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First record of Octopus aegina Gray, 1849 from Maharashtra waters
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Octopus catch was earlier discarded, as it did
not fetch any price, but in recent years, octopuses
are also being exploited in commercial quantities
and the major species that contribute to the fishery
in Maharashtra are Cistopus indicus,  O.
membranaceus and O. dollfusi. Cephalopods form
about 8.8% in trawl landings at New Ferry Wharf
among which octopus contributed 4.9%.

A new entrant Octopus aegina Gray, 1849
(Fig. 1) was recorded in the octopus fishery from
Mumbai. This species is commonly known as ‘Sand
bird octopus’ and is distributed in Western Pacific,
Indian Ocean, Red Sea and Japan to Mozambique.
It is a benthic species commonly found in the
continental shelf from 30-120 m depth. Together

with C. indicus, this is the most common species in
Indo-Malayan markets. It is trawled on the

Fig. 1. Octopus aegina Gray, 1849

Due to heavy exploitation of gastropods for
its opercula, resource depletion of specific
species is not far away. Hence research,
management and preventive measures on
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endangered species of gastropods need to be
carried out. The need of the hour is no develop a
key for gastropods based on operculum for easy
identification.
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continental shelf or caught with traps and hook-
and-line. It also supports subsistence fisheries in
East Africa.

The mantle of O. aegina is round to oval and is
covered with small tubercles or fine papillae
arranged in a reticulate pattern. Eyes are prominent
and the arms are moderately long with arm-I
strikingly the shortest. The arm ratio is 4:2:3:1.

This species is observed throughout the year in
Mumbai waters with relatively better catch during
pre monsoon months. The species is more abundant
in Dol net catches and very few specimens from

trawl catch. This species was observed in the dol
catch at New Ferry Wharf, Sasoon Docks, Vasai,
Arnala etc. The maximum mantle length reported
for the species is 100 mm with a total length of 300
mm weighing 400 g. However, mantle length of O.
aegina observed at Mumbai was smaller ranging from
18 mm to 40 mm with a corresponding weight raging
from 4.4 to 29.7 g.

Silas et al. (1985) had reported the occurrence
of this species from Indian waters and
Sivasubramaniam (1991) reported it from the Bay
of Bengal. The present record is for the first time
from Maharashtra waters.

Occurrence of Parascolopsis eriomma (Jordan and Richardson, 1909)
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The family Nemipteridae has five genera and
69 valid species. The dwarf monocle bream
belonging to the genus Parascolopsis has 12 species.
They are small, bottom-living fishes usually
occurring in moderately deep water on outer shelf
and continental slope waters throughout tropical
and sub-tropical waters of Indo-West Pacific, ranging
from Western Indian Ocean to North East Australia,
South Japan and Delaga Bay on the coast of East
Africa. The present report on Rosy dwarf monocle
bream, Parascolopsis eriomma from Tuticorin coast
is evidently a range extension from the known
distribution areas.

A single specimen of P. eriomma (Fig. 1) was
collected from drift gillnet at Punnakayal landing
centre during March 2013. P. eriomma has
moderately deep body and snout short, bluntly
rounded; jaw teeth villiform. Head scales reaching
forward to mid-pupil; snout, sub-orbital and pre-
maxilla naked, posterior margin of pre-opercle

finely serrate; lower limb of pre-opercle naked; a
weak sub-orbital spine present; gill rakers 18 on
first arch.

Colour: Body pinkish with a longitudinal yellow
stripe along middle of body; dorsal fin pinkish,
pectoral translucent yellow, anal and pelvic fins
milky white; caudal fin rosy pink and lower lobe
pale yellow (damaged).

Fig. 1. Parascolopsis eriomma observed


