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PREFACE 

 

This is a very pleasant moment for me to put the foreword for this extremely valuable book for the marine 
fisheries management arena. 

India is bestowed with nine coastal States and four Union Territories (UT) covering the coastline of the 
country. Length of Country’s coast line is 8118 km including all the coastal States and UTs. Total Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) is 2.02 million square kilometres. Among these, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 
Lakshadweep Islands play vital roles on contributing to the national marine capture fisheries production. Not 
only the production, but also the man and machine behind the production. Unfortunately, till 26thDecember 
2004, these fishermen were not much talked about population. They were considered and included on the 
general national population register. When Tsunami struck the coasts of India on the above fateful date, it 
completely devastated the coast with huge loss of lives and properties. Post Tsunami, to start with 
rehabilitation program, it was realised that the nation is lacking with adequate information about the fisher 
folk population. Thus the Government of India initiated the mission of Marine Fisheries Census for exclusive 
enumeration of fisher folk population and their world. 

First marine fisheries census started on 2005 with the time scale of five years. On this series, the third census 
was conducted in 2016. Andaman and Nicobar group of islands and Lakshadweep islands were also covered 
under the census.  

India’s smallest Union Territory, Lakshadweep islands is the conglomeration of 36 islands comprising of ten 
inhabited islands, 17 uninhabited islands attached islets, four newly formed islets and five submerged reefs. 
Total population of Lakshadweep Islands is 64,473 (Census 2011). Fisher folks, with a population size of 
27,934 (marine census 2016) constituted 43.32% of the total population. The sex ratio was 913 females to 
1000 males. This manuscript covers almost everything of a fisher’s living such as housing, population 
distribution, education, occupation, gender based fishing and allied activities, religion and community, co-
operative society, aquaculture practice, lifesaving and electronic equipment, crafts, amenities, infrastructure 
etc. Many more attributes related to fisher life are also included in this publication. 

Being a fishery professional for more than four decades, I personally feel this publication is an epitome of 
many facets of coastal fisherfolk population of Lakshadweep Islands. It will certainly serve as a ready reckoner 
for the Government, decision makers, professionals, academia and will go a long way in contributing to the 
citizen science. Contributions of enumerators, scientists, administrators, policy makers and each and every one 
are duly acknowledged. Efforts of team FSI and CMFRI were well appreciated for bringing out this publication 
during this tough situation of COVID-19 pandemic. 

I thank each and every one for their contribution on this massive national work of Marine Fisheries Census 
2016. 

          
              (Dr. L. Ramalingam)  
         DIRECTOR GENERAL (I/C) 
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Marine Fisheries Census 2016 of Union Territory 
(U.T.) of Lakshadweep was carried out in its 10 
inhabited islands namely, Agatti, Amini, Andrott, 
Bitra, Chetlat, Kadmat, Kalpeni, Kavaratti, Kiltan and 
Minicoy. The scope, time frame, and terms used 
are described in Marine Fisheries Census 2016 India 
Report. Summary of significant features noted from 
the census data collected from these islands are 
given below:

Fishermen families
`` There are 4,163 marine fishermen families in 

Lakshadweep islands, the Agatti island having 
the maximum of 928 families followed by 
Minicoy with 800 families and Kadmat with 681 
families. The least was 44 families in Bitra island.

`` Out of the 4,163 marine fishermen families in 
Lakshadweep 3,003 (72.1%) are traditional 
fishermen families.

Population
`` The total marine fishermen population in 

Lakshadweep Islands is 27,934 with maximum 
of 7,536 in Minicoy followed by 4,899 in Agatti 
and 4,156 in Kadmat. The minimum number of 
marine fishermen population is in Bitra (222).

`` In Lakshadweep, 73.1% of the marine fishermen 
population is adults, 8.0% are children below 5 
years of age and 18.9% are children of 5 years 
or more age.

