RAS facility at Mandapam Regional Centre

C o n t e n t s

First successful spawning of
cobia in the Recirculation
Aquaculture System at
Mandapam RC

3

Sting ray and box jelly fish
attacks in Mumbai

5

Research Highlights

7

Training Programme

11

Events

13

Forthcoming events

15

Visit of Dignitaries

16

Official Language Implementation 17
Recreation Club Activities

18

KVK (Ernakulam) News

19

Programme participations

20

Personnel

22

Published by
Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan
Director
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute
Post Box No. 1603, Ernakulam North P.O.
Cochin - 682 018, Kerala, India
Telephone: 0484-2394867
Fax: 91-484-2394909
E-mail: director@cmfri.org.in
Website: www.cmfri.org.in
Editorial Board
Dr. R. Narayanakumar, Chairman
Dr. C. Ramachandran
Dr. R. Jeyabaskaran
Dr. Kajal Chakraborty
Editor
V. Edwin Joseph
Officer-in-charge
Library and Documentation Centre

Director speaks
Dear Colleagues,

L

ast two months of the year
were eventful for the institute
and Indian marine fisheries sector
also. Active fishery got reinstated
following the heavy monsoon and
trawling ban all along the coastal
states. There are reports of an active
capture fishery along the maritime
states and few instances of unusual
observations with respect to new records and unusual landings. All India marine
fish landing estimates inclusive of Kachchh data is finalized for the year 2012.
New vessel, F.V. Silver Pompano, completed its maiden cruise and climate
resilient research on marine fisheries will be luminous with more insitu data
incorporated into the existing study. As an indicator of our efforts in molluscan
capture fishery, India's Ashtamudi estuary short-neck clam fishery enters Marine
Stewardship Council assessment.
Mariculture research also received a pertinent boost with successful
transportation of more than 42,000 fingerlings (5.0-6.5 cm sized) of silver
pompano at a density of 2000 numbers/ t tank for a duration of 28 hours with
a distance of 1250 km traversed from Mandapam to Pedda for stocking in
pens. Newly developed Recirculation Aquaculture System (RAS) also achieved
first successful spawning of cobia with 86.1% fertilization and 86.7% hatching.
CMFRI through NAIP has supported the oyster farmers and the award
ceremony for oyster farmers last month in the Moothakunnam region indicated
the interest of coastal community in taking up mariculture initiatives in their
daily livelihood activities. The potential of mariculture needs to be tapped to
sustain our vision of producing 4 tonnes of marine fish annually from mariculture.
Finally, I take this opportunity, as my first message as the Director, to urge
all of you to put your best efforts in fetching new heights on research in marine
fisheries of the country. Let us put our hands together and work for the poor
and vulnerable coastal folk, thereby keeping the much valued fish food basket
of our country always enriched.
Namasthe

Secretarial Assistance

Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan
Director

V. K. Suresh
P. R. Abhilash

About CMFRI
The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Cochin, is a premier research Institute
under the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, devoted to research and training in
marine fisheries and mariculture.
CMFRI has three Regional Centres viz., Mandapam Camp, Visakhapatnam and Veraval
and seven Research Centres located along the Indian coastline, catering to the marine
fishery policy needs of all maritime states of the country.

First successful
spawning of
cobia in the
Recirculation
Aquaculture
System at
Mandapam RC

RAS facility at Mandapam

T

he first successful spawning of cobia
( Rachycentron canadum ) was
achieved in the Recirculation Aquaculture
system (RAS) at Mandapam on 20 th
September 2013. The RAS facility was
effectively utilized for the maintenance of
cobia brooders. In this system, the
brooders could be conditioned and
maintained in healthy condition. One
female and two male brooders were
kept in the system. The ova size was
assessed by cannulation and based on the
same, the brooders were induced with
hCG on 18th September 2013. The total
number of eggs spawned was 2.40
million and the fertilization percentage
was 86.1. The temperature range was

Fertilized eggs of cobia

Developing eggs of cobia

27.5 - 29°C. The hatching started by late
evening of 20th September 2013 and
completed by early morning of 21 st
September 2013. A total of 1.80 million

larvae hatched out with a hatching
percentage of 86.7%. The larvae were
stocked at different densities in the
larviculture tanks.

Scaling up of silver pompano fingerling production
at Mandapam and bulk seed transportation to
Andhra Pradesh for farming

T

he first successful brood
stock development, induced
breeding and larval production of
silver pompano is successfully
accomplished for the first time in
India at Mandapam Regional
Centre of CMFRI during July
2011. Thereafter eleven
successful seed production trials
were carried out and the larval
survival rates were improved.
It was noted that the live feed
density maintained in the

larviculture tanks plays a key role in the
larval survival especially in the initial stages
of larviculture when rotifers are employed
as live feed. The larval survival is directly
proportional to the rotifer density. A rotifer
density of 25-30 numbers per ml was
yielding the best results. However, the
larval stocking density in the larviculture
tanks is also related to the live feed density.
It was noted that a larval density of five
numbers per litre and a rotifer density of
25 per ml is ideal for getting best survival
rates. The maximum survival rate obtained
was 23.4%.

