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5th national marine fisheries census to
be held from November to December

The Hindu Bureau
VISAKHAPATNAM

The 5th national marine
fisheries census (MFC25)
will be conducted from No-
vember to December. The
massive survey will cover
1.2 million fishermen hou-

seholds across coastal
States, including Andhra
Pradesh.

The census will docu-
ment socio-economic con-
ditions of marine fishermen
families and map fisheries
infrastructure spanning the
entire coastline of the coun-
try. Enumerators selected
from local fishing commun-
ity will reach every marine
fisherman household for a

45-day massive exercise.

The department of Fish-
eries, Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and Dai-
rying is funding and coordi-
nating the the programme
under the Pradhan Mantri
Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY). ICAR-Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI) is the no-
dal agency for the imple-
mentation of the census in
mainland, while Fishery
Survey of India (FSI) is en-
trusted with the data collec-
tion from the Union Terri-
tories including islands.

“In a preparatory step, a
high-level meeting chaired
by Neetu Kumari Prasad,
joint secretary, department

of Fisheries, reviewed the
progress, the prerequisites
and anticipated timeline of
the census. The census will
gather demographic and li-
velihood data of fishing
communities, and infras-
tructure details including
fishing vessels, gears, har-
bours, fish landing centres,
processing units and cold
storage facilities,” said
CMFRI Visakhapatnam
head and principal scientist
Joe K. Kizhakudan.

The MFC2025 would see
a paradigm shift through
the adoption of modern
digital tools, including mo-
bile-based  applications,
geo-tagging, and real-time
data validation. “This will

significantly enhance effi-
ciency, accuracy, and pro-
fessionalism in data collec-
tion”, he said, adding that
the census is crucial to en-
hance evidence-based fish-
eries governance, liveli-
hood  planning, and
sustainable marine re-
source management.

“The census will provide
vital information to shape
policies on marine fisheries
management, welfare
schemes, and infrastruc-
ture development, directly
impacting millions depen-
dent on marine liveli-
hoods”, said Grinson Ge-
orge, Director of CMFRI
and National Coordinator
of the MFC 2025.



