
ICAR-CMFRI | Marine Fisheries Information Service Technical & Extension Series No. 263, 2025� 36

A closer view of Charybdis (Archias) omanensis omanensis  Leene, 1938.

Adult male Charybdis (Archias) omanensis omanensis  Leene, 1938.

Sex 
Carapace width 

 (mm)
Carapace length 

(mm)
Total weight

 (g) Mature %
Male 21.0 - 44.5 10.0 - 30.0 1.39 -12.89 94.0

Female 24.0 - 40.0 16.0 - 27.0 2.24 - 11.15 93.2

Based on the samples collected, size range and maturity 
were recorded in the male and female crabs as given 
below.

Table 1 . Details of Charybdis (Archias) omanensis 
omanensis  Leene, 1938.

Olive ridleys are considered the most 
abundant of the sea turtles (Pritchard, 
1997) and found throughout the 
world. They are found primarily in 
the tropical regions of the Pacific, 
Indian, and Atlantic oceans. They 
are found all along the coast of 
India, including the Lakshadweep 

and Andaman & Nicobar Islands. 
Despite being the most abundant 
of all the sea turtles found globally, 
their numbers have been declining 
in the past few years, due to which 
they are currently categorized as 
Endangered on the IUCN Red List 
(IUCN, 2002). Olive ridley turtles are 

also listed in the Appendix I of CITES 
(Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Flora and 
Fauna) and thereby international 
trade of these tur tles and their 
products are prohibited. All f ive 
species are included in Schedule I 
of the Indian Wild Life (Protection) 

Jose Josileen*, M.T. Vijayan, T. Retheesh, V. Akhil Babu, K.T. S. Sunil, M. A. 
Jishnudev, Livi Wilson and A. P. Dineshbabu | ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute, Kochi, Kerala

A rare case of egg oozing from a deceased gravid Olive 
ridley turtle 
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Act 1972 , and thereby hunting of 
the turtles or damaging the eggs 
are strictly prohibited. Large mass 
nesting aggregations of this species 
over one lakh female occur in the 
coastal belt of Odisha in India, Costa 
Rica and Mexico in the eastern Pacific 
(Pritchard, 1997). Marine turtles are 
protected in Odisha under the state's 
Marine Fisheries Regulation Act 
which prohibit all mechanized fishing 
within 5 km of the coast and within 
20 km of the Gahirmatha coast .

The nesting season of Olive ridley 
turtles along Maharashtra is from 
October to March with reports of 
sporadic nesting along the entire 
coast. They are known to nest along 
the coast of Maharashtra such as 
beach of Palshet, Ratnagiri (Katkar, 
1991), Backbay, Juhu Chowpati, Girgoan 
Chowpati, Governor’s Gate, Shivaji Park 
to Mahim, Juhu to Versova Mud Island, 
Gorai, Marve, Manori, Worli and Vashi 
Creek in Mumbai, Alibag, Dahanu, and 
in Ratnagiri (Giri and Chaturvedi, 2006). 
In Maharashtra Ratnagiri has the major 
nesting site followed by the Sindhudurg 
and Raigad. The major nesting was 
reported from Velas beach, Anjarle, 
(Ratnagiri), Dabholi-Wayangani, Achara 

Wayangani, (Sindhudurg). There are 
reports of accidental stranding and 
inadvertent landings of marine turtles 
along the Maharashtra coast but a 
majority of such instances have not 
been properly documented (Sundaram 
& Josekutty, 2009). A female turtle 
releases 100-150 eggs at a time, burying 
them deep in sand pits at beaches. 
It takes around 45 to 55 days for the 
eggs to hatch. On 22nd February 2024, 
we observed a moribund gravid Olive 
ridley turtle (carapace length: 105- 
110 cm, carapace width: 60-65 cm 
and weight approximate: 45-50 kg) 
stranded at Budal rocky shore (17o 24' 
24'' N 73o 10' 23'' E) located just 50 km 
away from the nearest nesting site - 
Anjarle beach (17o 50' 28''N 73o 05' 
30''E). The 17 eggs were oozed out in 
the tidal pool from this turtle. It seems 
that turtle might have come near to 
the shore for nesting and could have 
been trapped on the rocky shore due 
to the force of high waves splashing 
that  resulted in multiple injuries 
on the body. There was no mark of 
entanglement of turtle in fishing  gear 
or being struck by boat or cargo vessel. 
Due to decomposition subsequently 
gases produce bulged body abruptly, 
which pop-up the shell (a process 