`` Including children, here the female to male ratio 
is 913 females per 1,000 males and this ratio 
is maximum in Kadmat Island (989) and the 
minimum is 740 in Andrott Island.

Poverty
`` There are 1,170 (28.1%) marine fishermen families 

below poverty line (BPL) in Lakshadweep with 
maximum in Kadmat (267) and minimum in 
Bitra (14).

Education
`` In Lakshadweep Islands, 55.4% of the eligible 

marine fisherfolk are educated with different 
education levels. Nearly 52.0% of males 
and 48.0% of females in the union territory 
are educated.

`` In the U.T., about 19.8% of the eligible people 
are with primary level of education, 23.4% are 
with higher secondary level, 8.0% are above 
higher secondary level and 4.2% are with 
graduation or above levels of education.

Occupation
`` There are 6,488 active fishermen in the 

Lakshadweep Islands, of whom 2,415 (37.2%) 
are full time fishermen engaged in actual 
fishing and 3,983 (61.4%) are engaged as part-
time fishermen.

Summary
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`` There are 2,553 fisherfolk engaged in fishing 
allied activities, of whom 28.9% are engaged in 
marketing of fish, 12.1% are engaged in making/
repairing net and 26.4% engaged in curing/
processing.

`` In Lakshadweep 58.5% of the fisherfolk 
engaged in marketing of fish are females, 79.0% 
of those engaged in making/repairing of net are 
males and 73.4% of those engaged in curing/
processing are females.

Religion
`` In Lakshadweep, the entire marine fishermen 

family belongs to Islam religion.

Membership in co-operatives
`` There are 2,477 fisherfolk in Lakshadweep 

having membership in co-operatives, of 
which 12.9% have membership in fisheries co-
operatives and rest of them have membership 
in other co-operatives.

Craft owned by the fisherfolk
`` The total number of fishing crafts fully owned 

by the marine fisherfolk in Lakshadweep is 
1,392, in which only 2 are mechanized, 25.1% 
are vessels with inboard engines, 26.0% are 
vessels with outboard engines and 48.8% are 
non-motorized crafts.

`` Other than full ownership, 135 marine fishermen 
families have shared ownership in fishing crafts. 
Out of this, the share in mechanized fishing 
vessel is for only one family, 84 families have 
shares in inboard vessels and 50 families have 
shares in outboard vessels.

Life saving and electronic 
equipment

`` In Lakshadweep, 1,130 marine fishermen 
families have life saving equipment (27.1%) and 
1,824 families have mobile phones (44%).

`` Among fisherfolk families in the state, only 261 
(6.3%) families have GPS and only 2 (0.05%) 
families have radio phones.

Infrastructure
`` Out of the 4,163 families in Lakshadweep, 3,974 

(95.5%) families live in pucca house and only 
189 families live in kutcha houses.

`` About 99.4% of the houses in this U.T. are 
electrified and only 0.4% of the houses are 
without toilet facility.

`` The source of potable water in Lakshadweep is 
well water for 65.4% of the fishermen families 
and tap water is the second major source of 
potable water, for 21.9% of the families.

`` In Lakshadweep, all the islands have hospitals, 
post office, police station and mobile 
phone coverage.

`` Only two islands have cyclone shelters but out of 
the 10 islands 8 have boat jetty, 5 have markets 
and auction shed exists in Kalpeni Island only.

`` All islands are having primary schools. Except 
Bitra all other islands in Lakshadweep have 
secondary schools, 3 islands have collages and 
2 have technical institutions.

`` Banks exist in all the islands except Bitra and 
there are community centers in 3 islands.

`` There are 3 islands with boat yards and 4 
islands have ice factories. Freezing plant and 
processing plant exists only in Minicoy and only 
Chetlat Island have a cold storage.
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Island-wise tables
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List of islands
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Islands
1. Agatti
2. Amini
3. Andrott
4. Bitra
5. Chetlat
6. Kadmat
7. Kalpeni
8. Kavaratti
9. Kiltan
10. Minicoy
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