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Foreword
Rich and varied marine biodiversity in tropical island systems play tremendously in the wellbeing 
of population thriving there. Lagoons and the near reef areas of the atoll islands, Lakshadweep 
is home to a plethora of fauna and flora. Several species of corals, fishes, crustaceans, molluscs, 
sponges, seaweeds, seagrasses, echinoderms etc with diverse ecological functions enrich this 
ecosystem. Fishing, the mainstay of the economy of the islands, is smaller in scale and sustainable 
in practice. Dependence on resilient, oceanic resources like the tunas makes the fishery here more 
sustainable and relieves greatly the fishing pressure on the inshore, reef associated resources.

ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) has been involved in study and 
documentation of marine biodiversity of the island system for long, mainly through the Minicoy 
Research Centre of CMFRI till 2004 and later through various projects. Lakshadweep specific fisheries 
management plan project was started since April, 2017 for focussed information gathering and 
developing science-based fisheries management plan for the major fisheries of the islands, viz. the 
tuna and the reef associated fishes including livebait resources.

The publication, Lakshadweep fisher’s handbook: an illustrated field guide of common species, 
a pictorial compilation of the commercially important fishery resources of Lakshadweep emanates 
from the fishery management plan project for Kerala and Lakshadweep started since 2012, followed 
by the Lakshadweep Fisheries Management Plan project. Fishes of the Lakshadweep archipelago 
has been documented in detail by many authors in the past, the prominent ones of which are 
Fishes of Laccadive Archipelago by Jones, S. and M. Kumaran (1980) and Marine Ornamental fish 
Resources of Lakshadweep by Murti V.S. (2002) (CMFRI Special Publication No.72).

The compilation comprises of image and scientific, common and vernacular names of 269 
number fish species commonly found in the Lakshadweep islands; belonging to four groups viz. 
Elasmobranchs (sharks and rays), Telosts (fin fishes), Crustaceans (mainly lobsters), Cephalopods 
(octopus, squid and cuttlefishes) occupying across 24 taxonomic orders and 63 families. This 
publication is intended to help the fisheries field data collectors, fish traders, fishermen besides 
students and researchers in species identification for trade and research purpose.

A. Gopalakrishnan
Director, ICAR-CMFRI
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Preface

Lakshadweep Group of Islands, the little specks, in the 
Arabian Sea has a total geographical area of a meager 
32 Km2 only. The same fluctuate due to seasonal erosions 
and accretions. The arable land of the Islands is hardly 
26 Km2 which has to accommodate the entire essential 
infrastructures including the housing needs. However, 
availability of 4 lakh Km2 of Exclusive Economic Zone, 
20,000 Km2 of territorial waters, 4,200 Km2 of lagoons, 
6 submerged sandbanks, and 3 coral reefs make it the 
second-largest Island territory of India. The waters around 
the Islands are immensely rich with various types of fishery 
resources. The blue lagoons with highly attractive flora & 
fauna are extremely enchanting and are the most suitable 
for Responsible Tourism Programs (RTP) and thus, makes it 
one of the richest territories of the nation. The realistic and 
long-lasting socio-economic development can be achieved 
only through scientific and rational utilization of these 
natural resources. Therefore, appropriate developmental 
programs have to be designed through holistic approaches 
to ensure sustainable exploitation. The utilisation of fishery 
resources, with very high exploitable potentials, coupled 
with the availability of suitable human resources has to get 
top priority while contemplating the strategies.

The entire marine, particularly the fisheries resources were 
considered and treated as common property - res communis 
till recently. However, the fish and fisheries within the 
territorial waters are now under the state’s jurisdiction and 

are administered by legal frameworks to a great extent. The 
legal regulations are enacted to enable the judicious and 
effective management of these resources. They are highly 
essential for the maintenance of equilibrium of the stocks 
and also to prevent over-exploitation and stock depletion. 
The mandatory regulations are formulated with the help 
of realistic data collected through special surveys, regular 
monitoring and need-based specific studies.

The industries, in general, are on the fast forward mode 
experiencing drastic changes, the fishing industry is no 
exception. Therefore, judicious planning and effective 
management strategies are essential in the fisheries sector 
also. Over-fishing, depletion and collapse of stocks are the 
present order of many seas other than the Lakshadweep 
Sea. Though abundant, fishing activities are modest 
and seasonal even today. Earnest efforts with scientific 
planning are needed for the rational utilization of the 
resources. The action for the same has to be initiated 
without any further delay. As, the regularly targeted tunas 
and other pelagic fishes are highly migratory and shared 
resources, the level of exploitation by the adjacent nations 
will have both short-term and long-term repercussions 
on Lakshadweep fisheries. Further, the straddling stocks 
with a specific life span if not exploited within the time 
would be lost forever. The proper utilization plans can be 
designed only by meticulous planning with the support of 
real-time scientific data. The critical inputs like information 
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on relative abundance & distribution of various resources 
in space & time, stock sizes, exploitation techniques & 
their deployment pattern, manpower availability & their 
distribution strategies, etc. need to be regularly collected, 
analyzed, interpreted and accordingly, the management 
strategies need to be designed and implemented. The 
collection and documentation of species-wise & gear-wise 
fish landing data are of prime importance for the same.

The committed studies on monitoring of tuna and live bait 
fisheries were carried out continuously by the erstwhile 
Minicoy Research Centre of ICAR-CMFRI since its inception 
in 1958. Meanwhile, specific studies on various aspects of 
fisheries were carried out intermittently by many researchers 
from other Islands also. However, regular monitoring of the 
Pole & line tuna fisheries was mainly confined to Minicoy 
Island till 2004. The studies on the surface tuna fisheries 
were extended to the Agathi and Andrott Islands from 2004 
onwards. Subsequently, the species-wise and gear-wise 
fish landing data collection on all the important varieties 
were initiated with the help of educated local youths from 
2007 onwards from these three Islands. They were given 
basic orientation and regular guidance for the purpose. 
Inordinate difficulties, particularly the identification of fish, 
were experienced in the process. A data collection manual 
(Kaippusthakam) incorporating colour photographs of the 
most important and regularly targeted fish species including 
the live baits, octopus, etc. with their scientific, common 
English and vernacular names was also prepared for 
assisting the data collection. The information like species, 
quantity, seasons, etc. on these varieties are also needed 
for the designing of Responsible Fishery Management Plans 
(RFMP). The field identification of all the important groups 
is very essential for the same.

Several books are available with detailed taxonomical 
accounts of fishes of various Island nations. But, none 
for the field identification of the Lakshadweep fishes. The 
challenges of filling the lacunae are attempted by preparing 
a field guide on Lakshadweep fishes. The book is designed 
as pictorial, which is arranged in the phylogenic order 
followed by Nelson et al 2016, aid for the identification of 
the important fishes caught in Lakshadweep. Each picture is 
supported with their scientific and common English names 
while the local names, other than Minicoy, are presented 
in the Malayalam dialect. The Minicoy names in Mahal are 
presented in the Divehi script. The alternate names and 
synonyms are excluded due to space constraints. However, 
few vernacular names are included to help the local people 
to identify them correctly. The book will greatly facilitate 
the identification of almost all the important varieties 
of fish which is very essential for planning the rational 
utilization and designing proper management strategies. 
The best photographs of fresh specimens only are selected 
for the purpose. Many publications were referred for the 
confirmation of the species. Also, I interacted with the 
local experts and presented them with the draft copies 
for ascertaining the exact local names and their correct 
pronunciations. Despite the earnest efforts, the shortcomings 
or mistakes cannot be ruled out. The mistakes, if any, may 
be brought to the notice of authors for rectification.

The specimen collection, identification, photography, 
collection and application of the vernacular names other 
than Mahal names and all the related scientific works were 
carried out solely by the first author. Therefore, I take the 
privilege of preparing the preface. The secretarial works, 
designing the plates, etc. were executed by the second 
author. The Mahal names in Divehi
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font were prepared by the third author. The photos 
selected for the purpose were edited very carefully and 
systematically by Mr. K. Yadhukrishna. (8089439485) of 
Puthiyappa, Calicut. I wish to record my appreciation for 
his commitment.

I am highly indebted to Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan, Director, ICAR-
CMFRI, for the support and wholehearted encouragement  
extended to me in the preparation of the book. I also 
express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Abdussamad E. M., 
Principal Scientist, Mr. Ratheesh T., Technical Officer, Pelagic 
Fisheries Division and Dr. K. Vinod, Principal Scientist, 
Marine Biodiversity Division for their sincere and valuable 
support in going through the material and making essential 
corrections. A large number of persons from different Islands 
have helped me in this work. I place on record my sincere 
thanks to all those who have helped and encouraged me 
in the process. I wish to express my special thanks and pray 
for my friend Mr. Ambapalli Munjhameem (late) of Agatti 
Island for the wholehearted support extended to me while 

carrying out the related works particularly the difficult and 
tiresome fishing experiments for the specimen collection. I 
will be failing in my duty if I do not express my gratitude to 
the experts who have ascertained the local names and their 
correct pronunciations. They are Mr. V. K. Ibrahim Kutty 
(9495813289) & Mr. Shamsu Annargothi (9446345886) of 
Minicoy, Mr. Mathil Cheriya Koya (9495885059) of Kalpeni, 
Mr. Kolikkattu Koya, Mr. Rappi Puthiyath (9447610787) 
& Mr. Shihab Purathuppura (9447667523) of Andrott, 
Mr. P. A. Yasir Arafath (9447982528) of Kiltan, Mr. C. B. 
Abdulla Koya (9447822713) of Amini, Mr. Kocha Koya, 
Mr. A. Hussain Ali (9447900570) & Mr. Mohammed Ali 
(9447306009) of Agatti.

I hope this humble effort will be of much help in the process 
of scientific management of the fishery resources and 
designing an effective developmental strategy in the most 
important core sector of the U.T. of Lakshadweep. The field 
guide is presented before you with high expectations.

