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Preface

Data is the sine qua non of good governance and data generation is a formidable 
task. Though conducting the National Marine Fisheries Census 2016 has been a 
challenging endeavour, we at ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute are 
bestowed with such rich experience and vast expertise in big data management 
including the first survey of marine fishing villages and marine fish landings centres 
carried out during 1948-‘49, that, this mammoth task could be accomplished 
as a remarkably rewarding as well as enriching achievement. While the huge, 
but systematic data base generated is of utmost significance for governance-
oriented decision making at the Central as well as State levels, the process 
itself has offered us unique opportunities for strengthening our bonds with the 
stakeholders–the large majority of fishers in remote, mostly under-developed 
and environmentally challenged coastal villages. Despite the hardships, our staff 
members had to endure during the enumeration, the exercise could be taken 
to its logical end only because of the whole hearted cooperation extended by 
the fisherfolk and allied stakeholders of the nation.

I am happy to acknowledge the immense support and interest shown by the 
fisherfolk and allied stakeholders of the state who patiently provided all the 
required information to our staff members on the census job. The interface 
was well-mediated by the equally helpful assistance from the officials of the 
Department of Fisheries, Karnataka. Having conducted the Marine Fisheries 
Census in 2005 and 2010 with due funding support from the then Department 
of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries (DADF), Government of India, we 
were well equipped to address any operational issues that may crop up during 
enumeration. Nevertheless, our staff members were provided with sufficient 
skill enhancement trainings, well prior to their systematic deployment in the 
field. It is pertinent to provide a glimpse into the kind of preparations we have 
undertaken for this exercise. Across the nine maritime states and two union 
territories, we developed census data collection forms in different languages, 
dispatched them to different centers, printed notices in vernacular languages, 
gave media circulation, coordinated census enumeration at all the locations, 



made necessary supervisions, collected the forms back and finally brought 
them to the headquarters at Kochi for data digitization and data processing. 
The National Marine Fisheries Data Centre of ICAR-CMFRI coordinated the data 
entry, compilation and analysis. The entire scientific, technical, administrative 
and supporting staff of the Fishery Resources Assessment Division ably led by 
the division Head, Dr. T. V. Sathianandan, who made remarkable contributions in 
coming out with the census reports. Special thanks are due to all the scientific, 
technical, administrative and supporting staff of ICAR-CMFRI for their sincere 
involvements in the successful conduct of the census.

Once again, I am expressing my sincere thanks to the DADF, Govt of India 
(presently the Department of Fisheries – DoF) who supported by funding the 
census programme, ICAR officials who encouraged the activities, the entire CMFRI 
fraternity whose enthusiasm made this task a commendably collective feat.

Finally, I sincerely thank the Scientists-in-Charge, Mangalore and Karwar Research 
Centres of ICAR-CMFRI and all other staff for the support and help rendered in 
completing the Marine Fisheries Census 2016 successfully. I am sure this report 
will be of enormous use to all associated with the development of marine 
fisheries sector.

A. Gopalakrishnan
Director, ICAR-CMFRI & 

National Co-ordinator, Marine Fisheries Census, 2016
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Marine Fisheries Census 2016 was carried out in 
three coastal districts of Karnataka namely, Dakshina 
Kannada, Udupi and Uttara Kannada. The scope, 
time frame, the parameters, type of schedules used 
are described in Marine Fisheries Census 2016 India 
Report. The significant features observed from the 
census data are summarized below.

Fishing villages and landing 
centres

`` There are 162 marine fishing villages spread 
along the Karnataka coast with 22 villages 
in Dakshina Kannada, 54 in Udupi and 86 in 
Uttara Kannada.

`` The total number of fish landing centres in 
Karnataka is 84 of which 12 belong to Dakshina 
Kannada, 25 belong to Udupi and 47 belong to 
Uttara Kannada.

Population
`` There are 32,479 marine fishermen families in 

the state, with a total population of 1,57,989. 

`` The number of families in Dakshina Kannada 
is 3,610, Udupi 11,976 and in Uttara Kannada 
16,893.

`` Uttara Kannada accounted for 47% of the total 
fisherfolk population in the state while Udupi 
accounted for 41% and Dakshina Kannada 
accounted for 12%.

`` Among 32,479 fishermen families, 95% are 
traditional fishermen families.

`` The average number of families in a village is 
200, with 975 persons per village. The average 
family size is 5.

`` In Karnataka, 75% of the population are adults. 
Gender profiling shows that 51% are males and 
49% are females.

`` Female to male population sex ratio is 960 
females per 1000 males. This ratio is 1005 per 
1000 in Dakshina Kannada, 974 per 1000 in 
Udupi and 937 per 1000 in Uttara Kannada.

Poverty
`` There are 27,312 marine fishermen families 

below poverty line (BPL).

`` The largest proportion of BPL families is in 
Uttara Kannada (58%) followed by Udupi (37%) 
and Dakshina Kannada (5%).

