
Indian Ocean Turtle Newsletter No. 10 
 

July, 2009 24
 

Awareness activities: 
 
The Tamil Nadu Forest Department has produced a 
VCD on olive ridley turtles which has been put up 
for sale at the Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary. 

This VCD has also been screened on many 
occasions to school and college students, fisherfolk 
and tourists, as part of the State Forest 
Department’s conservation awareness and 
education activities. 
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Sea turtles are found all along the coast of India, 
including the Lakshadweep and Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands. Five species inhabit the Indian 
seas; Dermochelys coriacea (leatherback turtle), 
Eretmochelys imbricata (hawksbill turtle), Chelonia
mydas (green turtle), Lepidochelys olivacea (olive 
ridley turtle) and Caretta caretta (loggerhead turtle) 
(Rajagopalan et al., 1996). These five species of sea 
turtles, distributed widely all over the world, are 
highly endangered (Chhapgar, 2005). There are four 
listed species of sea turtles that occur in 
Maharashtra, India; hawksbill turtle, green turtle, 
loggerhead turtle and olive ridley turtle (Daniel, 
1983; Bhaskar, 1984; Das, 1985). Giri (2001) has 
made a detailed survey of the various species of sea 
turtles found in Maharashtra. Katkar (1991) has 
reported nesting site of olive ridley observed on the 
beach of Palshet, Ratnagiri, Maharashtra. Green and 
olive ridley turtles are known to nest along parts of 
the coast of Maharashtra such as Alibag, Dahanu, 
etc., and in Ratnagiri (Gole, 1997; Kar & Bhaskar, 
1981; Shaikh, 1984; Giri & Chaturvedi, 2006). In 
Mumbai they usually nest at Backbay, Juhu 
Chowpati, Girgoan Chowpati, Governor’s Gate, 
Shivaji Park to Mahim, Juhu to Versova Mud 
Island, Gorai, Marve, Manori, Worli and Vashi 
Creek (Chhapghar, 2005; Kar & Bhaskar, 1981; 
Giri & Chaturvedi, 2006). 
 
Olive ridley turtles are categorized as Vulnerable 
on the IUCN Red List (IUCN, 2002) and are 
included in Schedule I of the Indian Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972. 
 

During the months of June – July 2008, three olive 
ridley turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea) were found 
stranded on the Mumbai coast in Maharashtra. These 
turtles are locally called ‘Kasav’ (Karbari et al., 
1986). Details of these turtles such as morphometric 
measurements, type of capture, etc. are given in 
Table 1. There are reports of accidental stranding and 
inadvertent landings of marine turtles along the 
Maharashtra coast (e.g. Katdare & Mone, 2005), but 
a majority of such instances have not been properly 
documented. Some of the documented instances of 
turtles landed in Maharashtra are provided in Table 2.  

 
The first turtle, measuring 50.5 cm in carapace 
length and weighing 20 kg, was found stranded at 
Juhu Chowpati beach on 29th June 2008 at around 9 
pm (Figure 1). A passerby informed the Bombay 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(BSPCA) of the stranded turtle. The BSPCA 
immediately arrived at the spot and administered 
first aid to the turtle. They then took it to the 
Sakarbai Dinshaw Petit Hospital for Animals 
(SDPHA) situated at Parel, which is a 127 year old 
veterinary hospital in the heart of Mumbai city 
dedicated to the cause of selfless service towards the 
welfare of abandoned and injured animals. The right 
fore flipper was cut off completely and it was 
observed that the turtle was very weak and could 
barely move its body. The turtle was treated with 
antibiotics and food supplements at the hospital. 
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Figure 1: Turtle I - that was found stranded at 
Juhu. 
 

 
Figure 2: Turtle II - that was found caught at 
Colaba. 
 

 
Figure 3: Turtle III – that was found stranded at 
Marine Lines. 

Photos: S. Sundaram, 2008. 
 

