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Preface

Data is the sine qua non of good governance and data generation is a formidable 
task. Though conducting the National Marine Fisheries Census 2016 has been a 
challenging endeavour, we at ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute are 
bestowed with such rich experience and vast expertise in big data management 
including the first survey of marine fishing villages and marine fish landings centres 
carried out during 1948-‘49, that, this mammoth task could be accomplished 
as a remarkably rewarding as well as enriching achievement. While the huge, 
but systematic data base generated is of utmost significance for governance-
oriented decision making at the Central as well as State levels, the process 
itself has offered us unique opportunities for strengthening our bonds with the 
stakeholders–the large majority of fishers in remote, mostly under-developed 
and environmentally challenged coastal villages. Despite the hardships, our staff 
members had to endure during the enumeration, the exercise could be taken 
to its logical end only because of the whole hearted cooperation extended by 
the fisherfolk and allied stakeholders of the nation.

I am happy to acknowledge the immense support and interest shown by the 
fisherfolk and allied stakeholders of the state who patiently provided all the 
required information to our staff members on the census job. The interface 
was well-mediated by the equally helpful assistance from the officials of the 
Department of Fisheries, Daman and Diu. Having conducted the Marine Fisheries 
Census in 2005 and 2010 with due funding support from the then Department 
of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries (DADF), Government of India, we 
were well equipped to address any operational issues that may crop up during 
enumeration. Nevertheless, our staff members were provided with sufficient 
skill enhancement trainings, well prior to their systematic deployment in the 
field. It is pertinent to provide a glimpse into the kind of preparations we have 
undertaken for this exercise. Across the nine maritime states and two union 
territories, we developed census data collection forms in different languages, 
dispatched them to different centers, printed notices in vernacular languages, 
gave media circulation, coordinated census enumeration at all the locations, 



made necessary supervisions, collected the forms back and finally brought 
them to the headquarters at Kochi for data digitization and data processing. 
The National Marine Fisheries Data Centre of ICAR-CMFRI coordinated the data 
entry, compilation and analysis. The entire scientific, technical, administrative 
and supporting staff of the Fishery Resources Assessment Division ably led by 
the division Head, Dr. T. V. Sathianandan, who made remarkable contributions in 
coming out with the census reports. Special thanks are due to all the scientific, 
technical, administrative and supporting staff of ICAR-CMFRI for their sincere 
involvements in the successful conduct of the census.

Once again, I am expressing my sincere thanks to the DADF, Govt of India 
(presently the Department of Fisheries – DoF) who supported by funding the 
census programme, ICAR officials who encouraged the activities, the entire CMFRI 
fraternity whose enthusiasm made this task a commendably collective feat.

Finally, I sincerely thank the Scientists-in-Charge, Veraval Regional Centre of 
ICAR-CMFRI & Mumbai Research Centre of ICAR-CMFRI and all other staff for 
the support and help rendered in completing the Marine Fisheries Census 2016 
successfully. I am sure this report will be of enormous use to all associated with 
the development of marine fisheries sector.

A. Gopalakrishnan
Director, ICAR-CMFRI & 

National Co-ordinator, Marine Fisheries Census, 2016
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Marine fisheries census was carried out in two 
districts of the Union territory of Daman & Diu 
during February 2016. The scope, time frame, the 
parameters, type of schedules used are described 
in Marine Fisheries Census 2016 India Report. The 
significant features are summarized below.

Fishing villages and landing 
centres

 ` There are 12 marine fishing villages in the U. 
T. of Daman & Diu, in which Diu and Daman 
share 6 each.

 ` There are 8 landing centres in Daman & Diu, of 
which Daman has 5 and Diu has 3.

Population
 ` There are 3,163 marine fishermen families in the 

U. T., of which Daman have 438 families and Diu 
have 2,725 families.

 ` The total marine fisherfolk population in the U. T.,  
is 15,836, out of which adult male constitute 
34.5%, adult female 32.3% and children 33.2%

 ` Of the total fisherfolk population, Diu accounts 
for 87.4% and Daman for 12.6%.

 ` Among 3,163 fishermen families, 98% are 
traditionally into fishing.

 ` The average number of families in a village is 
264, with 1,320 persons per village.

 ` The average family size is 5 with both districts 
having the same.

 ` Females form 48% of the population and 
female to male ratio is 938 per 1,000 males. 
This ratio is 944 in Diu and 899 in Daman.