K. P. Said Koya

Legends used in this book

Family name Scientific name English name Other Islands local name Mahal name / Minocoy  Local name
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Elasmobranchs

GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE-Nurse sharks

1. Nebrius ferrugineus (Lesson, 1831) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

LAMNIDAE-mackerel sharks

1. Isurus oxyrinchus (Refinesque, 1810) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

CARCHARHINIDAE-Requiem sharks

1. Carcharhinus albimarginatus (Ruppell, 1837)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

2. Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos (Bleeker, 1856) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 19

3. Carcharhinus limbatus (Muller & Henle, 1839)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

4. Carcharhinus melanopterus (Quoy & Gaimards, 1824) .  .  . 20

5. Galeocerdo cuvier (Peron & Lesueur, 1822)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

SPHYRNIDAE-Hammerhead sharks

1. Sphyrna lewini (Cuvier, Griffith & Smith, 1834) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

2. Sphyrna zygaena (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21

DASYTIDAE (Trygonidae)-Whiptail stingrays

1. Pastinachus sephen (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21

MYLIOBATIDAE-Eagle rays

1. Aetomylaeus nichofii (Bloch & Schneider, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21

2. Mobula birostris (Walbaum, 1792) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 21

3. Mobula mobular (Bonnaterre, 1788)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22

Teleosts

ALBULIDAE-Bonefishes

1. Albula glossodonta (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25

MURAENIDAE (Heteromyridae)-Moray eels

1. Echidna delicatula (Kaup, 1856) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25

2. Echidna nebulosa (Ahl,1789)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 25

3. Gymnothorax favagineus (Bloch & Schneider, 1801) .  .  .  .  . 25

4. Gymnothorax fimbriatus (Bennett, 1832) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26

5. Gymnothorax flavimarginatus (Ruppell, 1830)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26

6. Gymnothorax javanicus (Bleeker, 1859) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26

7. Gymnothorax meleagris (Shaw, 1795) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 26

8. Gymnothorax undulatus (Lacepede, 1802) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27

CLUPEIDAE- Herrings, shads, sprats, sardines,  
pilchards etc.

1. Spratelloides delicatulus (Bennett, 1832)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27

2. Spratelloides gracilis (Temminck & Schlegel, 1846)  .  .  .  .  .  . 27

3. Amblygaster leiogaster (Valenciennes, 1847) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27

4. Herklotsichthys quadrimaculatus (Ruppell, 1837) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

List of species
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SYNODONTIDAE-Lizardfishes

1. Saurida gracilis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1824)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

2. Synodus jaculum (Russell & Cressey, 1979) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

3. Synodus variegatus (Lacepede, 1803).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 28

HOLOCENTRIDAE-Squirrelfishes

1. Neoniphon argenteus (Valenciennes, 1831) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29

2. Neoniphon sammara (Forsskal, 1775)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29

3. Sargocentron caudimaculatum (Ruppell, 1838)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29

4. Sargocentron melanospilos (Bleeker, 1858)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29

5. Sargocentron spiniferum (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

6. Myripristis adusta (Bleeker, 1853)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

7. Myripristis berndti (Jordan & Evermann, 1903) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

8. Myripristis botche (Cuvier, 1829) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30

9. Myripristis violacea (Bleeker, 1851) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31

APOGONIDAE-Cardinalfishes

1. Cheilodipterus macrodon (Lacepede, 1802) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31

2. Ostorhinchus endekataenia (Bleeker, 1852) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31

3. Ostorhinchus fasciatus (White, 1790) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 31

4. Ostorhinchus taeniophorus (Regan, 1908) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 32

5. Taeniamia fucata (Cantor, 1849)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 32
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POMACENTRIDAE-Damselfishes

1. Amphiprion clarkii (Bennet, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 32
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5. Abudefduf bengalensis (Bloch, 1787)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 33
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8. Chrysiptera biocellata (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34

9. Chrysiptera brownriggii (Bennet, 1828) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 34

10. Chrysiptera unimaculata (Cuvier, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 35
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5. Tylosurus crocodilus (Peron & Lesueur, 1821) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 41

CORYPHAENIDAE-Dolphinfishes

1. Coryphaena hippurus (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42

RACHYCENTRIDAE-Cobias

1. Rachycentron canadum (Linnaeus, 1766) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42

ECHENEIDAE (Echeneididae)-remoras (Sharksuckers)

1. Echeneis naucrates (Linnaeus, 1758)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 42

2. Remora albescens (Temminnedk & Schlege, 1850)  .  .  .  .  .  . 42

CARANGIDAE-Trevallies, scads, queen fishes, runners, 
pompanos etc.

1. Trachinotus baillonii (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43

2. Trachinotus blochii (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43

3. Scomberoides lysan (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43

4. Scomberoides tol (Cuvier, 1832).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43

5. Elagatis bipinnulata (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

6. Seriola dumerili (Risso, 1810)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

7. Seriola rivoliana (Valenciennes, 1833)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

8. Alectis indica (Ruppell, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 44

9. Carangoides ferdau (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 45
10. Carangoides orthogrammus (Jordan & Gilbert, 1882) .  .  .  . 45
11. Caranx ignobilis (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 45
12. Caranx lugubris (Poey, 1860) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 45
13. Caranx melampygus (Cuvier, 1833) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
14. Caranx sexfasciatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
15. Decapterus macarellus (Cuvier, 1833) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
16. Selar crumenophthalamus (Bloch, 1793) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
17. Selaroides leptolepis (Cuvier, 1833) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47

18. Uraspis uraspis (Gunther, 1860) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47

SPHYRAENIDAE-Barracudas

1. Sphyraena barracuda (Edwards, 1771)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47
2. Sphyraena chrysotaenia (Kluzinger, 1884)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 47
3. Sphyraena flavicauda (Ruppell, 1838)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48
4. Sphyrena forsteri (Cuvier, 1829) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48

5. Sphyrena putnamae (Jordan & Seale, 1905)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48

XIPHIIDAE-Swordfish

1. Xiphias gladius (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48

ISTIOPHORIDAE-Billfishes

1. Istiompax indica (Cuvier, 1832) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49

2. Istiophorus platypterus (Shaw, 1792) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49

3. Kajikia audax (Philippi, 1887)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49

BOTHIDAE-Lefteye flounders

1. Bothus myriaster (Temminck & Schlegel, 1846) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 49
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FISTULARIIDAE-Cornetfishes

1. Fistularia commersonii (Ruppell, 1838)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50

SCOMBRIDAE - Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

1. Acanthocybium solandri (Cuvier, 1832) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
2. Gymnosarda unicolor (Ruppell, 1836)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
3. Auxis rochei (Risso, 1810)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 50
4. Auxis thazard (Lacepede, 1800) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51
5. Euthynnus affinis (Cantor, 1849) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51
6. Katsuwonus pelamis (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51
7. Thunnus albacares (Bonnaterre, 1788)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51

8. Thunnus obesus (Lowe, 1839) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

PINGUIPEDIDAE-Sandperches

1. Parapercis hexophthalma (Cuvier, 1829) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

LABRIDAE-Wrasses

1. Cheilinus chlorourus (Bloch, 1791) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

2. Cheilinus trilobatus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

3. Cheilinus undulatus (Ruppell, 1835) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53

4. Cheilio inermis (Forsskal, 1775)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53

5. Coris cuvieri (Bennett, 1831) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53

6. Gomphosus caeruleus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53

7. Halichoeres hartzfeldii (Bleeker, 1852) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54

8. Halichoeres hortulanus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54

9. Halichoeres marginatus (Ruppell, 1835)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 54

10. Halichoeres scapularis (Bennet, 1832) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 52

11. Halichoeres zeylonicus (Bennet, 1833) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55

12. Hemigymnus melapterus (Bloch,1791)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55

13. Hologymnosus annulatus (Lacepede,1801)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55

14. Hologymnosus doliatus (Lacepede,1801)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 55

15. Iniistius pavo (Valenciennes, 1840) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56

16. Labroides dimidiatus (Valenciennes, 1839) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56

17. Macropharyngodon ornatus (Randall, 1978) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56

18. Novaculichthys taeniourus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 56

19. Oxycheilinus digramma (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 57

20. Stethojulis trilineata (Bloch & Schneider, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 57

21. Thalassoma hardwicke (Bennet, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 57

22. Thalassoma jansenii (Bleeker, 1856)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 57

23. Thalassoma lunare (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58

SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)-Parrot fishes

1. Chlorurus enneacanthus (Lacepede, 1802) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58

2. Hipposcarus harid (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58

3. Scarus frenatus (Lacepede, 1802)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58

4. Scarus ghobban (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59

5. Scarus rubroviolaceus (Bleeker, 1847)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59

6. Scarus scaber (Valenciennes, 1840)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59

GERREIDAE-Mojarras

1. Gerres filamentosus (Cuvier, 1829) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 59

2. Gerres oblongus (Cuvier, 1830)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60

3. Gerres oyena (Frosskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60

MULLIDAE-Goatfishes

1. Mulloidichthys flavolineatus (Lacepede, 1801)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60

2. Mulloidichthys vanicolensis (Valenciennes, 1831) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 60

3. Parupeneus barberinus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 61

4. Parupeneus cyclostomus (Lacepede, 1801)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 61

5. Parupeneus heptacanthus (Cuvier, 1802)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 61

6. Parupeneus indicus (Shaw, 1803)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 61

7. Parupeneus macronemus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62

8. Parupeneus trifasciatus (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62

9. Upeneus taeniopterus (Cuvier, 1829) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62
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PEMPHERIDAE-Sweepers

1. Pempheris oualensis (Cuvier, 1831) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 62

2. Pempheris vanicolensis (Cuvier, 1831)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63

KYPHOSIDAE-Sea chubs

1. Kyphosus cinerascens (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63

2. Kyphosus vaigiensis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63

SERRANIDAE - Groupers, hinds, lyretails etc.