Pompano seeds in the culture tank
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The first farming trial was conducted
during August 2011 by transporting
pompano seeds from Mandapam Regional
Centre of CMFRI to Antervedi in the East
Godavari District of Andhra Pradesh
located at a distance of 1,200 km and
stocked in one acre pond of a farmer.
About 3,600 seeds were stocked and fed
with indigenous pellet feed and maintained
good pond environment, resulting in a
survival of more than 95%. The
formulated pellet feed cost is about Rs 35/
kg. An FCR of 1:1.8 was achieved in this
crop. During the course of 8 months they
reached a size range of 450-550 g weight,
which is an excellent table size for
marketing. About 1,325 Kgs of pompano
was harvested after rearing 8 months
period. The sale price of the produce was
between 250 /kg to 350/kg.
Subsequent to the successful
demonstration of pompano farming a
huge demand emerged for the pompano
seeds in Andhra Pradesh. In 2013 - 14,
more than one lakh seeds were

produced at the Mandapam Centre and
supplied to different farmers and
entrepreneurs of Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. The first
bulk transportation of seed was done on
05.09.2013 in a truck by employing 1.0
ton capacity tanks (10 Nos.) fitted with
oxygen cylinders. Each tank was stocked
with 5000 numbers of pompano seeds.
The length of fingerlings ranged from 2.5
to 4.9 cm (mode 4.2 cm) and weight
ranged from 0.25 - 1.14 grams (mode
0.85 grams). To reduce the temperature
ice bags were placed in each tank. The
seeds were transported from
Mandapam, Tamil Nadu to Dilsumaru
and Thurpputhadu villages of West
Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh by
travelling 29 hrs by road. The seeds
reached the farming sites without any
mortality and were acclimatized to
appropriate salinity and temperature and
stocked in pens erected inside the ponds.
They were fed with formulated feed and
were fully acclimatized to the nursery
conditions.

A scoop of pompano seeds

Handing over pompano seeds to farmers

(Reported by G. Gopakumar, A. K. Abdul Nazar,
R. Jayakumar, G.Tamilmani, C.Kalidas,
P. Ramesh Kumar & Johnson, B.
Mandapam RC)

Transportation
of cobia and
pompano
fingerlings to
different parts of
the country

A

part from bulk seed transportation
to Andhra Pradesh, a total of 42,380
fingerlings of silver pompano and 7,650
fingerlings of cobia were supplied to
different farmers and entrepreneurs of
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh during the period July to
September 2013.

Packed cobia seeds
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Pompano seeds

Packing of cobia and pompano seeds

Sting ray
and box
jelly fish
attacks in
Mumbai
Sting ray

O

n 10 th September, 2013 i.e.
second day of immersion of Lord
Ganesh in Mumbai, box-jelly fish, sting
ray and other obnoxious marine
organisms caused injuries to devotees
when they entered knee to deep water
at Girgaon Chowpatty beach. This
created panic among the devotees as 65
victims suffered jelly fish and sting-ray
bites. The victims reported severe
burning sensation and wounds on the
foot and legs with excruciating pain owing
to which they were admitted to
municipal hospitals. In the evening, wide
publicity by the media created fright
among the devotees and the municipal
and government authorities called for the
immediate enquiry of the incidence.
Knowing the expertise of CMFRI, the
Commissioner of Maharashtra State
Fisheries Department contacted
Scientist-in-Charge of Mumbai Research
Centre to conduct a survey of the beach
and near shore waters. On 11-9-2013
CMFRI scientists and technical staff
carried out expeditious survey of the
beach and near shore waters in early
morning hours by shore seines (drag net
or yendi net and pera jal in Marathi) and
fishing nets. The survey revealed
presence of sting rays, box jelly fish and
eels in shallow water at the beach. The
honourable Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan called the CMFRI team led by

Dr. V. D. Deshmukh to apprise about the
organisms that caused the panic and
hospitalization of the victims. He showed
keen interest in the causative organisms
and instructed the team to carry out
onshore and near-shore surveys on 1309-2013 and 18-9-2013 (5th and 10th day
of Lord Ganesh immersion) to give preimmersion alert and warnings.
On 13 th and 18 th September 2013
surveys were carried out by 3 teams
between 0700 and 1200 hrs. The fishing

surveys showed usual fishes such as sole,
anchovy, cat fish, prawns and Bombay
duck; no potentially dangerous organisms
were noticed in trawl catch in the near
shore waters on either day. Neither jelly
fish nor sting ray was noticed in the fishing
operations and beach survey.
However, on 18-9-2013 the beach
surveys at Girgaon Chowpatty showed
presence of 12 sting ray babies in 1-1.5 m
depth from 3 beach seine operations.
Assuming uniform density, it was
estimated that there were 6,000 sting ray
juveniles in the entire Girgaon Chowpatty
bay area of 3.1 Sq km. Their sting would
be potentially dangerous to the devotees
entering the sea, therefore based on
CMFRI report the Municipal

Jelly fish
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Organisms caught in shore seine survey

Row of conical spines in sting rays

Commissioner gave warning to the public
and devotees against the sting ray bites
even in knee deep water during entire
immersion event.
The sting ray was identified as Himantura
imbricata and eel as Gymnothorax sp. All
the sting rays were new borns young
ones in the size range 75-140 mm in disc
diameter and possibly they enter the bay
area for feeding. But presence of large
number of juveniles of these demersal
fishes in shallow waters may be related
to oxygen minimum layer rising to the

Serrated spine

surface along Maharashtra coast by
September, which pushed them to near
shore waters and topographic currents
which aggregated them in the bay.
Despite being juveniles and new born
babies their stings were powerful enough
to cause severe pain and wounds.
The box jelly fish was identified as
Chiropsoides buitendijki. Although it is
not highly dangerous like Chironex
fleckeri which is deadly and cardio-toxic,
it has nematocysts on the tentacles which
produce neuro-toxin. This neuro-toxin

Sting ray

caused severe itching and burning
sensation and the victims were treated
with lime and anti-histamine injections.
On 10th September the atmospheric
temperature was very high and possibly
the surface sea water temperature also
increased, as a result the jelly fishes
gathered in the bay area. However,
rainfall and sudden cooling of sea water
induced scattering of jelly fishes all around
in shallow water bay which caused panic
among the devotees.
(Reported by V. D. Deshmukh, Mumbai RC)

Mass landing of squids along Vizhinjam coast

D

uring 18-20 September 2013, large
scale landing of squid and cuttlefishes
were recorded from Vizhinjam landing
centre. On an average 250 units which
operated boat seines brought an average
catch of 750 to 1500kg of squids/boat per
day. The total estimated catch during the
three days was 750 tonnes. Among the
squids, Loligo duvauceli dominated the
catch constituting about 95%; while the
rest was by L. singalensis. The average
price was varying between Rs.140 and
`180 per kg.
Large scale catch of
squids at Vizhinjam

