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Volachlamys tranquebaria (Gmelin, 1791)

Pralaya Ranjan Behera
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 Local namesLocal namesLocal namesLocal namesLocal names: Not known

MORPHOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION

Shell has both external and internal distinct radial ribs. Both valves are convex and have ears of
about the same size. Shell is sub-circular in outline and the ribs are without radial sculpture. The
ribs are round and sharp with a small interspace. The shells are bigger in size and colorful. The
shells range from 30 mm to 50 mm in height. Colour varies from brown with white flecks to
orange and red.

Order : Pectinida

Family : Pectinidae

Common/FAO : Tranquebar
Name (English) scallop
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

It is reported from the north-east side of the Indian Ocean. In India, it is reported from Vellar
estuary and Gulf of Mannar, Tamil Nadu; from Pennera river estuary, Andhra Pradesh; from Odisha
coast and from Digha coast, West-Bengal.

HABITAT AND BIOLOGY

It is mostly found in marine and estuarine environments. It lives on soft muddy bottoms and is adapted
for dealing with turbid water conditions.
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BREEDING IN CAPTIVE CONDITIONS

Information not available

LARVAL REARING

Information not available

NURSERY REARING

Information not available

GROW-OUT

Information not available

FOOD AND FEEDING

It is an opportunistic filter feeder, feeding mainly on phytoplankton, micro zooplankton and
foraminiferans.

GROWTH RATE

Information not available

DISEASES AND CONTROL MEASURES

Information not available

P R O D U C T I O N ,  M A R K E T  A N D  T R A D E

PRODUCTION

Information not available

MARKET AND TRADE

It possesses ornamental value.
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C H A L L E N G E S  T O  M A R I C U L T U R E

The main researchable issues, which have to be sorted out for this species, are (i) Life history study (ii)
Healthy broodstock development protocol (iii) Larval rearing protocol: Standardization of larval rearing
by environmental and nutritional manipulation.

F U T U R E  P R O S P E C T S

This species has ornamental value. With the development of breeding and seed production technology,
this can be used as a candidate species as a source of income for stakeholders involved in its culture and
trade.
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