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Centre mulls new
fish farming project

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: Centre has propo-
sed a new project focusing
on the fishing community
inthe Kuttanad region.

Under the new initiati-
ve, the Union fisheries mi-
nistry will take adequate
steps to implement a range
of modern and traditional
aquaculture practices tore-
vive the economy based in
Kuttanad. These include in-
tegrated fish farming, cage
fishfarming, the sustainab-
le ‘one fish one paddy’ initi-
ative and biofloc fish far-
ming. As partof the project,
fish farmers producers or-
ganizations (FFPOs) will be
formed to empower local
communities and streamli-
ne operations.

“Enhancing livelihood
for the region’s farmers is
the primary goal of the ini-
tiative,” fisheries minister
of state George Kurian said
ataconsultative meeting of
officials and fisheries sci-
entists at Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institu-
te (CMFRI) in Kochi on Fri-
day.

In the pilot phase, exten-
sive training programmes
will be conducted to equip
farmers with the necessary
skills in aquaculture and
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otherrelated practices. The
project will also encourage
start-ups toenter the sector,
focusing on essential post-
harvest activities such as
processing, cleaning, pack-
ing and fish trade, thereby
creating new employment
opportunities and adding
value to the produce.

Given the diverse aqua-
tic environments of Kutta-
nad, the project will be divi-
ded into separate fresh and
brackish water farming
practices, catering specifi-
cally to the distinct condi-
tions of Upper and Lower
Kuttanad. The expertise of
premier research institu-
tions will be explored.

The minister said that a
detailed project report will
be prepared immediately to
ensure the swift and effecti-
ve implementation of the
initiative, which is expec-
ted to bring significant and
sustainable economic bene-
fitsto the Kuttanad region.