Large scale incursion of jelly fish towards shore along Vizhinjam Coast

U

pon noticing the water colour
changes near the shore areas along
the Vizhinjam coast, detailed
investigations and observation were
made. Water samples revealed that the
pH ranged from 7.5 to 7.9 and the

Jelly fish in dead condition
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average dissolved oxygen content was
ranging from 4.8 to 5.09 mg/l. The CO2
content was slightly higher on the mass
incursion noted on 26th August 2013. On
the shore areas, several jelly fishes in
recently dead condition were noted. On

23rd August 2013, 94 jelly fishes were
counted in about 100 sqm while on the
next day the entire area was packed with
jelly fishes as could be noted from the
figures.
(Reported by Vizhinjam RC)

Close view of the violet jelly fish

Research Highlights

Underwater
Exploration of
Dugong Habitats in
Palk Bay

T

he dugongs (Dugong dugon) are the
only strictly-marine herbivorous
mammals depending on seagrass for
subsistence. One of the important
habitats of dugongs is the seagrass beds
of Palk Bay along the southeast coast of
India. During last century, several herds
were reported to have inhabited the Palk
Strait between India and Sri Lanka.
However, the population has drastically
depleted and is nearing extinction. One
of the main reasons attributed to this is
the degradation of seagrass habitats.
In order to find the present status of
seagrass communities in the Palk Bay,
underwater explorative survey was done
during the period 18th to 28th September
2013 by Fishery Environment &
Management Division of CMFRI.
Underwater surveys were conducted by
using video transects method. About
eight species of seagrasses such as
Cymodocea serrulata, Enhalus
acoroides, Syringodium isoetifolium,
Halophila ovalis, Halophila beccarii,
Halodule pinifolia and Halodule uninervis
observed during the survey. Among
these, fresh dugong feeding scars were
observed in Cymodcea serrulata and
Syringodium isotifolium beds in
Sethupavachatram and Manamelkudi
area. Fishers from these villages opined
that dugongs which are locally called
“avolia” or “Kadal pani are frequently seen
in this area. Earlier studies conducted in
the Institute have indicated that Dugongs
feed on the sea-grasses like Cymodocea
serrulata , Syringodium isoetifolium,

Mangroves of Muthupettai

Halodule uninervis, Halophila ovalis and
Enhalus acoroides. In the captive rearing
experiments conducted at Mandapam
Regional Centre of CMFRI during the
second half of last century, they were fed
with the seagrasses Cymodocea serrulata
and Halodule uninervis.
The underwater exploration revealed
that three types of seagrass beds are
present in Palk Bay such as (i) Coral reef
associated seagrass bed as observed in
Mandapam area (ii) Mangrove associated
seagrass bed as in in Adirampattinam,
Mallipattinam and Sethupavachatram area
and (iii) Shallow sandy bottom seagrass
bed as found in Thondi, Kottaipattinam
and Jegathapattinam area. The seagrass
meadows were important fishing
grounds for shrimps, crabs and squids.
Traditional fishing methods like stake net
(adappu valai) , squid fishing ( Kanava
maaru), shore gillnet (Nandu valai) and
single trawl net (Oththai madi) are used
in this area. Apart from assessing the
seagrass community structure, the
ecology of these unique habitats and the
avian fauna associated with these
ecosystems were also studied in detail.

Cymodocea serrulata

Starfish in seagrass bed

Sea urchin in seagrass bed

(Reported by R. Jeyabaskaran, L.R. Khambadkar,
A.M. Abbas and V. Kripa, Fishery Environment &
Management Division, CMFRI, Kochi)

Seagrass Halophila ovalis

Eggmass of squid in seagrass bed
Seagrass bed
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Hon'ble Fisheries Minister

Thiru K.A. Jayapal
flags off the launch
of the artificial reef
deployment process
in Nagapattinam
District
Hon'ble Fisheries Minister Thiru K.A. Jayapal flags off the launch of the reef deployment process.
Smt. M. Sakthi, MLA, Nagapattinam,District Collector and dignitories also present

A

bout 200 artificial reef structures have
been successfully deployed off
Maduthukuppam village in Nagapattinam
district of Tamil Nadu under the
Consultancy project for IFAD assisted PostTsunami Sustainable Livelihood Program
(PTSLP) of the Tamil Nadu Corporation
for Development of Women(TNCDW).

The launch was flagged off from the nearby
Pazhayaar hamlet by the Hon'ble Fisheries
Minister (Tamil Nadu), Thiru K. A. Jayapal
on 24.08.2013. Deployment of all the
structures was completed on a
participatory mode with the scientific
advice from Madras Research Centre of
CMFRI. This is one of the eight sites

identified by CMFRI for the PTSLP for
deployment of artificial reef structures. The
other districts for which fabrication of
structures are in process are Thiruvallur,
Kancheepuram, Cuddalore, Villupuram
and Kanyakumari.
(Reported by Shoba Joe Kizhakudan, Joe K.
Kizhakudan, K. Vinod, R. Geetha.Madras RC)

Artificial reef structures ready for
deployment

Loading and deployment of the reef structures

Indo-Pacific Bottlenose Dolphin stranded at
Point Calimere, Tamilnadu

D

uring the field survey in Palk Bay
area on 21st September 2013, a
stranded dolphin was noticed at Point
Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary near the
Chola's lighthouse. Local fishermen said
that it was stranded 5 days ago. Based
on the morphometric and meristic
characters, the dolphin was identified as
Indo-Pacific Bottlenose dolphin Tursiops
aduncus (Ehrenberg, 1833). The Chola's
lighthouse is the land mark and said to
have been built by Rajendra Chola1
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more than thousand
years ago. The lighthouse
was severely damaged
during the 2004 tsunami
and only remains of brick
and mortar are visible
today.
(Reported by
R. Jeyabaskaran,
A.M. Abbas and
L.R. Khambadkar. Fishery
Environment & Management
Division, CMFRI, Kochi)