Education
`` Almost 77% of the eligible fisherfolk are 

educated with different levels of education.

`` Among the different levels of education, 41%, 
41%, 12% and 6% have primary, higher secondary, 

Summary
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above higher secondary and graduation & 
above levels of education respectively.

Occupation
`` There are 35,502 active fishermen of whom 

32,222 are fulltime fishermen and 3,057 are 
part-time and rest of the fisherfolk are engaged 
in fish seed collection.

`` Of the fisherfolk 24,792 are found to be 
engaged in various fishing allied activities such 
as marketing of fish (57%), repairing/making 
nets (2%), curing/processing (1%), peeling 
(8%), labourer (24%) and other fishing related 
activities (7%).

`` Women are more engaged in fishing allied 
activities than men. About 68% of women are 
engaged in fishing allied activities.

`` Women dominate in almost all areas of fishing 
allied activities such as peeling (92%), marketing 
of fish (89%), and curing/processing (62%).

Aquaculture activities
`` There are 70 fishermen families engaged in 

aquaculture of which 19 families are engaged 
in fish aquaculture, 45 in prawn aquaculture and 
rest in other types of aquaculture.

`` There are 441 fisherfolk families who have 
acquired training in aquaculture. Among them 
49.2% belonged to Uttara Kannada, 43.8% to 
Dakshina Kannada and 7.0% to Udupi district.

Religion
`` In Karnataka, majority of the families are Hindus 

(89%), followed by Muslims (10%) and the rest 
1% are Christians.

`` The overall percentage of SC/ST among the 
marine fishermen population is 9%.

Membership in co-operatives

`` In Karnataka, 48% of the adult fisherfolk have 
membership in co-operative societies out of 
which 76% have membership in Fisheries Co-
operatives.

Craft in the fishery
`` There are 11,884 fishing crafts in action in 

various harbours and landing centres in 
Karnataka, of which 3,780 are mechanized, 
5,879 are motorized and non-motorized form 
the rest.

`` Trawlers (81%) and purse seiners (18%) are the 
major categories in the mechanized sector.

`` Of the total 3,071 trawlers in Karnataka, 57% 
belong to Udupi, 26% belong to Dakshina 
Kannada and 17% belong to Uttara Kannada.

Craft owned by the fisherfolk
`` There are 10,234 fishing crafts completely 

owned by fisherfolk, of which 687 are 
mechanized, 2,224 are motorized and 7,323 
are non-motorized.

`` Trawlers account for 68% of the mechanized 
fishing crafts completely owned by fisherfolk, 
followed by purseseiners (19%).

`` Among the total non-motorized crafts, a major 
portion of the 1,122 crafts identified as others 
are fibre mould boats.

`` There are 5,691 fishing crafts partially owned 
by fisherfolk, of which 663 are mechanized and 
5,028 are motorized.
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Life saving and electronic 
equipment

`` In Karnataka 8,525 marine fishermen families 
have life saving equipment (26.25%) and 27,032 
families have mobile phones (83.23%).

`` The maximum number of fisherfolk families 
with life saving equipment belongs to Uttara 
Kannada (48.39%) district.

`` Among fisherfolk families in the state, 2,082 
(6.0%) families had GPS and around 1% families 
have wireless communication devices.

Infrastructure
`` In Karnataka, 93% of the fishermen houses are 

pucca houses.

`` There are 565 primary schools, 134 secondary 
schools, 41 colleges located in the fishing 
villages of Karnataka.

`` Most of the marine fishermen families (45%) 
in Karnataka depend on well facility as source 
of potable water. For the remaining families 
potable water sources are tap water, hand 
pump, borewell etc.

`` Almost all the fishing villages (98%) are 
electrified and 93% villages have bus stop/
bus stand.

`` There are 136 ice factories, 40 cold storage 
facilities and 27 boat yards located in the fishing 
villages of Karnataka.
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District-wise tables
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List of  
marine fishing villages
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District : Dakshina Kannada

Taluk : Mangaluru
1. Baikampady
2. Bolar
3. Boloor
4. Chithrapu
5. Haleyangadi
6. Hoige Bazar
7. Hosabettu
8. Idya
9. Kasaba Bengre
10. Kudroli Bengre
11. Kulai/Chitrapura
12. Mangalore City Corporation
13. Mithrapatna/Mukka
14. Mulihithlu
15. Mulki
16. Panambur
17. Sasihithlu
18. Someswar
19. Surathkal (Guddekoppal)
20. Thannirubavi
21. Thota Bengre
22. Ullala

District : Udupi

Taluk : Kundapura
1. Anagally
2. Beejadi
3. Bijoor
4. Byndoor / Theggarse
5. Gangoli
6. Gopadi
7. Gujjadi
8. Hangaluru
9. Hemmady
10. Hosadu
11. Kandavara
12. Kerrgal
13. Kirimanjeshwara
14. Koni
15. Koteshwar
16. Kumbashi
17. Kundapur Kodi
18. Kundapur Town
19. Maravante
20. Navunda

