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expanded with 30 to 40 sharp conical teeth. The
gladius is long and moderately narrow. Arm III
suckers: More than 6-8 long slender square-cut teeth
on the distal margin, proximal margin smooth
(Fig. 3). The average length and weight of the L.

Fig. 2. Arm III suckers ring teeth's of L. edulis: More than
6-8 long slender square-cut teeth on the distal
margin, Proximal margin smooth without teeth's

Fig. 3. Landings of L. edulis at Karaikal Fishing Harbour,
Tamil Nadu

edulis varied from 178 ± 34.84 mm, 86.15 ± 35.56 g
respectively (Table.1). There was a heavy landing
of swordtip squid and also Indian squid, L. duvauceli
along the Coromandal coast during July 2013.
Table 1. Morphometric measurement and maturity stages

of Loligo edulis collected from Kasimedu Landing
Centre, and Karaikal Fishing Harbour, Tamil Nadu.

Serial Number Length Weight Maturity
(mm) (g) Stages

(Male/Female)

1 155 56 F4
2 180 63 M2
3 205 118 M2
4 235 115 M2
5 215 138 F4
6 220 156 M2
7 215 133 M2
8 200 84 M2
9 200 110 M2
10 210 106 M2
11 185 99 F2
12 155 69 F4
13 135 43 F4
14 140 50 M2
15 165 74 F4
16 145 57 F4
17 200 110 M2
18 130 36 F2
19 120 46 F4
20 150 60 F4
Mean ±SD 178 ± 86.15 ±

34.84 35.56 -

M=Male, F=Female
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The Sacred Chank or ‘Indian conch’, Turbinella
pyrum Linnaeus, is a large, thick-shelled gastropod
abundant in the shallow waters of Palk Bay and the
Gulf of Mannar, between India and Sri Lanka. T.
pyrum is commercially exploited from the Gulf of

Mannar, Palk Bay and Chennai (Fig.1 & 2). The chank
are also caught entangled in small numbers in the
indigenous boat seines locally called Naku Valai/
vella valai, operated from Gill-netter/Catamaran
boats in shallow coastal areas of Tranquebar,
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Fig. 1. Live Sacred Chank, T. pyrum from Karaikal Fishing
Harbour, Tamil Nadu

Fig. 2. Sacred Chank, T. pyrum with operculum collected
from Karaikal Fishing Harbour, Tamil Nadu

Pudupattinam, Sinnangudi, Kaveripatinam,
Melamookkarai and TirumuUaivasal, of Tamil Nadu.

The shell is considered sacred in both the Hindu
and Buddhist religions, where it is used as a
ceremonial trumpet and as a libation vessel (jhal
shankha). The rare ‘valampuri’ chanks are especially
venerated; in these the shells are abnormally coiled
anticlockwise. They are usually donated to temples
by wealthy patrons, often richly ornamented with
gold or silver.

Fishery

The Sacred Chank, T. pyrum from Karaikal
Fishing Harbour, was fished by trawl net from a
depth of 10-20 m. The price for single healthy chank
varies from ` 500- ` 1000/-. Thirty numbers of live
sacred chank was auctioned for ` 12,050/- and
Fourty five numbers for ` 16, 500/- at the landing
centre.
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Andhra Pradesh, with 974 km of coastline and
continental shelf area forming 31,000 sq. km, is rich
with many species of prawns, carangids, Perches,
croakers and elasmobranchs. During 2012, the estimated
marine fish landing of Andhra Pradesh was 3.04 lakh t.

The main gears operated during 2012 were
trawl nets, driftnets/gillnets and seine nets. Their
share towards the total landings in the state were
trawl-net 55.9%, driftnet/ gillnet 14.6%, seine nets

13.1% and hooks and lines 3.6%.  Nearly 88.5% of
the trawl landings were through multi-day
operations. About 96.7% of seines landings were by
motorized ring seines and 96.9% of gillnet/ driftnet
landings were by motorized gillnets. The overall
catch per unit of multi-day trawl nets were 2,815
kg and that of single day trawlers were 434 kg.
Percentage contribution of the major resources is
summarized in Table 1.