1. Aethaloperca rogaa (Forsskal, 1775)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 63

2. Cephalopholis argus (Schneider, 1801)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64

3. Cephalopholis hemistiktos (Ruppell, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64

4. Cephalopholis nigripinnis (Valenciennes,1828) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64

5. Cephalopholis sonnerati (Valenciennes, 1828)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64

6. Epinephelus fasciatus (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65

7. Epinephelus hexagonatus (Foster, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65

8. Epinephelus longispinis (Kner, 1864)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65

9. Epinephelus tauvina (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65

10. Plectropomus areolatus (Ruppell, 1830)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66

11. Plectropomus laevis (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66

12. Variola albimarginata (Baissac, 1953) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66

13. Variola louti (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 66

PRIACANTHIDAE-Bigeyes (catalufas)

1. Periacanthus blochii (Bleeker, 1853) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67

2. Periacanthus hamrur (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67

CHAETODONTIDAE-Butterflyfishes

1. Chaetodon auriga (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67

2. Chaetodon collare (Bloch, 1787) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 67

3. Chaetodon falcula (Bloch, 1795) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 68

4. Chaetodon guttatissimus (Bennet, 1833)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 68

5. Chaetodon lunula (Lacepede, 1802) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 68

6. Chaetodon trifasciatus (Park, 1797)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 68

7. Chaetodon xanthocephalus (Bennet, 1833) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 69

8. Heniochus acuminatus (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 69

9. Heniochus diphreutes (Jordan, 1903) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 69

10. Heniochus monoceros (Cuvier, 1831) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 69

POMACANTHIDAE-Angelfishes

1. Apolemichthys xanthurus (Bennet, 1833) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70

MALACANTHIDAE-Tile fishes

1. Malacanthus brevirostris (Guichenot, 1848) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70

HAEMULIDAE (Pomadasyidae)-Grunts

1. Plectorhinchus gaterinus (Frosskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70

2. Plectorhinchus vittatus (Linnaeus, 1758) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70

LUTIJANIDAE-Snappers

1. Aphareus furca (Lacepede, 1801)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 71

2. Aphareus rutilans (Cuvier, 1830)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 71

3. Aprion virescens (Valenciennes, 1830)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

4. Pristipomoides filamentosus (Valenciennes, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  . 71

5. Lutjanus bohar (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72

6. Lutjanus fulviflamma (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72

7. Lutjanus gibbus (Forsskal, 1775)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72

8. Lutjanus kasmira (Forsskal, 1775)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 72

9. Lutjanus rivulatus (Cuvier, 1828)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73

10. Macolor niger (Forsskal, 1775) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73

CAESIONIDAE-Fusiliers

1. Caesio caerulaurea (Lacepede, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73
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2. Caesio lunaris (Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 73

3. Caesio xanthonota (Bleeker, 1853)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74

4. Pterocaesio chrysozona (Cuvier, 1830) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74

5. Pterocaesio digramma (Bleeker, 1864) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74

6. Pterocaesio pisang (Bleeker, 1853)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 74

CIRRHITIDAE-Hawkfishes

1. Cirrhitus pinnulatus (Forster, 1801) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 75

SIGANIDAE-Rabbitfishes

1. Siganus argenteus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 75
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Elasmobranchs



Legends used in this book

Family name Scientific name English name Other Islands local name Mahal name / Minocoy  Local name



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  19

	T Nebrius ferrugineus (Lesson, 1831)
	X Tawny nurse shark
z	tamtcm³ / tamtcmw

¯	urwyim cnwdin (Nidam miyaru)

	T Carcharhinus albimarginatus (Ruppell, 1837)
	X Silvertip shark
z	am\s¨mdmKv / ipdmKv

¯	urwyim ilubwTcawk (Kattabuli miyaru)

	T Isurus oxyrinchus (Refinesque, 1810)
	X Shortfin mako
z	Fd¨ns¨mdmKv / Cd¨n¨pdmKv

¯	urwyim cswmirov (Vorimas miyaru)

	T Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos (Bleeker, 1856)
	X Blacktail reef shark
z	ipdmhv / simdmKv / ipdmKv

¯	urwyim ilubwTcawk (Kattabuli miyaru)

	v GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE
Nurse sharks

	v CARCHARHINIDAE
Requiem sharks

	v LAMNIDAE
Mackerel sharks

	v CARCHARHINIDAE
Requiem sharks



20  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Carcharhinus limbatus (Muller & Henle, 1839)
	X Blacktip shark
z	ipdmhv / s_Ät¡mSn / simdmKv /

¯	urwyim ilubwTcawk (Kattabuli miyaru)

	T Galeocerdo cuvier (Peron & Lesueur, 1822)
	X Tiger shark
z	henbipdmKv / ^q¨s¨mdmKv

¯	urwyim ilubwTcawk (Vorimas miyaru)

	T Carcharhinus melanopterus (Quoy & Gaimards, 1824)
	X Blacktip reef shark
z	ipdmhv / simdmKv / ipdmKv

¯	urwyim ilubwTcawk (Kattabuli miyaru)

	T Sphyrna lewini (Cuvier, Griffith & Smith, 1834)
	X Scalloped hammerhead
z	A«¨pdmhv / sIm¼³¨pdmhv / A«s¨mdmKv

¯	urwyim cnwgilWk (Kaaligan miyaru)

	v CARCHARHINIDAE
Requiem sharks

	v CARCHARHINIDAE
Requiem sharks

	v CARCHARHINIDAE
Requiem sharks

	v SPHYRNIDAE
Hammerhead sharks



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  21

	T Sphyrna zygaena (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Smooth hammerhead
z	A«¨pdmhv / sIm¼³¨pdmhv / A«s¨mdmKv

¯	urwyim cnwgilWk (Kaaligan miyaru)

	T Aetomylaeus nichofii (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Banded eagle ray
z	hmhÂ / Im¡s¯c n / ^¡ns¯c n

¯	iDwm (Madi)

	T Pastinachus sephen (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Cowtail ray
z	Hme_mew sXc n / sXc n / apÅs´c n

¯	iDwm (Madi)

	T Mobula birostris (Walbaum, 1792)
	X Giant manta
z	tIm«mÀ / Xnc n / im«v Xnc n

¯	iDwm (Madi)

	v SPHYRNIDAE
Hammerhead sharks

	v MYLIOBATIDAE
Eagle rays

	v DASYATIDAE (Trygonidae)
Whiptail stingrays

	v MYLIOBATIDAE
Eagle rays



22  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Mobula mobular (Bonnaterre, 1788)
	X Devil ray
z	tIm«mÀ / Xnc n

¯	iDwm (Madi)

	v MYLIOBATIDAE
Eagle rays



Teleosts



Legends used in this book

Family name Scientific name English name Other Islands local name Mahal name / Minocoy  Local name



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  25

	T Echidna delicatula (Kaup, 1856)
	X Mottled moray
z	aeªn / s_Å aeªn

¯	cnev rik (Kiru Veng)

	T Albula glossodonta (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Roundjaw bonefish
z	̂ qao³ / Cenao³

¯	Miemas (Mie mas)

	T Echidna nebulosa (Ahl, 1789)
	X Starry moray / Floral moray
z	aeªn / ^« aeªn

¯	cnev (Veng)

	T Gymnothorax favagineus (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Laced moray
z	̂ pÅnaeªn / aeªn

¯	cnev uuawm (Mau Veng)

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels

	v ALBULIDAE
Bonefishes

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels



26  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Gymnothorax meleagris (Shaw, 1795)
	X Turkey moray
z	Icnaeªn / aeªn

¯	cnev uLwk (Kalu Veng)

	T Gymnothorax flavimarginatus (Ruppell, 1830)
	X Yellow-edged moray
z	Icnaeªn / aeªn

¯	cnev uLwk (Kalu Veng)

	T Gymnothorax fimbriatus (Bennett, 1832)
	X Fimbriated moray
z	̂ pÅnaeªn / ^« aeªn

¯	cnev uLwk (Kalu Veng)

	T Gymnothorax javanicus (Bleeker, 1859)
	X Giant moray
z	Icnaeªn / aeªn

¯	cnev uLwk (Kalu Veng)

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  27

	T Spratelloides delicatulus (Bennett, 1832)
	X Delicate round herring
z	slms en / aª¨mf / imf

¯	ileDcnoh (Hondeli)

	T Gymnothorax undulatus (Lacepede, 1802)
	X Undulated moray
z	aeªn

¯	cnev (Veng)

	T Spratelloides gracilis (Temminck & Schlegel, 1846)
	X Silver-stripe round herring
z	sdln / aª¨mf / simdmKv\ imf

¯	iher (Rehi)

	T Amblygaster leiogaster (Valenciennes, 1847)
	X Smoothbelly sardinella
z	_mbn¨mf / sa¯n

¯	wlwbcnugiSwk (Karshi Gumbla)

	v CLUPEIDAE
Herring, shads,sprats, sardines,pilchards etc.

	v MURAENIDAE
Moray eels

	v CLUPEIDAE
Herring, shads,sprats, sardines,pilchards etc.

	v CLUPEIDAE
Herring, shads,sprats, sardines,pilchards etc.