Another turtle, measuring 54 cm in carapace length 
and weighing 27 kg was found entangled in a fishing 
net by local fishermen on 2nd July 2008 at Cuffe 
Parade, Colaba (Figure 2). The animal was caught 
with a hook and line and the hook was still intact in 
its neck when it was found. The fishermen had 
carried the turtle and handed it over to the BSPCA. It 
was then taken to SDPHA where it was operated 
upon successfully and the hook was removed. After 
the wound healed the turtle started eating small 
pieces of fish. This turtle was also heavily starved for 
many days, as it could not eat food due to the hook in 
its mouth.  

 
The third turtle was found stranded at Marine Lines 
on 11th July 2008 at 5 pm (Figure 3). The turtle was 
comparatively large, measuring 75 cm in carapace 
length and weighing about 49 kg. It was found by 
Mumbai police personnel patrolling the area. The 
Police Department took the animal to the BSPCA 
and eventually to the SDPHA. The turtle was injured 
very badly with both its fore flippers heavily 
damaged. The left fore flipper was fractured with its 
arteries ruptured and the flipper was dangling from 
the turtle’s body. The turtle was immobile. It was 
assumed that propellers from trawlers had caused the 
injury. At the hospital, both flippers were bandaged 
with gauze. After taking X rays, surgery was 
attempted on the left flipper to suture it, but was not 
successful. Subsequently, the flipper had to be 
amputated to prevent further infection. 
 
All three turtles were administered similar treatment 
after they were found; they were placed in a tank 
filled with seawater with Poviodine solution. They 
were treated with Tetanmtoxide (TT), antibiotics and 
multivitamins. Initially, pieces of fish (of Scienid sp. 
and Nemiptres sp.) were given to them on a plate, but 
they did not eat. Later however, when they were fed 
manually with a pair of tongs, they began to eat. 
According to veterinary doctors, it would take at least 
one and a half months for the turtles to recover 
completely. They were of the opinion that the treated 
turtles would find it extremely difficult to fend for 
themselves in the wild, and suggested handing them 
over to the State Wildlife Department or the 
Taraporewala Marine Aquarium in Mumbai for 
rehabilitation, before being released into the sea. 
They were eventually given to the care of the NGO 
‘Green Cross’ and were air lifted to Goa, where they 
will be monitored until they recover.  
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Table 1. Morphometric measurements (in cm) and other information of the turtles landed at Mumbai  

Description Turtle - I Turtle - II Turtle - III 

Date of capture/stranded 29-06-08 02-07-08 11-07-08 

Type of capture Stranded Hook and line Stranded 

Place Juhu Colaba Marine lines 

Found and saved by Public Fishermen Police department 

Type of injury Right forelimb cut 
completely 

Hook fixed in throat Both the forelimbs cut 
and heavily injured 

Length of carapace 50.5 54.0 75.0 

Width of carapace 42.0 45.5 66.0 

Length of plastron 30.0 33.0 52.0 

Width of plastron 25.0 26.0 37.5 

No. of lateral scutes on 
carapace 

7.0 6.0 7.0 

Total weight 20.0 27.0 49.0 

 
 
 
Table 2. Instances of turtle stranding along the coast of Maharashtra (between 1981 – 1996) 

Year Month Place Species Sex Carapace 
length 
(cm) 

Weight 
(kg) 

Mode of 
capture 

Reference 

1981 Sep Mumbai Hawksbill F 78.3 80.0 Gill net Karbhari, 
1981 

Mumbai Olive ridley M 63.0 48.0 Trawl net Apr 
Vasai Green F 66.5 42.8 Bag net 

1984 

Sep Vasai Olive ridley F 75.0 54.5 Bag net 

Karbhari et
al.,1984 

Apr Dev Bag Leatherback ? 149.8 100.0 Gill net Karbhari,19851985 
Dec Pawas Green M 51.2 38.0 Trawl net Karbhari et

al.1985 
1988 Apr Ratnagiri Olive ridley ? 60.0 25.5 Gill net Katkar, 1988 
1991 May Bassien 

Koliwada 
Olive ridley M 68.5 34.8 Bag net Hotagi, 1991 

1995 Nov Ratnagiri Olive ridley ? 64.0 30.0 Hook and 
lines 

Katkar, 1995 

1996 May Janjira 
Murud 

Olive ridley ? 71.0 56.0 Stranded Jadhav, 1996 
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