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The golden moments experienced

The Golden Mowtents during my service were spread over from the
beginning to almost entire period as some thing significant had happened
at one timte or other in the span of 36 years & 10 wonths of wy service.
The first and foremost being my selection through UPSC, New Dellyi as
Asst.Research Officer in 1964 and posting to Cochin to work on the
Phytoplankton of in shore & offshore waters that was collected on board
the Research Vessel R.V."Vamna"of Indo-Norwegian Project. Which gave
me an entirely a new excperience in the beginning of my service. This was
the fivst Golden Mowent in ny career and 1 owe this entive[;g to the then
Director of CMEFR], (late) Dr.S.Jownes.

The second Golden Mowent was wiy registration for Ph.D degree of
Calicut University ano I owe this to Dv.S.Z.Qasim who gave constant

guidance till 1 got the Doctorate Oegree, wherever he was whether in
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CMERI or NIO or Dept.of Ocean Deve[opment. For the encouragement
1 had veceived in completing & subwrission of ny thesis, T owe to D¥EGSilas
who provided necessary help and suggestions whenever vequired.

The next Golden Mowent was wy tmnsfev by ([ate) DrR.V.Nair to
Mandapam Regional Centre from Calicut to work on Marine Algal
Resources Survey ie. a shift from micro algae to macvo algae. This was
the turning point in my career and 1 vemember hiw for this timely action.

DrEGSilas gave [ot of importance on the Marine Algal Cultivation,
and gave guidance to we and my colleagues in carrying out culture
operations. He nowinated wie as a Faculty Mewber for the PG students
of C.AS. in Mariculture and as Project Leader for the project on Marine
Algae. 1 was thus instrumental in prepavation of Bulletin No.41 on’
Economtically important Seaweeds'. He had deputed me for advanced
training on Marine algal Cultivation in the University of Philippines
under FAO/UNDP progranme. His leadership has given a new impetus
to the Mariculture Research as a whole in the Tnstitute and we owe him a
[ot. for thyis.

During the next five Vears when T was allotted senior Research Fellows
to work on Ph.D programmies.and also to initiate ICAR Ad Hoc scheme
projects on Marine Algal Survey of Andaman Nicobar, Lakshadweep
group of Tslands and n the vegion between Visakhapatnam-Chilka [ake
regions initiating marine algal cultivation in [agoon waters of
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Lakshadweep, especially Minicoy 1sland. 1 owe all this to vision and
planning of the then Director Dr.PSB.R James for this Golden Mowent.

Tn the field cultivation of Gracilaria edulis (agarophyte), a 36 fold
enhancement of growth in Minicoy Lagoon obtained was a vecord
production ano which was not registered any where else. This 1 ever
remember as a Goloen Mowent in wy [ife.

During 1993, The Marine Products Development Authority, Cochin
has awarded Aquaculture Award to wie in "Tnd Aqua’ in appreciation of
the contribution made to Marine A[gae This was one of the Goloen
Mowent which T ever cherish very fonb{y.

The greatest moment when T [ook back was when all the three Research
Fellows who worked under mwy) guidance were awardeo their doctorate
degrees. This gave wie the utmost satisfaction and a sense of fulfillment of
my vesponsibilities as a Research Guide.

My other Golden Mowents include my participation as a Scientist
and sowte times as a Chief Scientist on board FORV-'SagarSampada’ in its
scientific cruises. Durving wiy tennre as Officer in charge at Visakhapatnam
Research Center of CMERI, two significant achievements ave worth
wentioning wbicb includes construction of Mariculture [aboratories and
Tissue Culture Laboratory for culture opevations and construction of
staff quarters. For this, the encouragement given to us and the dynantism
sbown B;g tbe tbem Directot, Dr.M.Devaraj are cowmendable.




Tn the initial periods of wty career the encouragement received from
([ate) Dv.R P.Varma, DrRR.Prasad and Dr.A.J. Daiel (ex ZST) and in the
later part of wy sevvice, the encouragement given by DrP.Vedavyasa
Rao and Dr. V.Narayana Pillai ave also worth mentioning and 1 always
cherish all these wemories t[aroug[a out my {ife.

Last but not the [east, T wish to p[ace on record the assistance and the
help extended by the Library, Adwinistrative & Accounts staff of the
Tnstitute during the service period and after wards also.

Pinaﬂy, even aftev retirement T have some Golden Mowents to cherish
regarding the sanction of medical facilities to retired ICAR employees and
the warmth with which the ICAR and the present Director Dr. Mohan
Joseph Modayil vemember the former employees by giving an opportunity
to vejoice any happy occasion of the Tnstitute which enables us to vecall
the Golden Moments which rejuvenate our energies. T take this opportunmity
to thank ICAR especially DDG (Fisheries) and the present Director of
CMERI, Dr.Mohan Joseph Modayil.