28  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Synodus variegatus (Lacepede, 1803)
	X Variegated lizardfish
z	_mf¡ / Cenao\v / XqÀ¸w

¯	idUs (Soodi)

	T Saurida gracilis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1824)
	X Gracile lizardfish
z	_mf¡ / Cenao\v / XqÀ¸³

¯	idUs (Soodi)

	T Herklotsichthys quadrimaculatus (Ruppell, 1837)
	X Bluestripe herring
z	sa¯n / Xpenbs½¯n

¯	wlwbcnug (Gumbla)

	T Synodus jaculum (Russell & Cressey, 1979)
	X Lighthouse lizardfish
z	_mf¡ / Cenao\v / XqÀ¸w

¯	idUs (Soodi)

	v SYNODONTIDAE
Lizardfishes

	v SYNODONTIDAE
Lizardfishes

	v CLUPEIDAE
Herring, shads,sprats, sardines,pilchards etc.

	v SYNODONTIDAE
Lizardfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  29

	T Neoniphon sammara (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Spotfin /Sammara squirrelfish
z	ISph³ / tIm¡Sph³ / tIm¡SpIw

¯	ihirwb uduh (Hudhu Barihi)

	T Neoniphon argenteus (Valenciennes, 1831)
	X Clearfin squirrelfish
z	ISphw / tIm¡Sph³ / tIm¡SpIw

¯	ihirwb uduh (Hudhu Barihi)

	T Sargocentron caudimaculatum (Ruppell, 1838)
	X Silverspot squirrelfish
z	Xo¡Sph³ / IÅmfw / IÅ_mf³

¯	cswmirevWr (Raaveri mas)

	T Sargocentron melanospilos (Bleeker, 1858)
	X Blackblotch squirrelfish
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / sXm v ISvIw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu Barihi)

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes



30  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Myripristis botche (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Blacktip soldierfish
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / sXm v ISvIw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu Barihi) 

	T Myripristis adusta (Bleeker, 1853)
	X Shadowfin soldierfish
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / sXm v ISvIw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu Barihi)

	T Sargocentron spiniferum (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Sabre squirrelfish / Red coat
z	Xo¡Sph³ / IÅmfw / IÅ_mf³

¯	cswmirevWr (Raaveri mas)

	T Myripristis berndti (Jordan & Evermann, 1903)
	X Blotcheye soldierfish
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / sXm v ISvIw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu Barihi)

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  31

	T Cheilodipterus macrodon (Lacepede, 1802)
	X Largetoothed cardinalfish
z	̂ qZw / ^qZ

¯	idOb uDob (Bodu Bodhi)

	T Myripristis violacea (Bleeker, 1851)
	X Lattice soldierfish
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / sXm v ISvIw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu Barihi)

	T Ostorhinchus endekataenia (Bleeker, 1852)
	X Scandystripe cardinalfish
z	̂ qZw / ^qZ

¯	idObuDob (Bodu Bodhi)

	T Ostorhinchus fasciatus (White, 1790)
	X Broadbanded cardinalfish
z	̂ qZw / ^qZ

¯	idObuDob (Bodu Bodhi)

	v APOGONIDAE
Cardinalfishes

	v HOLOCENTRIDAE
Squirrelfishes

	v APOGONIDAE
Cardinalfishes

	v APOGONIDAE
Cardinalfishes



32  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Amphiprion clarkii (Bennet, 1830)
	X Yellowtail clown / Clark’s anemonefish
z	̂ q¨mf / aªs¡män / sam©½o³

¯	cswmuDnwguawm (Maugandumas)

	T Taeniamia fucata (Cantor, 1849)
	X Orangelined cardinalfish
z	t_m[n / IÃvfimf

¯	idOb ctwr (Raiboadhi)

	T Ostorhinchus taeniophorus (Regan, 1908)
	X Reef-flat cardinalfish
z	̂ qZw / ^qZ

¯	idOb uDob (Bodu Bodhi)

	T Fibramia thermalis (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Half-barred cardinalfish
z	t_m[n / IÃvfimf

¯	idOb (Boadhi)

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v APOGONIDAE
Cardinalfishes

	v APOGONIDAE
Cardinalfishes

	v APOGONIDAE
Cardinalfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  33

	T Dascyllus trimaculatus (Ruppell, 1829)
	X Threespot dascyllus / domio
z	Icn¸S¯³ / IÅns¡män / ^S¯w

¯	cnwrub ilwg (Gali Burang)

	T Dascyllus aruanus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Whitetailed dascyllus
z	Icn¸S¯³ / IÅns¡män / ^S¯w

¯	cnwrub ilwg (Gali Burang)

	T Chromis ternatensis (Bleeker, 1856)
	X Ternate chromis / Green chromis
z	\nealn / ^¨¨mf / ^¨s¡män

¯	Nilamehi (Nilamehi)

	T Abudefduf bengalensis (Bloch, 1787)
	X Bengal sergeant
z	IÅn / ^S¯³ / Icnao³ / ^o¿w

¯	cnwrub (Burang)

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes



34  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Chrysiptera brownriggii (Bennet, 1828)
	X Surge damselfish
z	Icnws¡män / Icn¸S¯³

¯	cnwrub (Burang)

	T Abudefduf vaigiensis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Indo-pacific sergeant
z	IÅn / ^S¯³ / Icnao³ / ^o¿w

¯	cnwrub (Burang)

	T Abudefduf septemfasciatus (Cuvier, 1830)
	X Banded sergeant / Sevenbar damsel
z	IÅn / ^S¯³ / Icnao³ / ^o¿w

¯	cnwrub (Burang)

	T Chrysiptera biocellata (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Twinspot damselfish
z	Icnws¡män / Icn¸S¯³

¯	cnwrub (Burang)

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  35

	T Pomacentrus philippinus (Evermann & Scale, 1907) 
	X Philippine damsel
z	\oe¸S¯w / \oes¡män

¯	tubctuh (Huibui)

	T Chrysiptera unimaculata (Cuvier, 1830)
	X Onespot demoiselle
z	s_Ås¡män / s_Å¸S¯w

¯	cnwrub (Burang)

	T Eleutheronema tetradactylum (Shaw, 1804)
	X Fourfinger threadfin
z	aq¡³ / _mÄao³ / samlw

¯	wlEk (Keala)

	T Filimanus heptadactyla (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Sevenfinger threadfin
z	aq¡³ / _mÄao³ / samlw

¯	lEk (Keala)

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POMACENTRIDAE
Damselfishes

	v POLYNEMIDAE
Threadfins

	v POLYNEMIDAE
Threadfins



36  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Oreochromis mossambicus (Peters, 1852)
	X Mozambique tilapia
z	aenbmwao³ / Ipf¯v¡p¶n / Cw¥ojvao³

¯	wpcawDcnwb (Bandappa)

	T Crenimugil seheli (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Bluespot mullet
z	amem³ / Ifnbw / XncpX

¯	ugcnEb (Bengu)

	T Crenimugil crenilabis (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Fringelip mullet
z	amem³ / Ifnbw / XncpX

¯	unukem (Mekunu)

	T Mugil cephalus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Flathead mullet
z	amem³ / Ifnbw / XncpX

¯	unukem (Mekunu)

	v CICHLIDAE
Cichlids

	v MUGILIDAE
Mullets

	v MUGILIDAE
Mullets

	v MUGILIDAE
Mullets



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  37

	T Blenniella periophthalmus (Valenciennes, 1836)
	X Blue-dashed rockskipper
z	I¡mS³ / s\mªw

¯	UTwk / wncnusugid (Digu Sunna / Kattu)

	T Blenniella cyanostigma (Bleeker, 1849)
	X Striped rockskipper
z	I¡mS³ / s\mªw

¯	UTwk / wncnusugid (Digu Sunna / Kattu)

	T Entomacrodus striatus (Valenciennes, 1836)
	X Reef margin blenny / Pearly rockskipper
z	I¡mS³ / s\mªw

¯	UTwk / wncnusugid (Digu Sunna / Kattu)

	T Istiblennius edentulus (Forster & Schneider,1801)
	X Rippled rockskipper
z	I¡mS³ / s\mªw

¯	UTwk / wncnusugid (Digu Sunna / Kattu)

	v BLENNIDAE
Combtooth blennies

	v BLENNIDAE
Combtooth blennies

	v BLENNIDAE
Combtooth blennies

	v BLENNIDAE
Combtooth blennies
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	T Parexocoetus brachypterus (Richardson, 1846)
	X Sailfin flyingfish
z	̂ dh / ^tdm / ^¨¸dK

¯	igcnwLuf (Fulanghi)

	T Atherinomorus lacunosus (Forster, 1801)
	X Wide-banded hardyhead silverside
z	a nbw / am«v¡Ãw / Xpenb³ / HmSÝmf

¯	cnwtcaif (Fitham)

	T Petroscirtes mitratus (Ruppell, 1830)
	X Floral blenny
z	a®p®n / s\mªw

¯	UTwk / wncnusugid (Digu Sunna / Kattu)

	T Hypoatherina temminckii (Bleeker, 1854)
	X Samoan silverside
z	a nbw / am«v¡Ãw / Xpenb³ / HmSÝmf

¯	cnwtcaif (Fitham)

	v EXOCOETIDAE
Flyingfishes

	v ATHERINIDAE
Old world silversides

	v BLENNIDAE
Combtooth blennies

	v ATHERINIDAE
Old world silversides
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	T Cypselurus poecilopterus (Valenciennes, 1846)
	X Yellowing flyingfish
z	̂ pÅn¸dh / ^pÅn¸tdm / ^pÅn¸dK

¯	igcnwLufikis (Siki fulanghi)

	T Cheilopogon furcatus (Mitchill, 1815)
	X Spotfin flyingfish
z	Hme¸tdm / ^dh / ^tdm / ^dK

¯	igcnwLuf (Fulanghi)

	T Hirundichthys coromandelensis (Hornell, 1923)
	X Coromandel flyingfish
z	Hme¸tdm / ^dh / ^tdm

¯	igcnwLuf (Fulanghi)

	T Hemiramphus far (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Black- barred halfbeak
z	IpSp¡ / HäsIm¡³ / tId³ / apcÂ