21. Paduvari
22. Shiroor
23. Tallur
24. Thekkate
25. Trasi
26. Uppunda
27. Vaderahobli
28. Yedthare

Taluk : Udupi
29. Ambalapady
30. Badanidiyoor
31. Barkur
32. Haradi
33. Hejmadi
34. Irody
35. Kadekar
36. Kaupu
37. Kodavoor
38. Kodi
39. Kota
40. Kotathattu
41. Malpe
42. Mattu
43. Muloor
44. Padubidri
45. Paduthonse
46. Palimaru
47. Saligrama
48. Thenkanidiyoor
49. Udyavara
50. Uliyaragoli
51. Uppur
52. Varambally
53. Yermal Bada
54. Yermal Thenka
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District : Uttara Kannada

Taluk : Ankola
1. Agargone
2. Babrawada
3. Balale
4. Bavikeri
5. Belambare
6. Belekeri
7. Belihoige
8. Belse-Shiroor
9. Dandebag
10. Harwada
11. Honnebail
12. Kangel
13. Kurwa
14. Sagadageri
15. Shediguli
16. Ulavare

Taluk : Bhatkal
17. Belke
18. Bengre
19. Byloor
20. Heble
21. Jali
22. Kaikini
23. Mavalli
24. Mavinkurve
25. Mundalli
26. Shirali

Taluk : Honnavara
27. Balakur
28. Chandavara
29. Haladipura
30. Handinbalu
31. Herengadi
32. Honnavara
33. Idagungi
34. Jalavalli
35. Kadatoka
36. Karki
37. Kasarkode
38. Kelaginoor
39. Kharva
40. Kodani
41. Kudrigi
42. Magod
43. Manki

44. Mavinakurve
45. Mugwa
46. Salkode
47. Upponi

Taluk : Karwar
48. Amdalli
49. Chandia
50. Chittacula
51. Kadwad
52. Karwar Muncipal Area
53. Majalli

Taluk : Kumta
54. Aghanashini
55. Alvedande
56. Bargi
57. Bavikodla
58. Beerkodi
59. Belehoige
60. Betkuli
61. Dareshwar
62. Devgiri
63. Divigi
64. Gokarn
65. Gudeangadi
66. Halkar
67. Heeregutti
68. Heni
69. Hollangadda
70. Hoskatta
71. Hubbangeri
72. Kadle
73. Kagal
74. Kodkani (Aramanekoppa)
75. Kodkani (Shashihital)
76. Lukkeri
77. Madangeri
78. Masoor
79. Mirzan
80. Morba
81. Nadumaskeri
82. Nushikote
83. Shashihittal
84. Tadri
85. Torke
86. Wanahalli
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List of  
landing centres
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	District : Dakshina Kannada
1. Baikampady
2. Hosabettu
3. Lachil
4. Mangalore Bunder
5. Mukka
6. Panambur (Inside Mangalore Port)
7. Panambur Beach
8. Sasihithlu
9. Someswar
10. Suratkal (Guddakoppal)
11. Talapady
12. Ullala

District : Udupi
1. Bada Yermal
2. Bengre-Hangarkatta
3. Bijadi
4. Ganguli Bunder
5. Ganguli Light House
6. Gopadi
7. Hejmadi
8. Kali-Hithlu
9. Kanchu Kodi
10. Kaup Light House
11. Kesarkodi
12. Kodikanyan
13. Kodiyeri
14. Kundapurkodi
15. Malpe F.H.
16. Manoor
17. Marvante
18. Mulki-Hejmadikodi
19. Navunda
20. Padubidri
21. Padukare
22. Paduvari
23. Tarapati (South Madikal)
24. Thenka Yermal
25. Uchila (Bada)

District : Uttara Kannada
1. Alvehitlu
2. Baval-Dandebag
3. Belambare
4. Belikeri
5. Belke
6. Bhatkal Bunder (M)
7. Byloor–Gaaligida

8. Byloor–Madikeri
9. Dandebag
10. Dhareswar
11. Dubbinshashi
12. Gabitwada
13. Gangavali
14. Gangavali (Ferry Point)
15. Gokarn
16. Gorate
17. Gotnebag
18. Haldipur-Horabag
19. Harwada
20. Hollangadde-Gudeangadi
21. Honnegadde
22. Hosahithlu
23. Jali
24. Kaarwar (P.O.)
25. Kadle
26. Kagal
27. Kaikini
28. Kajubag (Bangladesh)
29. Karikal
30. Karwar F.H.
31. Kasarkode F.H.
32. Keni
33. Manjuguni
34. Manki-Madi
35. Mavinkurve
36. Mudge-Amadalli
37. Mundalli
38. Murudeshwar
39. Niskenbag
40. Novabag-Devbag
41. Pavinkurve-Taribagilu
42. Sasithal
43. Shediguli
44. Shirali-Alivekodi
45. Tadri F.H.
46. Thengingundi
47. Wanahalli
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