Jumbo sized bivalves from Ratnagiri, Maharashtra

P

olymedosa erosa (Solander, 1786)
is reported from Maharashtra
waters. The species has a large rounded
thick shell with distinct ridges. Generally
they are found in estuaries, associated
with mangroves where they are buried
in mud. P. erosa, is a very large sized
bivalve, locally known as Mharai was
observed in Ratnagiri and Dhabol during
April to June'12. They are hand-picked

and are sought for its heavy flesh
weight. The shell length ranged from
30 to 94 mm with the corresponding
total weight ranging from 4.8 to
149.2 g. Due to its high tissue content
the same can be a very good candidate
species for aquaculture.
(Reported by: Sujit Sundaram, Vaibhav
Mhatre, Punam Khandagale and Nilesh Pawar,
Mumbai RC)

An interesting fishery of Perna viridis at Ratnagiri, Maharashtra

P

erna viridis is exploited using small
non-mechanised vessels, locally
known as Pagar from the mouth of
Bhatye creek in Ratnagiri. These boats
have a total OAL ranging from 4 to 5 m
and normally two crew members
operate the boat. The total catch ranges

from 90 to 100 kg/day in the peak season
(generally during December and
January). The total length of the mussels
ranged from 60 to 130 mm. These
mussels are kept in meshed polythene
net bags for 4-5 days in live condition
completely immersed in water (in the

Removing P. viridis from nylon net bags for sale

creek itself). When the demand in the
local market increases they are removed
and sold in the local market.
Reported by: Sujit Sundaram, David Sawant,
Vaibhav Mhatre, Punam Khandagale and Nilesh
Pawar, Mumbai RC and Ratnagiri FC

Collection of P. viridis using small boats

Sunfish landed at Valiathura,
Trivandrum

T

he southen ocean sunfish, Masturus lanceolatus
commonly known as 'sharp tail mola' belonging to the family
Molidae rarely found in along the south-west coast of India was
caught in a drift gill net on 01-08-2013 at around 10.45 PM off
Valiathura, Trivandrum coast. The sunfish got entangled in the net
at about 38 km far at 50 fathoms depth. The length was 1.03 m
and the total weight was about 70kg. Other morphometrics
included: Body width: 74 cm; dorsal fin Length: 45.1 cm; ventral
fin length: 45 cm; pectoral fin: 12.8 cm; dorsal fin base length:
19.6 cm; ventral fin base: 17.8 cm; pectoral fin base: 5.5 cm. The
eye diameter was 5.0 cm and the pre orbit length was 15 cm.
(Reported by Vizhinjam RC)

Sunfish
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Open sea cage for
lobster farming
launched at
Kovalam (Chennai)

O

ne GI frame cage (1½ " GI pipe / 3 m
outer diameter / 2 m inner
diameter / 1 m rail height/ 2 m rail ring
diameter) designed and fabricated for
installation in the open sea off Kovalam
for lobster fattening was launched on
03.09.2013 on a participatory mode with
the fishermen of Kovalam. Stocking,
feeding and cage maintenance are being
done by the fishermen with technical
guidance from CMFRI.
(Reported by Joe K. Kizhakudan,
Madras RC)

Lobster cage installation for lobster fattening - a joint enterprise between
fishermen of Kovalam and CMFRI

Heavy landing of squids at Malpe harbour

H

eavy landings of squids ( Loligo
duvauceli) was observed at Malpe
harbour from 20-08-2013 to
23-08-2013 . On an average a minimum
of 3-4 t/boat to a maximum of 12t/boat
was recorded in bull trawlers.

Species: - Loligo duvauceli; Craft in which
squids landed: - Multiday bull trawls
(5 to 9 night), Depth of operation: 60 to
80 metres, Number of units operated: 40 to 50 Bull trawlers
(Mangalore RC)

The leading Indian
Journal
in the field of
Fishery Science
since 1954
ISSN 0970-6011

Annual Subscription:
` 1000 $100
Contact : The Director, CMFRI
Kochi - 682 018

Squids (Loligo duvauceli) at Malpe harbour
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Training Programme

Taxonomy and
identification of
commercially
important
crustaceans of India

C

rustacean Fisheries Division of
CMFRI, has organized a training
programme on 'Taxonomy and
identification of commercially important
crustaceans of India' during 20-24, August
2013 at Cochin. The aim of this training
was to impart knowledge on the different
aspects related to field identification of

Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan, Director, CMFRI inaugurating the training programme

commercially important prawns, crabs
and lobsters of India through theory &
practical classes and field visits. Twenty

participants attended the programme. A
Poster on "Portunid crab Resources of
India" was released by the Director.

Participants along with the Director. CMFRI and faculty

Training programmes at Mandapam Regional Centre

A

training programme was organized between 19th June to 2nd July 2013 for eight
M.F.Sc. students in Fisheries Resources Management Division and one student in Aquatic
Environmental Management Division of Central Institute of Fisheries Education, Mumbai.
The training programme on 'Ornamental Fish Culture' to 25 students of Sri MVKR Fisheries
Polytechnic, Bhavadevarapalli, Andhra Pradesh was conducted from 15th to 18th July 2013
at Mandapam Regional Center of CMFRI.
The training programme on 'Recent Advances in Aquaculture for popularization through
KVK was conducted on 18th and 19th July 2013 at Mandapam Regional Center of CMFRI.
The training programme on 'Cage Culture of Cobia' to 15 farmers from Nellore district,
Andhra Pradesh was conducted during 17th to 18th September 2013 at Mandapam Regional
Center of CMFRI.

