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Sawfish are cartilaginous fishes.
They resemble sharks with a long
narrow rostrum with sharp teeth on
either side, resembling a saw.

But they are in fact cousins of sharks
and are actually rays.

They are found in tropical and sub
tropical seas and freshwater lakes
and rivers around the world.

Of primitive origin, they have been
inhabitants of the earth much earlier
than human beings.

Five species of sawfish are known
to occur globally - Largetooth
sawfish Pristis pristis, Smalltooth
sawfish Pristis pectinata, Green
sawfish Pristis zijsron, Dwarf sawfish
Pristis clavata and Narrow sawfish
Anoxypristis cuspidata.
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Do not confuse with other fish
having similar names!!!

« Class Actinopterygii
» Family: Xiphiidae
» Type: Bony fish

Swordfish

* Class: Chondrichthyes
» Family: Pristidae
» Type: Cartilaginous fish

Sawfish

* Class: Chondrichthyes
» Family: Pristiphoridae
» Type: Cartilaginous fish

Sawshark

[ Conservation status and fishery regulations

IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered-The group facing
an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

Schedule | of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972:
Catch and trade is strictly prohibited. Violations of this
schedule can lead to significant fines and imprisonment

Appendix | of CITES -All international commercial trade
in sawfish or their parts is strictly prohibited

| Sawfish biology |

Sawfish feed on finfish and shelIfisf>

Sawfish are ovoviviparous —
they give birth to young ones

Adult female sawfish give birth to 1-23
young ones once or twice a year

At birth the young sawfish measure around
60-90 cm in total length (TL)

Adult Pristis spp. measure up to 750 cm TL
while Anoxypristis sp. measures up to 475 cm TL

Pristis spp. start reproducing at 7-12 years while
Anoxypristis sp. begin reproduction at 2-3 years

The generation time ranges from 14.6 to 17.2 years
in Pristis spp. while Anoxypristis has a GT of 4.6 years

The lifespan of Pristis spp. is estimated between 30 & 50
years while Anoxypristis sp. has a lifespan of 9 years

Rostrum contains sensory organs that help in detecting
prey, while the rostral teeth assist in stunning them.




Threats to sawfish population

. Habitat loss » The main threat to sawfish is accidental capture,
T especially in trawl nets and gillnets
Coastal development & pollution:® . » Unlike typical teleost fish, sawfish have a lon
Long generation length : yp J 9
lifespan, low reproductive rates, and reach
h maturity atamuch slower pace

» Sawfish primarily inhabit shallow waters, typically
found at depths ranging from 0 to 10 meters

* Juveniles prefer critical habitats such as shallow

Population decline of sawfish intertidal and subtidal benthic habitat, estuaries,
mangroves, seagrass etc.
How can we safeguard the sawfish? * Human activities, specifically the construction of
large jetties with piles, a rock wall harbor, and
+ Avoid or restrict gillnetting in their natural habitats dredged shipping lanes etc. adversely affect

* Release live sawfish caught in the fishing nets B e
coastal waters

* Protect natural habitat of sawfish . . .
. * Mangrove afforestation, dredging and deepening
» Adopt best-practice code of coastal development of coastal areas invites larger predator from

» Education and communication of sawfish conservation deeperwater

CMFRI has successfully completed a dedicated project focused on
Although fishermen are aware of the protected status of sawfishes, protected elasmobranch species including sawfish underthe Indian Wildlife

increased outreach programs and greater stakeholder involvement are (Protection) Act of 1972. This project aimed to evaluate and assess the

still necessary to effectively safeguard the remaining sawfishes in India. ~historical and current status of these species, while also developing
strategies for their management and conservation .

. Prepared by:
If you encounter sawfish, Published by: Remya L., Shoba Joe Kizhakudan, Akhilesh K. V.,
please contact : Dr. Grinson George, Livi Wilson and Najmudeen T. M.

- Director, ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute,  Finfish Fisheries Division,
State Forest & Wildlife Department, PB. No. 1603, Emakulam North P.O., Kochi 682018 : ine Fisher -
. g ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute,
State Fisheries Department, ICAR-CMFRI  E-mail: director.cmfi@icar.org.in PB. No. 1603, Emakulam North P.O., Kochi 682018

CMFRI Pamphlet Series No.149/2024 E-mail: director.cmfri@icar.org.in