¯	ilotcnutcaea (Ethuntholi)

	v EXOCOETIDAE
Flyingfishes

	v EXOCOETIDAE
Flyingfishes

	v EXOCOETIDAE
Flyingfishes

	v HEMIRAMPHIDAE
Halfbeaks
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	T Ablennes hians (Valenciennes, 1846)
	X Flat needlefish
z	̂ mfsamcÂ / Xfb³ / IÀt¯m³

¯	ilotiDnwk (Kanditholi)

	T Hyporhamphus limbatus (Valenciennes, 1847)
	X Congaturi halfbeak
z	IpSp¡ / HäsIm¡³ / tId³ / apcÂ

¯	ilotcnutcaea (Ethuntholi)

	T Hemiramphus lutkei (Valenciennes, 1847)
	X Lutke’s halfbeak
z	IpSp¡ / HäsIm¡³ / tId³ / apcÂ

¯	ilotcnutcaea (Ethuntholi)

	T Rhynchorhamphus malabaricus (Collette, 1976)
	X Malabar halfbeak
z	tId³ / HäsIm¡³ / apcÂ

¯	ilotcnutcaea (Ethuntholi)

	v BELONIDAE
Needlefishes

	v HEMIRAMPHIDAE
Halfbeaks

	v HEMIRAMPHIDAE
Halfbeaks

	v HEMIRAMPHIDAE
Halfbeaks
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	T Strongylura leiura (Bleeker, 1850)
	X Banded needlefish
z	Duf / tId³ / s_tÅ³

¯	ilotcnuted (Denthuntholi) 

	T Platybelone argalus platyura (Bennett, 1832)
	X Keeled needlefish
z	XqinsamcÂ / Duf / tId³

¯	ilotcnuted (Denthuntholi)

	T Tylosurusacus melanotus (Bleeker, 1850)
	X Agujon needlefish
z	Xmt¡mÂImc³ / samcÂ

¯	ilotcnutiDnwdulwt (Thaludandithuntholi)

	T Tylosurus crocodilus (Peron & Lesueur, 1821)
	X Hound needlefish
z	IÀt¯m³ / Duf / samcÂ

¯	ilotcnuted (Denthuntholi)

	v BELONIDAE
Needlefishes

	v BELONIDAE
Needlefishes

	v BELONIDAE
Needlefishes

	v BELONIDAE
Needlefishes
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	T Remora albescens (Temminnedk & Schlege, 1850)
	X White remora / White suckerfish
z	Iotimw / IoiIw / s_Å¡otim³

¯	cswmwTcawa (Atta mas)

	T Rachycentron canadum (Linnaeus, 1766)
	X Cobia
z	G« / aebm½o³

¯	cswm urutwd (Dhathuru mas)

	T Coryphaena hippurus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Common dolphinfish
z	A^vtWmkv / HutWmkv / skbv¡nÄ sNbn³

¯	wlwyif (Fiyala)

	T Echeneis naucrates (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Live sharksucker
z	Iotimw / IoiIw

¯	cswmwTcawa (Atta mas)\

	v ECHENEIDAE (Echeneididae)
Remoras (sharksuckers)

	v RACHYCENTRIDAE
Cobias

	v CORYPHAENIDAE
Dolphinfishes

	v ECHENEIDAE (Echeneididae)
Remoras (sharksuckers)
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	T Trachinotus blochii (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Snubnose pompano (juvenile)
z	̂ obmS / I®tÝ\

¯	ilWv (Vaali)

	T Trachinotus baillonii (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Smallspotted dart
z	̂ obmS / I®tÝ\

¯	ilWv (Vaali)

	T Scomberoides lysan (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Doublespotted queen fish
z	̂ ptWmXn / sImtWmXn

¯	ilWv iSwk (Karshi vaali)

	T Scomberoides tol (Cuvier, 1832)
	X Needlescaled queen fish
z	̂ ptWmXn / sImtWmXn

¯	ilWv iSwk (Karshi vaali)

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.
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	T Alectis indica (Ruppell, 1830)
	X Indian threadfish
z	aSvXe / I®mSn¡Sph / Ipdn¨n

¯	idnwhwDum (Mudahandhi)

	T Seriola dumerili (Risso, 1810)
	X Greater amberjack
z	IpfphÂ / ^dS³ / ISph

¯	idnwhinwf uaetig (Githeu Fanihandhi)

	T Elagatis bipinnulata (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Rainbow runner
z	imao³

¯	WyinWm (Maaniyaa)

	T Seriola rivoliana (Valenciennes, 1833)
	X Longfin yellowtail / Almaco jack
z	IpfphÂ / ^dS³ / ISph

¯	idnwhinwf uaetig (Githeu Fanihandhi)

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.
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	T Carangoides orthogrammus (Jordan & Gilbert, 1882)
	X Island trevally
z	IpfphÂ / ^dS³ / ^mc / ISph

¯	idnwhinwf uaetig (Githeu Fanihandhi)

	T Carangoides ferdau (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Blue trevally
z	aSvXe / Ipdn¨n

¯	idnwhwDum (Mudahandhi)

	T Caranx ignobilis (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Giant trevally
z	aSvXe / ISph / IpfphÂ / Ipdn¨n

¯	idnwhwDum (Mudahandhi)

	T Caranx lugubris (Poey, 1860)
	X Black jack
z	Icna¨w / ISph / IpfphÂ / Icnw Ipdn¨n

¯	idnwhinwf Lwk (Kalu Fanihandi)

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.
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	T Selar crumenophthalamus (Bloch, 1793)
	X Bigeye scad
z	I®w_wKSm /_wKSm

¯	c swm iSum (Murshi mas)

	T Caranx sexfasciatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Bigeye trevally
z	I®¦Sph / IpfphÂ / ^dS³ / tImfn¡®³

¯	itwpcnwk (Kanpathi)

	T Caranx melampygus (Cuvier, 1833)
	X Bluefin trevally
z	s^m«¦pfphÂ / ISph

¯	idnwhinwf cswk (Kas Fanihandi)

	T Decapterus macarellus (Cuvier, 1833)
	X Mackerel scad
z	_wKSm

¯	c swm iSum (Murshi mas)

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.
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	T Uraspis uraspis (Gunther, 1860)
	X Whitemouth jack
z	IpfphÂ / ^dS³ / ISph

¯	idnwhinwf uaetig (Githeu Fanihandhi)

	T Selaroides leptolepis (Cuvier, 1833)
	X Yellowstripe scad
z	imf_wKSm / _wKSm

¯	cswm iSum (Murshi mas)

	T Sphyraena barracuda (Edwards, 1771)
	X Great barracuda
z	XncpX¡Sb³ / ^mÀamkv

¯	iloturwf (Farutholi)

	T Sphyraena chrysotaenia (Kluzinger, 1884)
	X Yellowstripe barracuda
z	̂ mÀamkv / tImem¡pfnbw

¯	iloturwf (Farutholi)

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v CARANGIDAE 
Trevallies,scads,queenfishes,runners, pompanos etc.

	v SPHYRAENIDAE
Barracudas 

	v SPHYRAENIDAE
Barracudas 
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	T Xiphias gladius (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Sword fish
z	IpXvcao³ / sIm¼Ýqc

¯	urwbihcswm (Mashibaru)

	T Sphyrena forsteri (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Bigeye barracuda
z	tImem¡pfnbw / tImemkv / ^mÀamkv

¯	iloturwf (Farutholi)

	T Sphyraena flavicauda (Ruppell, 1838)
	X Yellowtail barracuda
z	tImem¡pfnbw / tImemkv / ^mÀamkv

¯	iloturwf (Farutholi)

	T Sphyrena putnamae (Jordan & Seale, 1905)
	X Sawtooth barracuda
z	XncpX¡Sb³ / ^mÀamkv / sXmtf³

¯	ilotururwf (Farutholi)

	v XIPHIIDAE
Swordfish

	v SPHYRAENIDAE
Barracudas 

	v SPHYRAENIDAE
Barracudas 

	v SPHYRAENIDAE
Barracudas 
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	T Istiophorus platypterus (Shaw, 1792)
	X Indo-Pacific sail fish
z	Hme ao³

¯	urwbihcnwf (Fanhibaru)

	T Istiompax indica (Cuvier, 1832)
	X Black marlin
z	IpXc ao³ / Hme¡pXc ao³

¯	urwbih cnwgcnut (Thunganhibaru)

	T Kajikia audax (Philippi, 1887)
	X Striped marlin
z	Hme¡pXc ao³

¯	urwbih cnwgcnut (Thunganhibaru)

	T Bothus myriaster (Temminck & Schlegel, 1846)
	X Indo- pacific oval flounder
z	e½w / em`³ / eman\v

¯	Dwmcaufcaea (Effummadi)

	v ISTIOPHORIDAE
Billfishes

	v ISTIOPHORIDAE
Billfishes

	v ISTIOPHORIDAE
Billfishes

	v BOTHIDAE
Lefteye flounders
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	T Auxis rochei (Risso, 1810)
	X Bullet tuna
z	dmhp n / dmKp n

¯	iDnogWr (Ragondi)

	T Acanthocybium solandri (Cuvier, 1832)
	X Wahoo
z	Ab¡pd

¯	cswmugid (Digumas)

	T Fistularia commersonii (Ruppell, 1838)
	X Bluespotted cornetfish
z	ip¡m´«n / Zw`v / tImenbw / ^eK

¯	ilot cnepctwb (Baipen tholi)

	T Gymnosarda unicolor (Ruppell, 1836)
	X Dogtooth tuna
z	̂ Ã³¨qc / aoÝqc

¯	ilwncnwk irov (Vori Kannali)

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

	v FISTULARIIDAE
Cornetfishes

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.
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	T Euthynnus affinis (Cantor, 1849)
	X Kawakawa
z	e«n / dmhp n

¯	iTcawl (Latti)

	T Auxis thazard (Lacepede, 1800)
	X Frigate tuna
z	dmhp n / dmKp n

¯	iDnogWr (Ragondi)

	T Katsuwonus pelamis (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X skipjack tuna
z	amkv iqc

¯	cswmwlibilwk (Kalibilamas)

	T Thunnus albacares (Bonnaterre, 1788)
	X Yellowfin tuna
z	̂ qh³¨qc / si_nb³ / I¶Snbw

¯	cswm ilwncnwk (Kannali mas / Bodu Kannali)

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.
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	T Cheilinus trilobatus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Tripletail wrasse (juvenile)
z	tXm¡m / it¯m¡m / iqfw

¯	wkOt (Thoaka)

	T Parapercis hexophthalma (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Speckled sandperch
z	Cenao³ / _mf¡

¯	cnuDus (Sudung)

	T Thunnus obesus (Lowe, 1839)
	X Bigeye tuna
z	In Â / s_enbiqc

¯	cswm ilwncnwk (Kannali mas / Bodu Kannali)

	T Cheilinus chlorourus (Bloch, 1791)
	X Floral wrasse
z	_fe / it¯m¡m / tXm¡ / iqfw

¯	wkOtwfwk (Kafathoaka)

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v PINGUIPEDIDAE
Sandperches

	v SCOMBRIDAE 
 Mackerels, tunas, wahoo etc.

