harvest
visited the KVK during

CMFRI Quinquennial review team headed by Dr. SAK
Abidi visited the KVK on 22/10/2009.

Dr. K.D. Kokate, Deputy Director General (Agriculty,)
Extension), ICAR, New Delhi and Dr. S Prabhukumar, Zona]
Project Director, Zone VIII, TOT Projects, ICAR, Bangalore
visited the KVK on 10/01/2010.

FARMERS ON STUDY TOURTO KVK

Under the ATMA Scheme of the Ministry of Agricultyre
(GOI), thirty progressive farmers from Kanyakumari (4/8
2009), forty farmers from Edappally Block, Ernakulam district
(16/9/2009) and 45 farmers from Angamaly block, Ernakulam
(29/9/2009) visited the KVK.They were given training on
two subjects, viz., (i) Culture of different species of finfishes
and shell fishes in ponds and cages (ii) Value addi
Another batch of 22 fish farmers from Calicut sp
the Brackishwater Fish farmers Development Ag
of Kerala also visited the KVK and got themselves f
with the use of cages for nursery rearing as well -
farming of hatchery raised Mud crab and Sea bas-

The Kendra also facilitated a group of fish
Kothamangalam taluk to visit progressive farms
Taluk and to have a farmer-farmer interaction.

TRANSFER OF STAFF

Shri.M.M.Bhaskaran, Tech.Assistant, T-3 on 22-12
Shri.M.P.Sivadasan, Sr.Tech. Asst., T-4 on 02-01-2
transfered to Calicut Research Centre of CMFRI.

RECRUITMENT OF STAFF

The following staff were recruited during 2010.

Name of the incumbent Designation Discipline
Shri.Vijendra Kumar Meena ~ Subject Matter Agronomy
Specialist
Shri. Shoji Joy Edison -do- Horticulture
Dr. S. Shanas -do- Plant Protection
Dr. (Mrs.) K. Smita Sivadasan  -do- Animal Husbandry
Shri. F. Pushparaj Anjelo -do- Agricultural Extension
Miss. N.V. Dipti Programme Laboratory
Assistant Technology
Shri. VK. Manu -do- Computer Programming

PUBLICATIONS

. Two KVK Newsletters were released by Dr. E.
Vl\"ekananda.n, Director (Acting), CMFRI on the occasion of
the inauguration of Technology week celebration on 26/10/2009.
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