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Reporting up? Dolphin carcasses

keep washing up on sta

com

Kochi: Is the Kerala coast
turning into a graveyard for
dolphins? The number of
dolphin carcasses washing
ashoreinthestateisontheri-
se — 18 were recorded last ye-
ar, up from 12 in 2023. This ye-
ar. around four carcasses ha-
ve been reported so far, inclu-
ding two in Thrissur, in
which forest officials suspect
the sinking of a cargo vessel
carrving hazardous material
off the Alappuzha coast may
have plavedarole.

Of the 18 dolphins found
lastyear,nine weremalesand
twofemales, while the gender
of therestcould not be identi-
fied due to decomposition.
Notably, six strandings were
reported in Aug alone. Seven
of last year’s carcasses were
recovered in the Kozhikode

=

forest territorial division.

The carcasses found
along the Kerala coast are of
Indo-Pacific humpback dolp-
hins, a species listed under
Schedulelof the Indian Wild-
life (Protection) Act, 1972. Ex-
perts in marine mammal re-
search attribute the rising
trend to increased awareness
about reporting of stran-
dings, intensive fishing acti-
vities, underwater noise pol-
lution from the growing num-

te’s shores

ber of vessels and interac-
tions between dolphins and
vessels.

“Dolphins used todrift as-
hore in the region earlier al-
so, but their reporting was
comparatively less. Marine
mammals die in sea for vario-
us reasons: vessel strikes, en-
tanglement as bycatch, old
age, disease and pollution.
After death, the carcass eit-
her sinks or drifts ashore.
With coastal communities
now more aware of these spe-
cies and their significance,
almost all strandings are be-
ing reported,” said R Rathe-
esh Kumar, a senior scientist
with the marine biodiversity
and environment manage-
ment division of the Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI).
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Rough seas disrupt
dolphin communication

» Continued fromP 1

7\ Ratheesh Kumar said the
\ stranding of the marine
. . mammal carcass was observ-
ed to be comparatively high on our
coast during the monsoon. “This is
due to the drifting of carcasses
mostly to the coastal region as the
monsoon winds are towards the
coast. Also, the rough seas during
the monsoon disrupt dolphins,
wh;ch rely on sound for communi-
cation, navigation and hunting, in-
;lr:asm dme chances of them be-
acciden
b saidt,a”y struck by ves-
' f‘ishermen are well aw:
killing dolphins is » ser?(rl(:st }:?ft
fence. “They don’t target dolphing
but these mammals sometimeg get,
cau_ght in fishing nets, Dolphins
which breathe through lungs, nee(i
tocometothesea surfaceeve§y8to

12 minutes to breathe. When they
get stuck in nets, they cannot sur-
face to breathe, which can lead to
death. The carcasses that do not
sinkmay eventually wash ashore,”
hesaid.

Veterinary officials conduct
autopsies on these carcasses to de-
termine the cause of death. Chief
wildlife warden Pramod G Krish-
nan, who was part of the Project
Dolphin launched by the Union
govtin 2020, said aland-based mod-
el of conservation with a species-
cent;ic approach is not suitable for
marinespecies. “Weneed amarine
conservation template, keeping in
mind the fishermen community,
their livelihood and conservation
needs. For dolphins to survive, we
need to ensure that the livelihood
zsqulrec;r:ents of people are met.

€ need to involve scientific insti
tutionsas well ” he f.: :gntlﬁc i