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses
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	T Cheilio inermis (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Cigar wrasse
z	tImemkvtRmf / ^pÂ¨qf³ / sIm¡wtªmf

¯	wkOt (Thoaka)

	T Cheilinus undulatus (Ruppell, 1835)
	X Humphead wrasse
z	_fe / tXm¡

¯	wkOt (Thoaka)

	T Coris cuvieri (Bennett, 1831)
	X African coris
z	sImSnbtªmf

¯	iawkih (Hikkae)

	T Gomphosus caeruleus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Green birdmouth wrasse
z	Fd¨n¨qf³

¯	iawkihcnwgcnut (Thungan hikkae)

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses
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	T Halichoeres scapularis (Bennet, 1832)
	X Zigzag wrasse
z	tRmf / ISnbtªmf / IufmS

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Halichoeres hortulanus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Checkerboard wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / Ip¸n¨qfw / Xpenbwtªmf

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Halichoeres hartzfeldii (Bleeker, 1852)
	X Hartzfeld’s wrasse
z	tRmf / ISnbtªmf / ^¨¨qfw

¯	awkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Halichoeres marginatus (Ruppell, 1835)
	X Dusky wrasse
z	tRmf / Idv¯iqfw

¯	iawkihilwg (Galhikkae)

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses
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	T Hemigymnus melapterus (Bloch,1791)
	X Blackeye / Half-and-Half thicklip
z	tRmf / iqfw / Idp¸pw _nÄ¸pw iqfw

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Halichoeres zeylonicus (Bennet, 1833)
	X Gold stripe wrasse / Zylon wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / Ip¸n¨qfw

¯	lwk cmereh (Galihikkae)

	T Hologymnosus annulatus (Lacepede,1801)
	X Ring wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / hbävISnb³

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Hologymnosus doliatus (Lacepede,1801)
	X Pastel ring wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / hbävISnb³

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses
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	T Novaculichthys taeniourus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Rockmover wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / ISnbtªmf

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Labroides dimidiatus (Valenciennes, 1839)
	X Bluestreak cleaner wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw

¯	ilwk cmereh (Harem kali)

	T Iniistius pavo (Valenciennes, 1840)
	X Peacock wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / hbävISnb³

¯	iawkih (Hikkae)

	T Macropharyngodon ornatus (Randall, 1978)
	X False leopard / Ornate wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / hbävISnb³

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses
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	T Stethojulis trilineata (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Three-lined rainbow wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / ^pÂ¨qfw

¯	awkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Oxycheilinus digramma (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Cheeklined wrasse
z	tXm¡ / it¯m¡m / iqfw

¯	wkOt (Thoaka)

	T Thalassoma hardwicke (Bennet, 1830)
	X Sixbar wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / Ip¸n¨qfw

¯	iawkihilwg (Galihikkae)

	T Thalassoma jansenii (Bleeker, 1856)
	X Jensen’s wrasse
z	tRmf / iqfw / Ip¸n¨qfw

¯	iawkihugidUgwn (Nagoodhiguhikkae)

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses
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	T Scarus frenatus (Lacepede, 1802)
	X Bridled parrotfish
z	si n¨qf³ / ^¨¡m¨n

¯	iawDcnwl (Landae)

	T Chlorurus enneacanthus (Lacepede, 1802)
	X Captain parrotfish
z	si n¨qf³ / \oes¨ n / ^¨¡m¨n

¯	iawDcnwl (Landae)

	T Thalassoma lunare (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Moon wrasse
z	tRmf / ^¨¨qfw

¯	iawkihuwn (Nuehikkae)

	T Hipposcarus harid (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Candelamoa parrotfish
z	si n¨qf³

¯	iawDcnwl (Landae)

	v SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)
Parrotfishes

	v SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)
Parrotfishes

	v LABRIDAE
Wrasses

	v SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)
Parrotfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  59

	T Scarus rubroviolaceus (Bleeker, 1847)
	X Ember parrotfish
z	si n¨qf³ / iu\si n / iucnt¨mdv

¯	iawDcnwl (Landae)

	T Scarus ghobban (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Blue-barred parrotfish
z	si n¨qf³ / i n

¯	iawDcnwl (Landae)

	T Scarus scaber (Valenciennes, 1840)
	X Fivesaddle parrotfish
z	si n¨qf³ / \oes¨ n / ^¨¡m¨n

¯	awDcnwl (Landae)

	T Gerres filamentosus (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Whipfin silver-biddy
z	Iq\w{^m¨n / sImSnb³ {^m¨n / a  n^ncvKSn

¯	cswmwyinua (Uniyamas)

	v SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)
Parrotfishes

	v SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)
Parrotfishes

	v SCARIDAE (Callyodontidae)
Parrotfishes

	v GERREIDAE
Mojarras
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	T Mulloidichthys vanicolensis (Valenciennes, 1831)
	X Yellowfin goatfish
z	aW¡w / ^tdm¨m¯mÀ / Xncfw

¯	idcnwkwlet (Thelakanthi)

	T Gerres oyena (Frosskal, 1775)
	X Common silver-biddy
z	{^m¨n / ^ncvKSn

¯	lWswyinua ugid (Dhigu Uniyasaala)

	T Gerres oblongus (Cuvier, 1830)
	X Slender silver-biddy
z	tImÂ {^m¨n / {^m¨n

¯	cwlWswyin uaugid (Dhigu Uniyasaala)

	T Mulloidichthys flavolineatus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Yellowstripe goatfish
z	aW¡w / ^tdm¨m¯mÀ / Xncfw

¯	idcnwkwlet (Thelakanthi)

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes

	v GERREIDAE
Mojarras

	v GERREIDAE
Mojarras

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes
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	T Parupeneus cyclostomus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Gold- saddle goatfish
z	aW¡w / aªm½W¡w

¯	cSoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	T Parupeneus barberinus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Dash-and-dot goatfish
z	aW¡w / IÂaW¡w / XqinaW¡w

¯	cSoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	T Parupeneus heptacanthus (Cuvier, 1802)
	X Cinnabar goatfish
z	aW¡w / IÂaW¡w

¯	cSoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	T Parupeneus indicus (Shaw, 1803)
	X Indian goatfish
z	aW¡w / IÂaW¡w

¯	cSoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes
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	T Pempheris oualensis (Cuvier, 1831)
	X Blackspot sweeper
z	Aw_m«/ Ipe¡¯n

¯	idObwsWmcnwa (Ammasabodhi)

	T Parupeneus trifasciatus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Doublebar goatfish
z	aW¡w / IÂaW¡w

¯	cSoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	T Parupeneus macronemus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Long- barbel goatfish
z	aW¡³ / IÂaW¡³ / im¯mÀ

¯	SoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	T Upeneus taeniopterus (Cuvier, 1829)
	X Finstripe goatfish
z	aW¡w / ^qhme½W¡w

¯	cSoauLwk uSwduawg (Gaudharukaluoh)

	v PEMPHERIDAE
Sweepers

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes

	v MULLIDAE
Goatfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  63

	T Kyphosus cinerascens (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Blue sea chub
z	I¡pd n / ^p©n / Icnw^p©n

¯	cswm wyilurik (Kiruliya mas)

	T Pempheris vanicolensis (Cuvier, 1831)
	X Vanikoro sweeper
z	Aw_m«/ Ipe¡¯n

¯	idObwsWmcnwa (Ammasabodhi)

	T Kyphosus vaigiensis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Brassy chub
z	I¡pd n / ^p©n / s_Å^p©n

¯	cswm wyilurik (Kiruliya mas)

	T Aethaloperca rogaa (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Redmouth grouper
z	Idp¯si½en / Idp¯ Hm´w

¯	cswm itwdir whwn (Nahari Dhathi mas)

	v KYPHOSIDAE
Sea chubs

	v PEMPHERIDAE
Sweepers

	v KYPHOSIDAE
Sea chubs

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.



