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CHAPTER—Z

Fisheries and Aquaculture in India:
Recent Trends, Development
Priorities and Policy Context

Anuja AR, Shinoj Parappurathu and Suresh A

1. Background

This chapter, conceived as a prologue to the overall compilation, provides a
comprehensive overview of the nation’s fisheries and aquaculture sector. The
overview encompasses India’s global standing in the sector, the demographic
and socio-economic profile of the associated workforce, production and
trade growth trends, demand-supply and value chain dynamics, and the role
of institutions and government in fostering sustainable development. Such
a contextual understanding will not only provide valuable insights into the
current state and recent developments within the sector but will also facilitate
a deeper appreciation of the evolving dynamics and the critical role of
technologies and policies in propelling further growth.

Ranking second globally, India accounts for about 8% of global fisheries and
aquaculture production, though China leads by a significant margin (FAO,
2024). In capture fisheries, India ranks third globally, producing 6% of the
total global output in 2022, trailing behind China and Indonesia (FAO, 2024).
India ranks sixth in marine capture fisheries, with a share of 4.5% of global
production. The country is also a global leader in inland fisheries, holding
the largest share of inland aquaculture production worldwide (FAO, 2024).
Figure 1 illustrates the growth in aquaculture production over the past two
decades (2000 to 2022) among major global producers, including China,
India, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Bangladesh. India’s aquaculture, particularly
in freshwater species like carp, continues to expand rapidly, strengthening its
leadership in global aquaculture production.

India has rich marine and aquatic resources that support a diverse fisheries
sector, including marine capture fisheries, mariculture, coastal aquaculture,
inland fisheries, freshwater aquaculture, cold-water fisheries and ornamental
fisheries. Table 1 highlights the fisheries sector’s growing contribution to the
Gross Value Added (GVA) in India’s agricultural and allied sectors as well
as the overall economy. In 2022-23, the sector contributed 7.2% to the total



GVA from agriculture and 1.32% (at current prices) to the overall national
GDP (MOSPI, 2024). Beyond these contributions, the sector plays a vital
role in employment generation, livelihood support, and foreign exchange
earnings. These contributions highlight its considerable significance, with the
‘Blue Economy’ framework offering pathways to build on this foundation for
future growth (Gopalakrishnan et al, 2024).

Fig. 1. Aquaculture production by major global producers
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Source: FAO. 2024.

Table 1. Contribution of fisheries sector to agriculture GDP/GVA (at
current prices) India

Year GDP/GVA at current prices (million) % Share of % Share of
Fisheries & Fisheries &
Fisheries Agriculture, All Aquaculture to Aquaculture
and Forestry, Agriculture and  in total GDP/
Aquaculture and Fishing allied sector GVA
GDP/GVA
1960-61 820 70900 165120 1.2 0.50
1970-71 2450 181920 429810 1.3 0.57
1980-81 9170 473120 1325200 1.9 0.69
1990-91 46310 1508000 5150320 3.1 0.90
2000-01 114060 2866660 11985920 4.0 0.95
2011-12 680270 15019470 81069460 4.5 0.84
2015-16 1327200 22275330 125744990 6.0 1.06
2022-23 3250070 44842680 246590410 7.2 1.32

Source: National Statistics Office, Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation,
Government of India (MoSPI, various years)
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2. Demographics and Workforce Engagement

Ensuring sustainable employment opportunities for resource-poor masses is
utmost important for countries and regions where opportunities for alternate
employment is scarce. Coastal and inland water bodies act as lifeline for the
people inhabiting their shores with ample opportunities to engage in wild
fishing and aquaculture, both of which can offer remunerative employment
and ‘decent work’ (Bavinck et al, 2024). Fisheries and aquaculture provide
livelihood support to over 28 million people, highlighting their critical
socio-economic role in a developing tropical country like India. Inland
fisheries accounts for approximately 82% of the fisher population, and the
rest constituted by the marine counterpart. Gender divide in occupation is
apparent in both inland and marine sub-sectors due to the inherent differences
in the nature of work and societal preconceptions regarding job-roles. Males
constitute 53.6% of the population in marine fisheries and 56% in inland
fisheries (Fig. 2). In the marine sector, men predominantly engage in fishing
activities, while women contribute significantly to post harvest operations and
marketing (CMFRI-FSI-DoF,2020).

Fig. 2. Marine and inland fisher population of India by gender (2020-21)
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Regional variations in fisher demographics are evident, with certain states and
union territories exhibiting a high concentration of fisher populations relative
to their overall population. Coastal and island regions such as Lakshadweep
(8.9%), Puducherry (7.6%), and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (6.2%)
have high proportions of their populations engaged in fisheries, reflecting
their heavy dependence on fisheries resources for livelihood. Inland states like
Assam (7.1%), and Bihar (4.8%) also show a substantial share of fisherfolk,
indicating the significance of inland aquaculture in these regions. (Fig. 3).
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