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Kaleidoscope

Stranding of Whale sharks along north Andhra Pradesh coast

Stranded whale shark at Thantadi, Anakapalli district

demonstration to explore the feasibility of large-scale 
implementation. While releasing 3 million seeds may not 
significantly impact overall production, it demonstrates 
the potential of ranching in closed or semi-enclosed 
systems like lakes, rivers, and backwaters, where such 
practices have shown success in the past. The initiative 

also highlights ICAR-CMFRI’s capability to scale up seed 
production to 100 million or more, encompassing oysters, 
clams, and mussels. This effort underscores the importance 
of stakeholder collaboration and scientific intervention in 
supporting sustainable fisheries to significantly enhance 
economic opportunities for local communities.

Rhincodon typus Smith, 1828, commonly known as whale 
shark, is found in tropical and temperate waters, except the 
Mediterranean Sea. It is most commonly seen in deeper water 

but also in shallow areas near estuaries and river mouths. The 
whale shark is the largest fish on earth and is an epipelagic, 
planktivorous fish with late maturation and low number of 
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A caracass of Whale shark at Donkuru, Srikakulam district

pups. Due to its life history, the species 
is protected under different national and 
international legislation. The species is 
listed in the “Endangered” category in 
the IUCN RED List and is also included 
in Appendices I and II of the Convention 
on the Conservation of Migratory Species 
of Wild Animals (CMS) and Appendix II 
of the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES).  In India, the species 
has been protected under Schedule I 
of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972, since May 2001, and currently it is 
also included in Schedule I of the Indian 

2.5 tons (approx.) was entangled in a 
traditional fishing net, shoreseine (locally 
known as Dharivala), operated at Thantadi 
(17.524386 and 83.062544) in Anakapalli 
district. Fishermen tried to release the 
animals back to the sea. However, it died 
and got stranded on the beach. Earlier, a 
carcass of whale shark of 6 m length and 
weight 2 tons (approx.)  was observed at 
Donkuru (19.056232 and 84.749548) in 
the Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh 
on 27.02.24. As per fishermen’s view, 
the animal got entangled in a gillnet 
operated at a depth of 35 m, died, and 
was stranded on the beach. Though it 
is impossible to totally avoid accidental 
entanglement of whale sharks in fishing 
gear, advisories can be made based on 
seasonal and temporal distribution or 
presence of these animals, in and near 
fishing grounds, which can be a guide 
for fishermen to reduce bycatch of these 
majestic animals. 
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Wildlife Protection and Amendment 
Act, 2022. Though not targeted, Whale 
sharks are occasionally caught/damaged 
in coastal fisheries unintentionally. 
Whale sharks are the most common 
elasmobranch protected species landed 
as incidental catch in Andhra Pradesh. 
Reports of stranding/incidental catch of 
the species are available from several 
locations in the state, namely, Kakinada, 
Visakhapatnam and Srikakulam, with the 
gillnets being the most common fishing 
gear in which the animals get entangled. 
Most recently, on April 13, 2024, a whale 
shark of total length 9.1 m and weight 

Bryde’s whale sighting in coastal waters of Karnataka

Balaenoptera edeni (Anderson, 1879) 
is a widely distributed tropical marine 
mammal species belonging to the
family Balaenopteridae. They are found 
in tropical, subtropical, and warm 
temperate waters worldwide, where
temperature ranges between 16°C and
23°C. Bryde’s whales inhabit all oceans
between 40° south and 40° north. Some 
populations migrate seasonally, moving 
away from the equator in summer and
returning toward it in winter. In contrast, 
other populations are residents and 
remain in the same area year-round 
without migrating. They are considered 
one of the “great whales,” a group that
also includes, 

Blue Whales and Humpback Whales. 
Originally, B. edeni and B. brydei were 
classified as separate species (Wada 
et al., 2003). However, recent scientific 
consensus recognizes Bryde’s whale as
a single species with two subspecies 
(Ren et al., 2022). Bryde’s Whales are 
distributed across the Indian Ocean, 
but sightings in Indian waters are
uncommon (Sathasivam, 2004) and
often documented through stranding 
reports. Under the Marine Mammal
Stock Assessment in India (MMSAI) 
project we started the marine mammal 
survey of the Karnataka coast on 13th

December 2023 from Mangalore coast. 
The survey was conducted using a 22m 

OAL commercial fishing vessel with
four research crew members on board, 
following a linear transect methodology 
for visual survey. Surveys were 
conducted following six predefined line 
transects each of 12 nautical miles (NM) 
in length, situated at an interval of 24 
NM throughout the Karnataka coast. On 
December 16th, around 16:30 IST, while
conducting the sixth and final transect 
along the coast of Karwar, Karnataka 
(Latitude: 14° 52.922’ N, Longitude: 
73° 53.705’ E), we observed a whale 
blow on the starboard side of the boat. 
Upon closer observation, we identified 
a pod of three whales (two adults and 
one sub-adult). The observation was 