64  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Cephalopholis sonnerati (Valenciennes, 1828)
	X Tomato hind
z	̂ Ä]Â / si³Nocs¨½³ / ^fv¸ev

¯	wnWfctwr (Raifaana)

	T Cephalopholis hemistiktos (Ruppell, 1830)
	X Yellowfin hind
z	̂ Ä]Â / si³Nocs¨½³ / ^fv¸ev

¯	wnWf (Faana)

	T Cephalopholis argus (Schneider, 1801)
	X Peacock hind
z	\oes¨½³ /]pÅns¨½³ / Hm´w

¯	wnWf (Faana)

	T Cephalopholis nigripinnis (Valenciennes,1828)
	X Black / duskyfin hind
z	̂ Ä]Â / si³Nocs¨½³ / inI¶Hm´w

¯	wnWf (Faana)

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.
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	T Epinephelus hexagonatus (Foster, 1801)
	X Starspotted grouper
z	̂ pÅns¨½³ / Hm´w

¯	nWf (Faana)

	T Epinephelus fasciatus (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Blacktip grouper
z	̂ Ä]Â / ^fv¸ev

¯	wnWf (Faana)

	T Epinephelus longispinis (Kner, 1864)
	X Longspine grouper
z	si½w / Hm´w

¯	wnWf (Faana)

	T Epinephelus tauvina (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Greasy grouper
z	̂ pÅns¨½³ / Hm´w

¯	wnWf (Faana)

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.



66  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Variola louti (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Yellow-edged lyretail
z	I¯n_me³ / ^Ä]Â / ^fv¸ev

¯	awhctwruDcnwk (Kanduraihau)

	T Plectropomus laevis (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Black- saddled coralgrouper
z	̂ Ä]Â / ^fv¸ev

¯	cnwrog (Gorang)

	T Plectropomus areolatus (Ruppell, 1830)
	X Squaretail coralgrouper
z	̂ Ä]Â / ^fv¸ev

¯	cnwrog (Gorang)

	T Variola albimarginata (Baissac, 1953)
	X White-edged lyretail
z	I¯n_me³ / ^Ä]Â / ^fv¸ev

¯	uawhctwruDcnwk (Kanduraihau)

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.

	v SERRANIDAE 
Groupers,hinds, lyretails etc.



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  67

	T Periacanthus hamrur (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Moontail bullseye
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / Ipe¡¯n / a®mcw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu barihi)

	T Periacanthus blochii (Bleeker, 1853)
	X Paeony bullseye
z	em«w / s^cp¦®n / Ipe¡¯n / a®mcw

¯	ihirwb uDobOl (Lobodu barihi)

	T Chaetodon auriga (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Threadfin butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯

¯	WkokudcnIr (Rheendhukokaa)

	T Chaetodon collare (Bloch, 1787)
	X Redtail butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯

¯	cswm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	v PRIACANTHIDAE
Bigeyes (Catalufas)

	v PRIACANTHIDAE
Bigeyes (Catalufas)

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes



68  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Chaetodon trifasciatus (Park, 1797)
	X Melon butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯

¯	cswm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	T Chaetodon guttatissimus (Bennet, 1833)
	X Peppered butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯

¯	cswm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	T Chaetodon falcula (Bloch, 1795)
	X Blackwedged butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯

¯	cswm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	T Chaetodon lunula (Lacepede, 1802)
	X Raccoon butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯

¯	cswm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  69

	T Heniochus acuminatus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Banner fish / Pennant coralfish
z	sImSnb³

¯	swmihejwdid (Didhajehimas)

	T Chaetodon xanthocephalus (Bennet, 1833)
	X Yellowhead butterflyfish
z	̂ ¡n¡Znb / ^m¯/ aª^¡n¡IZnb

¯	swm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	T Heniochus diphreutes (Jordan, 1903)
	X False moorish idol
z	sImSnb³

¯	swmihejwdid (Didhajehimas)

	T Heniochus monoceros (Cuvier, 1831)
	X Masked bannerfish
z	sImSnb³

¯	cswmihejwdid (Didhajehimas)

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes

	v CHAETODONTIDAE
Butterflyfishes



70  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Plectorhinchus vittatus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Indian Ocean oriental sweetlips
z	tImX/ IdpwIpd_Ån

¯	wrUkilwg (Galikoora)

	T Malacanthus brevirostris (Guichenot, 1848)
	X Quaker fish
z	iqf³ / tRmf

¯	iawkih (Hikkae)

	T Apolemichthys xanthurus (Bennet, 1833)
	X Yellowtail angel fish
z	̂ S¯³

¯	cswm ilofUDcnwh (Handoofoli mas)

	T Plectorhinchus gaterinus (Frosskal, 1775)
	X Blackspotted rubberlips
z	tImX/ IdpwIpd_Ån

¯	wrUkilwg (Galikoora)

	v HAEMULIDAE (Pomadasyidae)
Grunts

	v MALACANTHIDAE
Tilefishes

	v POMACANTHIDAE
Angelfishes

	v HAEMULIDAE (Pomadasyidae)
Grunts



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  71

	T Aphareus rutilans (Cuvier, 1830)
	X Rusty jobfish
z	s\Kc / I®ns¯mS¡n

¯	cswmWluginwmih (Himanigula mas)

	T Aphareus furca (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Smalltoothed jobfish
z	s\Kc / I®ns¯mS¡n

¯	cswmWluginwmih (Himanigula mas)

	T Aprion virescens (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Green jobfish
z	i_SvIÅw / ao³tNm\nb³

¯	ulolig (Gilolu)

	T Pristipomoides filamentosus (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Crimson / rosy jobfish
z	\Ic / I®ns¯mS¡n

¯	cswmWluginwmih (Himanigula mas)

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers



72  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Lutjanus kasmira (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Common bluestripe snapper,
z	aªmw

¯	cswm udcnIr (Reendhu mas)

	T Lutjanus gibbus (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Humpback red snapper
z	si½en / Iq\s©½en

¯	cswminig (Gini mas)

	T Lutjanus fulviflamma (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Dory snapper
z	_fvXn / aªms½«n / AÊ\_mbw

¯	Obwlih (Hilabo)

	T Lutjanus bohar (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Two-spot red snapper
z	̂ pecnbw / abn\Ip¶n

¯	cswmctwr (Rai mas)

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  73

	T Caesio caerulaurea (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Blue and gold fusilier
z	_mbn¨mf

¯	Wvurcauf (Furruva)

	T Macolor niger (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Black & white snapper
z	I\n ao³

¯	cswmwNcnof (Fonja mas)

	T Lutjanus rivulatus (Cuvier, 1828)
	X Bubblelip snapper,
z	tImX / IdpwIpd_Ån / Gc

¯	wrUkilwg (Galikoora)

	T Caesio lunaris (Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Lunar fusilier
z	_mbn¨mf

¯	Wvurcauf (Furruva)

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v LUTJANIDAE
Snappers

	v CAESIONIDAE
Fusiliers

	v CAESIONIDAE
Fusiliers



74  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Pterocaesio pisang (Bleeker, 1853)
	X Banana fusilier
z	_mbn¨mf

¯	cnwrugum (Muguran)

	T Pterocaesio digramma (Bleeker, 1864)
	X Double -lined fusilier
z	_mbn¨mf

¯	cnwrugumctwr (Raimuguran)

	T Pterocaesio chrysozona (Cuvier, 1830)
	X Goldband fusilier
z	_mbn¨mf

¯	cnwrugumctwr (Raimuguran)

	T Caesio xanthonota (Bleeker, 1853)
	X Yellowback fusilier
z	_mbn¨mf

¯	cswmuaekcnod (Donkevu mas)

	v CAESIONIDAE
Fusiliers

	v CAESIONIDAE
Fusiliers

	v CAESIONIDAE
Fusiliers

	v CAESIONIDAE
Fusiliers



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  75

	T Siganus canaliculatus (Park, 1797)
	X White- spotted spinefoot
z	ItÃmcm³ / Hmcmw

¯	irov (Vori)

	T Siganus argenteus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Streamlined spinefoot
z	ItÃmcm³ / Hmcmw

¯	iirov (Vori)

	T Cirrhitus pinnulatus (Forster, 1801)
	X Stocky hawkfish
z	amSqXns¨½³ / IÂa yw / a  ns¡m½w

¯	wnWfcaob (Bo faana)

	T Siganus javus (Linnaeus, 1766)
	X Streaked spinefoot
z	ItÃmcm³ / Hmcmw

¯	irov (Vori)

	v SIGANIDAE
Rabbitfishes

	v CIRRHITIDAE
Hawkfishes

	v SIGANIDAE
Rabbitfishes

	v SIGANIDAE
Rabbitfishes



76  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Platax teira (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Longfin batfish
z	̂ m¯ / BtImen / I®mSn¸m¯

¯	cswm iloDcnug (Gundoli mas)

	T Synanceia verrucosa (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Stonefish
z	ti«i½w / t^¨mw

¯	cswm whivuawg (Gauviha mas)

	T Pterois volitans (Linnaeus,1758)
	X Red lionfish
z	̂ mªp¯n / s\c¯Â

¯	cswm Whcnwf (Fangha mas)

	T Scorpaena bergii (Evermann & Marsh, 1900)
	X Goosehead scorpionfish
z	ti«i½w / t^¨mw

¯	cswm whivuawg (Gauviha mas)

	v EPHIPPIDE
Spadefishes

	v SCORPAENIDAE
Scorpionfishes (rockfishes)

	v SCORPAENIDAE
Scorpionfishes (rockfishes)

	v SCORPAENIDAE
Scorpionfishes (rockfishes)



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  77

	T Naso tuberosus (Lacepede, 1801)
	X Humpnose unicornfish
z	̂ pÅn ¡À¡³ / ^me

¯	uluawv (Vaulu mas)

	T Naso brachycentron (Valenciennes, 1835)
	X Humpback unicornfish
z	IÀ¡w / ^me

¯	cswmcnwa (Anm mas)

	T Zanclus cornutus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Moorish idol
z	sImSnb³

¯	cswm ihejwdid (Didajehi mas)

	T Naso unicornis (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Bluespine unicornfish
z	sIm¼wIÀ¡³ / ^me

¯	(demo>)c swmcnwgcain (Niggam mas)

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ZANCLIDAE
Moorishidols

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes



78  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Acanthurus tennentii (Gunther, 1861)
	X Doubleband surgeonfish
z	s\bv¯e / ^me