Dr. G. Gopakumar, Scientist-in-Charge
delivering the lecture to students

KVK trainees along with faculty

CIFE students alongwith the faculty

Nellore farmers alongwith the faculty

Training programme on Open sea cage farming

T

raining programme on "Open Sea cage
culture Practices" for 10 fishers of
Rajkot Macchimar Vyavsyayik Sahakari
Sanstha Maryadit, Medha was organized

by Mumbai RC of CMFRI at Karwar RC of
CMFRI during 3rd to 9 th August 2013.
During programme fishers were trained in
fish health, water quality, feed management

of fishes stocked in cage. Regular net
exchange, cleaning of nets to remove
settled barnacles and algae were also
demonstrated to the participant fishers.
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Workshops on mKRISHI®FISHERIES Service by Mumbai RC

I

n mKRISHI®FISHERIES service diesel
is saved as fishermen do not waste fuel
in search of fish. Wind speed & direction
advisories also help fishers to save diesel
as navigation can be done according to
wind speed & direction. Workshops on
mKRISHI® FISHERIES service were

conducted in the month of September
2013 at Karanja, Alibag, Mhasala and
Shrivardhan and mobile handsets of
mKRISHI® FISHERIES service were
distributed to the selected 39
beneficiaries. In these workshops, 60
fishers were sensitized to this service.

Distribution of mobile handset of
mKRISHI®FISHERIES service
at Shrivardhan

At Rural Resource Centre of Mahad and
Poladpur, 8 mobile handsets of
mKRISHI® were distributed to selected
beneficiaries. By using these handsets
stakeholders get various information
about agricultural crops, diseases in the
crops as well as they can share
knowledge among themselves.
Sensitization of fishers about climate change at Shrivardhan

Reported by Mumbai RC

Training on open sea cage culture at Karwar RC

T

raining programme on open sea cage
culture was conducted at Karwar
Research centre of CMFRI to fishermen/
farmers from different states. The training
was funded by NFDB and respective
state governments. The classes included
2 day theory classes and practical classes
on various aspects of cage farming for the

Practical classes for Kerala fishermen

State

No of fishermen/
farmers trained

Date

Kerala

20

30 May to 3 June 2013

Goa

25

17 to 22 June 2013

Maharashtra

25

25 to 29 June 2013

Goa

25

8 to 13 July 2013

Maharashtra

25

5 to 9 August 2013

Dr. K. K. Phillipose, SIC, Karwar RC
addressing the Maharashtra fishermen
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remaining days. Dr. Shamila Monteiro,
Director, Department of Fisheries, Goa,
who was the chief guest for the
valedictory function of the training
programme for the fishermen of Goa,
gave away the certificates to the trainees
from Goa.

Events

Oyster Farmers
Award Ceremony at
Moothakunnam

O

yster farmers award ceremony in
connection with the NAIP-project- A
value chain on high value shellfishes from
mariculture system'' was organized by
Molluscan Fishery Division (MFD), CMFRI
at Tharayilkavala, Moothakunnam for the
women Self- Help Groups (SHGs) on 27th
September, 2013. A total of 100 participants
from villages such as Moothakunnam,
Kottuvallikkad, Cherai and Puthenvelikkara
attended the function. Dr. P.K. Katiha,
Principal Scientist (M&E), NAIP, New Delhi
was the chief guest in the presence of Dr.
A. Gopalakrishnan, Director CMFRI. The
function was presided over by Smt.
Karthyani Sarvan, President, Vadakkekara
Grama Panchayat. Dr. K. Sunil Mohamed,
Head, MFD delivered the welcome address
and objectives of the ceremony. Shri Surjith,
ward member, Vadakkekara Grama
Panchayat, Dr. M. K. Venu, Chief
Technology Officer, National Institute of
Fisheries and Post Harvest Technology
(NIFPHATT) and Dr. V. Kripa, Head, Fishery
Environment Management Division offered
felicitation. Sales proceeds as well as
different awards such as Best oyster farmer
group, Best oyster meat production group,
Best oyster meat marketing group and
Oyster VAP unit award were distributed to
the various SHGs.

Before the function, all the guests and
invitees had visited the VAP unit and
oyster farms. An exhibition of products
developed by NIFPHATT from oysters
was displayed at the venue.

Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan, Director, CMFRI, Dr. K. S. Mohamed, Dr. G. Maheswarudu and
Dr. P. K. Katiha, Pr. Scientist, NAIP (M&E), New Delhi, viewing the exhibits

Award
Best oyster farmer group
Best oyster meat production
Best oyster meat marketing
Oyster VAP unit

Name of SHGs
Keerthi, Moothakunnam
Sribhadhra, Moothakunnam
Aiswarya, Puthenvelikkara
Sh. Ramesh Mohan, Moothakunnam

Smt. Prasila, Sribhadhara SHG, Moothakunnam, receiving the best oyster
meat production group award from the Director, CMFRI

A new centralised fishery biology laboratory inaugurated
at CMFRI, Kochi

A

new Centralised Fishery Biology
Laboratory completed with the
support of ICAR project NICRA, was
formally inaugurated by Dr. G. Syda Rao,

Director, CMFRI, on 31st July 2013, in
the presence of Dr. P.U. Zacharia, Head,
DFD. The newly made laboratory
located at the fourth floor of the
Headquarter building will be mainly
utilized for facilitating the phenological
studies of selected marine fishes under
the project 'National Initiative on Climate
Resilient Agriculture'. This facility is also
intended to bring all the fishery biology
works and subsequent analyses
Dr. G. Syda Rao Inaugurating the
Centralised Fishery Biology Lab

undertaken by all the resource divisions
of the institute in a central space. The
laboratory is fully air conditioned and has
a floor space of about 1530 sq. feet,
which has been designed to house three
well-equipped stainless steel dissection
tables with wash basins, made of 316
grade SS and fitted with exhaust hoods.
Dr. T. M. Najmudeen, Sr. Scientist will
be In-Charge of the Central Fishery
Biology Laboratory.
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Director visits
Vizhinjam RC

T

he Director of CMFRI, Dr. A.
Gopalakrishnan along with Dr. G.
Gopakumar, Head of the Mariculture
Division and Scientist-in-Charge, Mandapam
Regional Centre of CMFRI visited the
Vizhinjam Research Centre of CMFRI,
Vizhinjam on 13th September 2013.

