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This information adds to the currently limited 
knowledge of occurrence and potential migratory 
pattern of leatherback sea turtles along the west coast 
of India. The earlier record of leatherback turtle off 
Bharadkhol (Karve et al., 2020) and recent record 
off Palghar district are from the months of May 2019 
and March 2021 respectively, and may be related 
to the jellyfish blooms that occur in Maharashtra 
waters in the summer months (Saravanan, 2018).
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Figure 2. Leatherback turtle entangled in gill net off Palghar 
district of Maharashtra on 12th March 2021 and released. 

(Photo credit: Prakash Tandel)
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An exploratory fish trawl survey was conducted on 4th 
March 2021 along the Mallipattinam coast of Palk Bay, 
Tamil Nadu, on the southeast coast of India. Midwater 
trawling was carried out between the coordinates of 
10.25° N, 79.53° E and 10.28° N, 79.64° E, 5 nautical 
miles offshore and in waters 7m deep. When hauling the 
trawl net, we noticed that a single green turtle (Chelonia 
mydas) was accidentally caught in the trawl catch (Figure 
1). The neck of the turtle was entangled in an abandoned 
gillnet. The turtle was removed carefully from the codend 
of the trawl net and cut free from the entangling gillnet 
without any further apparent stress and injury. The 
turtle was carefully examined but no sign of injury or 
malformation were found. Morphometric measurements 
were taken with a flexible tape measure (Figure 2) and 

the weight estimated by hand (Table 1). The tail did not 
extend beyond the carapace so, at this size, the turtle 
cannot be conclusively identified as male or female. The 
turtle was released back into the sea with the help of crew 
members (Figure 3).

Green turtles have a Type II developmental pattern, 
spending their early years in the oceanic zone and 

Parameter Measurements
Curved Carapace Length (CCL) 65cm
Curved Carapace Width (CCW) 62cm
Weight (estimated) 48kg

Table 1: Morphometrics of bycatch green turtle.



I n d i a n  O c e a n  Tu r t l e  N e w s l e t t e r  N o .  3 4

1 6

Figure 1. Bycatch green turtle -entangled in a gill net- in 
a trawl net. (Photo credit: Shanmugam Thirumalaiselvan)
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Figure 2. Measuring the bycatch green turtle. (Photo 
credit: Muthusamy Rajkumar)

Figure 3. Release of bycatch green turtle into the sea. 
(Photo credit: Joseph Jegan)

then moving into the neritic zone as young juvenile 
turtles (20-35cm CCL; see Bolten, 2003). Historically, 
seagrass meadows in the coastal waters of Tamil Nadu, 
including Palk Bay, supported foraging populations of 
green turtles (Agasitheesapillai & Thiagarajan, 1979) 
in such numbers as to support a commercial fishery 
(Jones & Fernando, 1973; Agasitheesapillai Mudaliar, 
1996). The green sea turtle described in this study is 
likely part of the current foraging population in Palk Bay.