where the outer layers of the shell 
break down, revealing the intricate 
structure within.) on the stranded 
Olive ridley. This is first instance of 
stranding of gravid Olive ridley turtle 
oozing egg due to decomposition 
observed along Maharashtra coast or 
along Indian coast. The observation of 
eggs oozing from a dead gravid Olive 
ridley turtle along the Maharashtra 
coast holds significant implications 
for understanding the decomposition 
process of stranded turtles, enhancing 
conservation efforts, and guiding future 
monitoring and research initiatives 
in the region. The Marine Fishing 
Regulation Acts (MFRAs) (1981) of 
Maharashtra have a provision for 
regulating fishing and conservation 
measures for the sea turtles in the 
territorial waters. These include the 
prohibition in operation of trawl net 
by mechanized fishing vessels from 
the seashore to 5 fathoms and 10 
fathoms depth zones in specified 
areas; prohibition in f ishing by 
mechanized fishing vessels of any 
type with more than 6-cylinder engines 
within the territorial waters up to 22 
km; prohibition in operation of trawl 
gear by mechanized fishing vessels 
is prohibited between 6 pm and 6 
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am. Awareness programme on sea 
turtle conservation among fishers 
is important . Incentive schemes 
should be announced to protect 
the endangered sea turtle species. 
The annual Turtle Festival attracts 
more than 3000 tourists a year giving 
new income opportunities for the 
villagers. Raising public awareness 
could decrease threats and in the 

same time create positive actions 
such as rescuing, rehabilitating, and 
releasing the stranded sea turtles. 
There have been reports of stranded 
turtles in this area of Maharashtra. 
Enhancing the conservation efforts of 
citizen science groups and volunteers, 
along with implementing effective 
monitoring for deceased turtles and 
collecting relevant data, would help 

reveal the actual extent of strandings 
aiding in a better understanding of 
their occurrence and the challenges 
they encounter.
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Observation of a gorged stomach in Crimson jobfish
Crimson jobfish (Pristipomoides 
f i lamentosus) , a member of the 
family Lutjanidae, are known to 
primarily consume teleost fishes and 
crustaceans, particularly shrimp and 
crabs. However, their dietary habits 
can shift significantly in response to 
ecological and reproductive cycles. 
In September 2024, a specimen of 
crimson jobfish was collected from 
the Munambam Fisheries Harbour 
in Kochi, India (10.18267 N, 76.17041 
E). which was caught by a trawler 

The stomach contents analysed, 
indicated that the diet consisted 
predominantly of deep-water species. 
The prey items were identified to the 
species level are summarized in Table 
1. The fish had consumed a diverse 
range of prey, including shrimps, 
flatheads, threadfin breams, and crabs. 
This varied diet is characteristic of 
P. filamentosus when it forages in 
deeper waters, reflecting its ability 
to adapt to different ecological 
niches based on life cycle stages, 
highl ighting i ts resi l ience and 
versatility as a deep-water predator. 
This f lex ibi l i t y may contr ibute 
to its survival in dynamic marine 
environments, where prey availability 
can fluctuate due to environmental 
change s  and  an th ropo g en i c 
impacts. Understanding such dietary 
adaptations is crucial for fisheries 
management ,  as i t  can inform 
sustainable harvesting practices 
and conservation strategies for deep-

operating at a depth of 80-200 
meters off the Kochi coast , Kerala. 
This particular specimen was notable 
not only for its size but for having 
a fully engorged stomach with a 
record weight of 214.5 g. The fish 
itself measured 55.5 cm in total 
length and weighed 1.87 kg, with 
the stomach content accounting for 
a significant portion of its total body 
mass. The specimen was identified 
as an adult fish in the regenerating 
stage. Post-spawning behaviour in 

P. filamentosus typically involves 
migrating to deeper waters in search 
of food. This transition is linked to a 
change in feeding strategy, from the 
specialized diet observed during the 
breeding season to a more generalist, 
opportunistic feeding pattern post-
reproduction.

Diverse range of prey from the stomach of P. filamentosus