Dr. Gopalakrishnan, Director, CMFRI addressing the staff of Vizhinjam Research Centre

Dr. Gopalakrishnan, Director, along with staff of Vizhinjam Research Centre of CMFRI Director planting a tree in the new premises of Vizhinjam Centre

The Director mentioned that the Vizhinjam
Centre is located in exceptionally beautiful
land with direct access to pristine oceanic
water and remarked that the land should
be fully utilized. He also stated that the

Publications

Centre should focus on different varieties
of ornamental fishes such as gobies, angels,
blennies, wrasses etc by making suitable
prioritization list of species that were not
tried elsewhere - apart from the clown fish
species. Director inspected the new main

building, the marine aquarium premises,
new annex building and the hatchery sheds.
He also visited the Plot No.2 wherein the
construction of a new hatchery is planned
and suggested to start hatchery constructions
immediately.

The following books have been released

Pages 421

Proceedings of the
International Workshop
on Status of Good
Practices and Lessons
learnt in Aquaculture in
SAARC region

Hardbound

Year 2013

CMFRI Special Publication No. 113

Marine Finfishes of
Karnataka- An Illustrated
Compendium
Year 2013

Pages 324

CMFRI Special Publication No. 112

Field identification
manual for the
commercially important
shrimp species of
Gujarat
Year 2013
Pages 27 (In English & Gujarati)

Indigenous Technical Knowledge (ITKs’)
of Indian Marine Fishermen with reference to
Climate Change
Year 2013
Pages 124
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Forthcoming events

Forthcoming events
Winter school on ICT-oriented strategic extension for responsible fisheries management, 05-25 November 2013 at SEETTD,
CMFRI, Cochin
z Commonwealth- CMFRI Customized training in Mariculture for Maldivian Officials during 18th November 2013 to 14th December
2013 at CMFRI, Cochin and Mandapam RC
HRD forthcoming T
raining programmes
Training
z

Sl
No.
1

2

3

Name of the
Programme
Cage culture
of finfishes

Name of
Co
Co-- ordinator
Dr. Ritesh Ranjan,

Surgical Nucleation and pearl
production in Indian pearl oyster

Dr. I. Jagadis

Basic training in Skin and
SCUBA diving

Dr. I. Jagadis

Place of
Training
VRC, Visakhapatnam

TRC,Tuticorin

Tentative date
of T
raining
Training
7 days
Nov. 2013

Participants
20

Budget
Rs
80,000

Proposed beneficiaries - Fishermen

10 days

5/batch

25,000/-

Proposed beneficiaries - Entrepreneurs, fisherwomen, SHG’s
TRC, Tuticorin

30 days
Dec 2013-March
2014 trainings

5/batch

1.5 lakhs
NGOs/SHGs

Proposed beneficiaries - Researchers

4

Microalgal Culture and Water quality Dr. C. P. Suja
TRC,Tuticorin
5 days
15
70000
management in Aquaculture systems Dr. P. S. Asha
November 2013
Proposed beneficiaries - Researchers, scientists, teachers and hatchery technicians & entrepreneurs

5

Awareness programme
on Impact of aggregating
devices on cuttle fish fishery

6

Capture based aquaculture
Dr. Sujitha
Mangalore Research
3 days
30
60,000
practices
Thomas
Centre of CMFRI
November 2013
Proposed beneficiaries - Scientists & Technicians/Assistants & Teachers of State Fisheries Dept & Colleges/farmers other stakeholders

7

Seed production of
Pearlspot

Dr. Shinoj
Subramannian

KVK farm,
Narakkal

8

High density cage
culture of finfish

Dr. Shinoj
Subramannian

KVK farm, & cage culture January
50
25,000
site Kothamangalam
2014 (2 days)
Proposed beneficiaries - Practising farmers

9

Cephalopod aging using
statolith and species
identification

Dr. K.S. Mohamed/
Dr. Geetha Sasikumar

Kochi/Mangalore

10

Bivalve brood stock and
hatchery rearing

Dr. I. Jagadis

Tuticorin

11

Mabe pearl

12

Molluscan farming

Dr. Geetha Sasikumar

Mangalore
3 days
15
50000
Research Centre of
December 2013
CMFRI
Proposed beneficiaries - Fishermen/NGOs/other stakeholders/ Researchers Scientists

November
50
15,000
2013 (1 days)
Proposed beneficiaries - Practising farmers

October
25 + 25
50,000
December
2013 (4 days)
Proposed beneficiaries - Scientist and Technical staff MFD/ Students/Teachers from Universities/Res. Institutes
October 2013

25

40,000

Proposed beneficiaries - Scientist and Technical staff MFD/Students/ Teachers from Universities Res. Institutes
Dr. M. K.Anil
Vizhinjam
November 2013
25
40,000
Proposed beneficiaries - Scientist and Technical staff of MFD/ Students & Teachers from Universities Res. Institutes
Dr. K.S. Mohamed /
Dr. Geetha Sasikumar

Kochi /
Mangalore

December 2013

Signing of LOA with Farmers/ Entrepreneurs

25

40,000

Proposed beneficiaries - State Fisheries Officials

C

MFRI has signed Letters of
Agreement (LOA) with six
farmers/ small scale entrepreneurs in
transfer of cage culture and cobia
and pompano breeding technology
as well as collaborative R & D in
marine finfish breeding. The parties
thus entered into contract with
CMFRI are from Andhra Pradesh,
Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu.

