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In a commendable act of conservation, 
the critically endangered Widenose 
guitarfish (Glaucostegus obtusus), 
listed under Schedule I of The Wild 
Life (Protection) Amendment Act, 2022, 
was successfully released back into the 
sea after being accidentally caught in 
a bottom-set gillnet. This significant 
effort was carried out by ICAR-CMFRI 
technical staff, Mr. Paulose Jacob Peter 
and Mr. Joby P. J., on 7th November, 2024, 
at Vypin, Kochi. The neonate guitarfish, 
measuring 23 cm, was entangled in the 
net and landed ashore. Recognizing 
its critical conservation status and its 

Saving the Widenose guitarfish: a success story

minutes, observing the behaviour of the 
individuals. All three whales exhibited 
uniform breathing patterns, performing 
apneustic breathing to secure more 
time underwater. The breathing tailed 
a long deep dive for an average of 
four minutes followed by three to four 
instant breathings with an average time 
interval of 15 seconds. During each deep 
dive, they did not display their flukes, 
a characteristic commonly observed 
in Bryde’s whales. We followed the 
animals through the visual observation 
of the whale’s footprint. During our 
observation of about 50 minutes, the 
whales were showing behavioural 
states including slow swimming, semi-
breaching, and tactile communication. 

made 12 NM from the coast at a depth 
of 28-30 m. The adult whales were 
approximately 10-11 m in length, while 
the sub-adult measured around 6-7 m. 
The whales were identified as Bryde’s 
whales (Balaenoptera edeni) based 
on their counter-shaded coloration, 
which transitions from smoky grey 
on the dorsal side to white on the 
ventral side. Identification was further 
confirmed by the presence of three 
prominent ridges running from the 
anterior blowholes along the dorsal 
surface of the head, as well as a pointed, 
strongly hooked dorsal fin positioned 
about two-thirds of the way along the 
back of the. From the initial cue, the 
sighting was sustained for 60 

All the individuals maintained a minimal 
distance between them while moving. 
Water samples were collected from 
the site to measure water quality and 
conduct plankton analysis. The water 
temperature at the site was measured 
as 29°C, salinity at 34.7 PSU, pH at 8.1, 
and dissolved oxygen (DO) at 5.82 
mg/L. Initial analysis of the water 
sample revealed a clear abundance of 
mesozooplankton. Zooplankton density 
observed at the site was 3030.16 nos/ 
m3, with appendicularia as the dominant 
group comprising of 1521.44 nos/m3.
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inclusion under Schedule I of the act 
(Amendment Act came into force in 
April 2023), Mr. Joby and Mr. Paulose 
acted swiftly. Upon confirming that 
the neonate was alive, they carefully 
released it back into its natural habitat, 
where it swam away unharmed.

The timing of this event aligns with 
the guitarfish’s breeding season along 
the Kerala coast, which occurs from 
October to December. During this 
period, neonates, mature individuals, 
and pregnant females with near-term 
embryos are frequently encountered 

in shallow coastal waters, especially 
in sandy habitats at depths of 0–2 
meters. The released neonate, a 
female, is particularly significant , 
as its survival directly supports the 
fragile population of this critically 
endangered species. With a small litter 
size of only 5-6 pups, each individual 
plays a crucial role in the species’ 
recovery, emphasizing the importance 
of releasing neonates or accidentally 
caught individuals back into the wild. 
This remarkable effort underscores 
the importance of awareness creation 
among stakeholders, including fishers, 
vendors, traders, auctioneers, students 
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Released neonate of Glaucostegus obtusus measuring 23 cm

and government officials. By promoting 
awareness of conservation laws and 
the ecological importance of such 
species, accidental catches like this 
can lead to similar successful releases, 

individuals can make a significant 
difference in the survival of critically 
endangered species.
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ensuring the protection of endangered 
marine resources. The dedication and 
quick action taken in this instance, set a 
precedent for responsible conservation 
practices and highlights how informed 

Observations of rarely recorded deep-water Snappers 

other fins remain pink. A single specimen 
measuring 44.8 cm in total length was
observed in the current catch. Both these 
species are distributed widely across the
tropical and subtropical waters of the
Indo-Pacific. These sporadic landings 
of E. coruscans and P. zonatus indicate
the presence of these deep-water fishes 
on the southwest coast, which have 
limited deep-sea fishing activities. The
long-lived and slow-growing species 
like E. coruscans, are reported to live 
for over 50 years. Documenting these 
fish occurrences will help to develop a 
database on deep-water fish populations. 
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Deep-water fish species, particularly 
those belonging to the Lutjanidae family, 
are rare in the fisheries landings as they 
are only caught rarely, due to the very 
few fishing boats operating in their deep 
habitats they frequent. Any landings
recorded therefore provide valuable 
insights into their distribution, biology, 
and potential ecological significance. 
During routine sampling at the Cochin 
Fisheries Harbour (9.9391°N, 76.2627°E) in
April 2023, an unusual catch comprising
three individuals of deep-water longtail red 
snapper (Etelis coruscans) and a single 
specimen of oblique-banded snapper 
(Pristipomoides zonatus) was recorded. 
These were recorded from a hook and
line operation at a depth range of 130-

200 meters. The catch composition also 
included species such as Pristipomoides 
filamentosus, Aprion virescens, and
various species of Lethrinids, suggesting 
that the demersal fish community in this
depth zone is dominated by snappers 
and pig-face breams. Etelis coruscans 
is a slender, pink to reddish jobfish
characterized by a small head, prominent
eyes, and a deeply forked caudal fin. The
dorsal fin is notably incised between the 
spinous and soft portions. The specimens
recorded in this study had total lengths of 
68.6, 68.7, and 72.4 cm, indicating mature
individuals. The oblique-banded snapper 
is distinguishable by its reddish to pink
body with oblique yellow bars and yellow-
tinted dorsal and caudal fins, while the

Pristipomoides zonatusEtelis coruscans