Poverty
 ` In the U. T., there are 20 families below poverty 

line and nearly all of them are in Daman (18).

Education
 ` In Diu, 79% of the eligible fisherfolk are educated 

with different levels of education.

 ` About 22% of the eligible fisherfolk have education 
up to primary level, 50% have education upto higher 
secondary level, 4% have above higher secondary 
level education and 2% are graduates & above. 
The rest 21% of the population are unschooled.

Occupation
 ` There are 3,867 active marine fishermen in 

Daman & Diu, of whom an overwhelming 3,683 
are full time fishermen, 95 are part-time and the 
rest are engaged in fish seed collection.

 ` Among the occupied (4,630), 83% of the 
fisherfolk are engaged in active fishing and 14% 
in fishing allied activities and 3% in other areas 
not related to fishery.

Summary
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 ` There are 632 fisher folk engaged in fishing 
allied activities, such as marketing, making/ 
repairing net, curing/processing and labourers.

 ` Women outweigh men in fishing allied activities, 
accounting about 86%. Among the major fishing 
allied activities, women dominate in marketing 
of fish.

Aquaculture activities
 ` Census revealed that one fishermen family is 

engaged in aquaculture and it is in Diu district.

 ` There are 44 fisherfolk families with formal 
training in aquaculture.

Religion
 ` Among the 3,163 families, 3,147 belong to 

Hinduism and 15 belong to Islam. In these, 20 
families belong to SC/ST community.

Membership in co-operatives
 ` In the state, 9% of the adult fisherfolk are 

having membership in cooperative societies, 
out of which 85% are in fisheries cooperative 
societies and 15% are members in other 
cooperative societies.

Craft in the fishery
 ` There are 1,992 crafts in the fishery, of which 

1,419 are mechanized, and inboard (95), 
outboard (301) and non-motorised form 
the rest.

 ` Trawlers (1,063), gillnetters (342) and dollnetters 
(14) are the main crafts in the mechanized sector.

 ` Trawlers mainly operate in Diu (1,045).

 ` In the case of Gillnetters, 83% belong to Diu and 
17% belong to Daman.

 ` Non-motorised crafts operate in Diu only.

Craft owned by the fisherfolk

 ` There are 1,161 fishing crafts owned by fisherfolk, 
of which 777 are mechanised, 193 are inboard, 
129 are outboard and 62 are non-motorised.

 ` Trawlers account for 82% of the mechanised 
crafts owned by fisherfolk, followed by gillnetters 
(15%), purse seiners (2%) and dolnetters (1%)

 ` There are only 4 fishing crafts partially owned 
by fisherfolk, of which 2 are mechanized and 2 
are motorized.

Life saving and electronic 
equipment

 ` In Daman & Diu 2,613 marine fishermen families 
have life saving equipment (83.0%) and 2,606 
families have mobile phones (82.0%).

 ` Among fisherfolk families in the state, 756 
(24%) families have GPS and 18% families have 
wireless communication gadgets.

Infrastructure
 ` In Daman & Diu, 95% of the fishermen houses 

are pucca houses.

 ` 53% of the houses have less than 3 rooms and 40% 
of the houses do not have their own toilet facility.

 ` The number of houses electrified is 3,161.

 ` All houses are having drinking water facilities 
like well, tap, bore well /hand pump etc.

 ` There are 32 primary schools, 20 secondary 
schools, 4 colleges and 7 technical institutions 
in the fishing villages of Daman & Diu.

 ` All the fishing villages have cell phone coverage 
and 11 villages have bus stop/bus stand.

 ` There are 4 boat building yards, 26 ice factories, 
2 freezing plants and 1 processing plant in 
Daman & Diu. 
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List of  
marine fishing villages
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District : Daman

Taluk : Daman
1. Devka Mangelwad
2. Jampore
3. Kadiya Machhiwad
4. Moti Daman
5. Nani Daman
6. Varkond Mitanawad

District : Diu

Taluk : Diu
1. Bucharwada
2. Diu Urban
3. Ghoghla Urban
4. Saudwadi
5. Vanakbara
6. Zolawadi
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List of  
landing centres
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District : Daman
1. Devka Mangelwad
2. Jampore
3. Kadiya Machhiwad
4. Motidaman
5. Nanidaman

District : Diu
1. Diu
2. Goghala
3. Vanakbara
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