Signing of LOA at Director's chamber
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Visit of Dignitaries

Dr. S. Ayyappan,
Director General,
ICAR visits
Madras RC

Dr. S. Ayyappan, Director General, ICAR
visited Madras Research Centre of
CMFRI on 07.08.2013 and interacted
with all the Scientists

Dr. B. Meenakumari, Deputy Director General (Fy)
visits Vizhinjam RC

T

he Deputy Director General
(Fy), ICAR, Dr. B. Meenakumari
visited the Vizhinjam Research Centre of
CMFRI on 28th August, 2013. The DDG
inspected all the sites of constructions in
the permanent campus and evaluated the
on-going developmental programmes of
the newly constructed building of
Vizhinjam Research Centre. The DDG
also had a detailed discussion with the
scientists and other staff about the future
research and developmental plans of the
Centre.
Dr. B. Meenakumari, DDG (Fy), ICAR
inspecting the progress of work in the
Vizhinjam aquarium

Dr. M. V. Rao, IAS visits Visakhapatnam RC

D

r. M. V. Rao, IAS, Chief Executive,
NFDB, Hyderabad visited
Visakhapatnam RC on 22.06.2013. He
was apprised of the centre's activities by
Dr. Shubhadeep Ghosh, SIC, with
emphasis
on
farmer-institute
collaborations on cage culture, Marine
Fisheries
Census,
technology
demonstration to farmers, yellowfin tuna
migration studies using pop-up satellite
tags, artificial reef installation programs
and population dynamics of major
commercial fish and shellfish resources.
During his visit, he was apprised of captive
greasy grouper brood stock
development facility and seed production
technology of groupers larvae. He

expressed future development of mass
scale seed production. He was also
shown black lip
pearl oyster culture
and micro algal
culture facility. He
opined
that
maintaining the
stock of microalgae
is a help to the
shrimp hatcheries.
He suggested
collaborative work
on cage culture of
finfish and shell fish,
finfish hatchery
technology and

algal culture with NFDB in future for the
benefit of the fishermen.

16 Cadalmin : CMFRI Newsletter No. 138
Dr. M. V. Rao, Chief Executive, NFDB visiting the
Visakhapatnam Regional Centre of CMFRI

Official Language Implementation

Hindi Chethana Mas
celebration

W

ith special emphasis on National
integration and linguistic harmony
Hindi Chethana Mas was observed in
CMFRI Headquarters, Cochin from 01
to 28th September 2013 with various

programmes. Hindi competitions on
quotations of eminent personalities on
hindi, noting and drafting, poster on the
theme National integration, elocution,
poetry recitation, quiz and e-application
were held for the staff members and
Research Scholars of the Institute.
The Hindi Chethana Mas was
inaugurated on 3rd September 2013 with

Cultural programme by the staff members

Dr. P. T. Lakshmanan addressing the staff

a workshop on e-application. Dr. V. Kripa,
Principal Scientist and Head, FEM Division
inaugurated the Workshop. Shri Rakesh
Kumar, Chief Administrative Officer gave
felicitation. Shri P. T. Chako, Dy. Director
(OL), Customs and Central Excise,
Hyderabad conducted class on the
application of Indic languages and various
softwares speeding up the use of Hindi.
Thirty officers and staff members of
CMFRI, CIFRI and NBFGR attended the
workshop.

Valedictory function of Hindi Chethana Mas

T

he valedictory function of Hindi
Chethana Mas was held on
28.09.2013. Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan,
Director, CMFRI presided over the
function. In his speech he highlighted on
the importance of spoken hindi for the
fast spread and use of hindi and suggested
to arrange spoken hindi classes for the
staff. Dr. P. T. Lakshmanan, Director in
Charge, CIFT, Cochin was the Chief

Address by Shri. S. Sivaprasad, Deputy
Commandant, Indian Coast Guard
Station at VizhinjamRC

Guest of the function. Shri Rakesh Kumar,
Chief Administrative Officer of CMFRI
welcomed the gathering. Dr. J. Jayasankar,
Principal Scientist, FRAD presented the
message of Shri Sharad Pawar Hon'ble
Minister for Agriculture and Food
processing Industry. The Chief Guest and
Director distributed the prizes to the
winners of various competitions and
notable contributors for implementing

Shri.Cruz Muthu, Hindi Teacher,
VVD Hr.Sec.School, Tuticorin
taking hindi class

Mandapam RC

W

eek long celebration of Official
Language at Mandapam Regional
Centre was inaugurated by

Visakhapatnam RC

Commandant H.H. More, Commanding
Officer, Indian Coast Guard, Mandapam
Station distributing the prizes

The cultural programme organized on the
theme 'Navajaagaran' spread the message
and need of National awakening far and
wide.
The Hindi Day / Week / Fortnight was
observed in all Regional / Research
Centres of CMFRI with various
programmes / competitions.

Dr. Krishna Srinath with the winners
of Hindi Quiz

Lt.Cdr.D.Adhikari, Indian Navy, Uchipuli
on 16th September 2013. The valedictory
function was conducted on 23rd
September 2013. Commandant H.H.
More, Commanding Officer, Indian
Coast Guard, Mandapam Station
delivered the valedictory address and
distributed the prizes for the winner.

H

official language hindi during the year.

indi week was celebrated at
Visakhapatnam Regional Centre
from 16th to 21st September, 2013. The
valedictory function of the Hindi week
was held on 21st September 2013. Dr.
Virottama Patar, Assistant Director, Hindi
Teaching Scheme, Dept. of Official

Shri Subhramanya Bhatt,
Chief guest of the hindi
day speaking at Mangalore RC

Valedictory function of the hindi week
celebrations at Visakhapatnam RC

Language, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Govt. of India was the Chief Guest..

A

one day workshop on installation
and usage of Hindi fonts in different
Microsoft Operating Systems was held
on 31.08.2013. The workshop was
attended by scientific, technical and
administrative staff of the Centre.
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Recreation Club Activities

Onam celebrations
at Headquarters

C

MFRI headquarter celebrated
Onam on September 11, 2013
with festive and fervor. Recreation club
of CMFRI organized competitions on
pookalam, tug of war and musical chair.
Chief Guest of the official inauguration of
the function was the famous film director
Shri. Siddique. Famous comedian Shri.