¯	itwkctwr (Raikathi)

	T Acanthurus lineatus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Lined surgeonfish
z	s_cn_mSv / _cn^mSv

¯	itwkctwr uLWvwrwh (Haravalu Raikathi)

	T Acanthurus leucosternon (Bennett, 1833)
	X Powder blue surgeonfish
z	\oe¸me / ^me / ^¨ss\¯e

¯	uLuawv (Vaulu)

	T Naso vlamingii (Valenciennes, 1835)
	X Bignose / Vlaming’s unicornfish
z	IÀ¡w / ^me / apSnb³ / sImSnb³ IÀ¡w

¯	uluawv (Vaulu)

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes
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	T Ctenochaetus striatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825)
	X Striated surgeonfish
z	s\bv¯e / ^me / \bv¯e

¯	itwkctwr (Raikathi)

	T Acanthurus xanthopterus (Valenciennes, 1835)
	X Yellowfin surgeonfish
z	s\bv¯e / ^me / \bv¯e

¯	itwkctwr (Raikathi)

	T Acanthurus triostegus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Convict surgeonfish
z	\nfe³ / sXtcm³ / Ipdn¨nÂ / Ipdn

¯	u ulobWr (Rabolu)

	T Ctenochaetus strigosus (Bennett, 1828)
	X Spotted surgeonfish
z	s\bv¯e / ^me / \bv¯e

¯	itwkctwr (Raikathi)

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes

	v ACANTHURIDAE
Surgeonfishes & unicornfishes



80  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Lethrinus harak (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Thumbprint emperor
z	ipt«ms½«n / I¸mt mw

¯	iTcaebcnwlwgcnwa (Angalambetti)

	T Gymnocranius grandoculis (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Blue-lined large-eye bream
z	I®s½«n / X®n¸mt mw / io¸s½«n

¯	cswm itevir (Rivethi mas)

	T Ganthodentex aurolineatus (Lacepede, 1802)
	X Striped large-eye bream
z	No¡®n / em«s½«n / I®s½«n

¯	udnob (Bondu)

	T Scolopsis bilineata (Bloch, 1793)
	X Two-lined monocle bream
z	No¡®n / em«s½«n / I®wsa«n

¯	udnob (Bondu)

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v NEMIPTERIDAE
Threadfin breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams
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	T Lethrinus olivaceae (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Longface emperor / Olivaceae emperor
z	̂ mt´ms½«n / IqÀ¯hmbs½«n

¯	ulolif ugidcnut (Thundhigu filolu)

	T Lethrinus microdon (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Smalltooth emperor
z	̂ mt´ms½«n / IqÀ¯hmbs½«n

¯	ulolif ugidcnut (Thundhigu filolu)

	T Lethrinus mahsena (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Sky emperor / mahsena emperor
z	sa«n / X®n¸mt mw / io¸s½«n

¯	cswmiSwkWm (Maakarimas)

	T Lethrinus ornatus (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Ornate emperor
z	̂ pÂsa«n / _c¸mt mw

¯	cswmiSwkWm (Maakarimas)

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams



82  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Monotaxis grandoculis (Forsskal, 1775)
	X Humpnose big-eye bream
z	I®s½«n / ^Ãs½«n / ^Ãw

¯	itwd (Dhathi)

	T Lethrinus xanthochilus (Klunzinger, 1870)
	X Yellowlip emperor
z	Inep¡s½«n / sa«n

¯	ulolif (Filolu)

	T Lethrinus variegatus (Valenciennes, 1830)
	X Slender emperor
z	Inep¡s½«n / sa«n

¯	lolif (Filolu)

	T Lethrinus rubrioperculatus (Sato, 1978)
	X Spotcheek emperor
z	sa«n

¯	ulolif (Filolu)

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams

	v LETHRINIDAE
Emperors or emperor breams



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  83

	T Balistoides viridescens (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Titan triggerfish / Dotty triggerfish
z	̂ Ãn¡d«n / Id«n

¯	uDcnor (Rondu)

	T Balistoides conspicillum (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Clown triggerfish
z	̂ pÅn¡d«n / Icn¦d«n / aebmwId«n

¯	iuDnor Uf (Foo Rondu)

	T Balistapus undulatus (Park, 1797)
	X Orange-lined triggerfish
z	_mep¸Ã¦d«n / Id«n

¯	uDnor / ihilwk (Kalihi /Rondu)

	T Canthidermis maculata (Bloch, 1786)
	X Rough triggerfish (juvenile)
z	̂ pÅn¡d«n / Icn¦d«n / aebmwId«n

¯	iuDnor Uf (Foo Rondu)

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes



84  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Pseudobalistes flavimarginatus (Ruppell, 1829)
	X Yellowmargin triggerfish
z	̂ Ãn¡d«n / Id«n

¯	uDcnor (Rondu)

	T Odonus niger (Ruppell, 1836)
	X Red-toothed triggerfish
z	_me¦d«n / tNm¶^Ã³ / sImSnbw Id«n

¯	ihilwk ugidUgwn (Nagoodhigu Kalihi)

	T Melichthys niger (Bloch, 1786)
	X Black triggerfish
z	Icn¦d«n / IÀ¯Id«n

¯	ihilwk uLwk (Kalu kalihi)

	T Melichthys indicus (Randall & Klausewitz, 1973)
	X Indian triggerfish
z	Icn¦d«n / IÀ¯Id«n

¯	ihilwk uLwk (Kalu kalihi)

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes



Lakshadewep Fisher’s Handbook  »  85

	T Sufflamen fraenatum (Latreille, 1804)
	X Masked / Latreille triggerfish
z	aª¡d«n

¯	ihilwk (Kalihi)

	T Rhinecanthus rectangulus (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Patchy triggerfish
z	s_Å¡d«n /_mev ^ÃwId«n

¯	uDcnor (Rondu)

	T Rhinecanthus aculeatus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X White-banded / Blackbar triggerfish
z	s_Å¡d«n / _mev ^ÃwId«n

¯	ihilwk (Kalihi)

	T Arothron hispidus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Star & stripes puffer / whitespotted puffer
z	sImªd  / _oÀ¡nt mw / iu\nbw

¯	ilok (Koli)

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v BALISTIDAE
Triggerfishes

	v TETRAODONTIDAE
Puffers



86  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Diodon holocanthus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Longspined Porcupinefish / Baloon fish
z	ia\nbw / sImªd  /_oÀ¡nt m³

¯	iLokiSwk (Karshi Koli)  

	T Canthigaster solandri (Richardson, 1845)
	X Spotted sharpnose /False- eye toby
z	ipµv / sImªd  / sXm¼v

¯	iLok (Koli)

	T Arothron immaculatus (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)
	X Immaculate puffer /Blackedged blaasop
z	sImªd  / _oÀ¡nt mw / iu\nbw

¯	ilok (Koli)

	v TETRAODONTIDAE
Puffers

	v TETRAODONTIDAE
Puffers

	v DIODONTIDAE
Porcupinefishes (burrfishes)



Crustaceans



Legends used in this book

Family name Scientific name English name Other Islands local name Mahal name / Minocoy  Local name
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	T Panulirus homarus homarus (Linnaeus, 1758)
	X Scalloped spiny lobster

z	dmlv /FdIv / IS{]mlv

¯	csia (Iss)

	T Panulirus penicillatus (Olivier, 1791)
	X Pronghorn spiny lobster

z	dmlv /FdIv / IS{]mlv

¯	csia (Iss)

	T Panulirus longipes longipes (A. Milne & Edwards, 1868)
	X Longlegged spiny lobster

z	dmlv /FdIv / IS{]mlv

¯	csia (Iss)

	T Panulirus versicolor (Latreille, 1804)
	X Painted spiny lobster

z	dmlv /FdIv / IS{]mlv

¯	csia (Iss)

	v PALINURIDAE
Spiny lobsters

	v PALINURIDAE
Spiny lobsters

	v PALINURIDAE
Spiny lobsters

	v PALINURIDAE
Spiny lobsters



90  «  ICAR-CMFRI

	T Parribacus antarcticus (Lund, 1793)
	X Sculptured slipper lobster

z	dmlv / si½o\v

¯	iawn iLoh (Holi Nay)

	v SCYLLARIDAE
Slipper lobster



Cephalopods



Legends used in this book

Family name Scientific name English name Other Islands local name Mahal name / Minocoy  Local name
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	T Sepioteuthis lessoniana (Lesson, 1830)
	X Bigfin reef squid

z	IWh

¯	cswm wlidwvOb (Boavadhila mas) 

	T Thysanoteuthis rhombus (Troschel, 1857)
	X Diamond back squid

z	IWh / iu\IWh

¯	swm wlidwvOb (Boavadhila mas)

	T Sthenoteuthis oualaniensis (Lesson, 1830)
	X Purple back flying squid 

z	IWh / iu\IWh

¯	 wlidwvOb (Boavadhila mas)

	T Octopus cyanea (Gray, 1849)
	X Big blue octopus

z	A¸Â

¯	vOb (Boava)

	v LOLIGINIDAE
Pencil squids

	v THYSANOTEUTHIDAE
Diamond back squids

	v OMMASTREPHIDAE
Flying squids

	v OCTOPODIDAE
Octopuses
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Lakshadweep
Fisher’s handbook:

an illustrated field guide of common species

The Lakshadweep archipelago consists of atolls, reefs and 
submerged banks with rich floral and faunal diversity unique 
to the ecosystem. Over 600 fish species have been recorded 
from the area by researchers. They were represented by a 

large variety of reef associated fauna like ornamental fishes, 
live baits, perches, octopus, lobsters and other commercial 

resources mainly large pelagics. These resource as a 
whole play vital role in the livelihood of the Islanders 

bordered by seas. This book provide a glance on 
the common faunal component 

of the ecosystem