Dharmajan Bolgatty, Society of Organ
Retrieval and Transplantation (SORT)
Secretary Dr. Vasant Shenoi and CMFRI
Director Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan graced
the occasion. As a part of the club charity
initiative, consent forms of the employees
willing for organ donation was collected
and handed over to Dr. Vasant Shenoi.
club members from various departments
and section performed cultural
extravaganza. The chief guests gave away
prize for the winners in the competitions.

Maveli with pookalam at Headquarters

Thiruvathirakali by staff members

Shri. Siddique, Film Director addressing the staff
Vadamvali competition

Onam pookkalam in front of the new
premises of Vizhinjam, Trivandrum

Traditional Pookalam during Onam
celebration at Mangalore RC

Pookalam winners receiving Trophy from
Shri. Siddique at Headquarters

Cultural events on Independence day at Mandapam RC

A

s a part of Independence Day
Celebration the Recreation
Club organized the sports events
and cultural evening at Mandapam
Regional centre of CMFRI on 15th
August 2013.

Dr.G.Gopakumar, Scientist-in-Charge delivering the presidential address and
distributing the prizes during the cultural evening

Eye camp at CMFRI

U

nder the initiative of CMFRI
recreation club leading optical Ms.
Lawrence & Mayo conducted an eye
camp at CMFRI Kochi on 31st August
2013. The programme started by 2 pm
with an awareness lecture on organ
donation by Dr. Vasant Shenoi, from
SORT followed by the eye camp with
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4 optometrists conducting eye
screening for nearly 100 employees of
CMFRI and offering solutions for their
eye problems. This was followed by a
two week organ donation campaign
for creating awareness and relevance
of organ donation among the
employees.

Medical camp at
Tuticorin RC

M

edical camp by Meenakshi Mission
Hospital and Research Centre,
Madurai was conducted on 11.09.2013
at Tuticorin Research Centre of CMFRI,
Tuticorin. 100 persons attended the
medical camp

KVK (Ernakulam) News

KVK introduced fruit fly trap

F

armers in Kerala are helpless as fruit
flies lay their eggs on the flowers and
immature fruits and the hatched larvae
damages their precious vegetables. The
insecticide sprays leave residues and
create health issues. Hence KVK
designed an eco-friendly fruit fly trap using
coconut shells. Farmers have to put fruits
and jaggery mix in the coconut shell to

attract fruit flies. A small quantity of
chemical supplied in the kit need to be
mixed with this to make a bait in the
coconut shell. This fruit fly trap can
dramatically reduce the amounts of
pesticides being used. Although the trap
contains very small amounts of chemicals,
they are never directly in contact with
vegetables and there is no danger of drift

Farmer using the fruit fly trap in his field

as there is with sprays. Fruit fly trap is
more useful for kitchen gardens. The cost
of one unit is INR 25/- only.

State Level Workshop

K

Kothamangalam MLA Shri. T. U. Kuruvila
doing first selling of carp seeds

programme, the MLA has also done
selling of the first lot of carp seeds
produced by KVK in collaboration with
St.Joseph Fish Farm, Karingazha in PPP
mode. Dr.V.S. Basheer, Senior Scientist,
National Bureau of Fish Genetic
Resources, Kochi lead the class on
Breeding and Seed Production of Fresh
Water Fishes. Shri.Vikas P.A. Sr.Technical
Officer, KVK demonstrated the portable
carp hatchery. Shri. Joseph Thakadiyel,
the farmer turned entrepreneur shared
his experiences.

Thirutha Harvest Mela

C

oastal areas of the Ernakulum district
are bestowed with plenty of brackish
water resources. Most of them are
abandoned or unutilized for any income
generating activities. Lack of candidate fish
species and species specific technologies
are the main issues which block the
utilization of these resources for good
income generating activity such as
Aquaculture. In this back drop KVK
demonstrated Scientific Mullet (Thirutha)
farming at Mr Ambrose Thommassery's
farm at Kumbalangi near Ernakulam and
organized harvest Mela on 17th September
2013. The mela was inaugurated by
Kumbalangi Panchayath President, Ms.
UshaPradeep. The ceremony was
presided over by Dr.Shinoj Subramannian
Programme Coordinator/Senior Scientist.
The Panchayath ward member Mr. Jude

A

VK conducted one day State level
workshop on Breeding and Seed
Production of Fresh Water Carp Fishes
at Kothamangalam on 30th August 2013.
The programme was funded by HRD cell
of CMFRI. Shri.T.U.Kuruvila, M.L.A
(Kothamangalam) inaugurated the
programme and Dr.ShinojSubramannian,
Programme coordinator/Sr.Scientist gave
a talk on Entrepreneurship development
programme of KVK in carp seed
production by installing portable carp
hatchery in farmers fields. During the

Kumbalangi Panchayath President Mrs. Usha
Pradeep inaugurating the harvest function

was present on the occasion. Subject
matter Specialist, Vikas P A outlined the
technical aspects of scientific fish farming
and explained the interventions made in
the demonstration plot. The total
expenditure including seed cost, feed,
pond cleaning and other miscellaneous
expenditure was INR 44,500/- . Total of
500 kg fish harvested and sold @ 500/per kilogramme fetching a total income of

Freshly harvested Mullets

INR 2.5 lakhs. Shri.Ambrose and his
fellow friends learned the technique and
the cost economics. A group of farmers
are getting ready for scientific mullet
farming for next season at Kumbalangi by
raising their own funds. KVK also got
encouragement to replicate similar models
elsewhere in the coastal regions of
Ernakulam District, where many brackish
water bodies are lying unutilized.

KVK Trainee turned Mushroom farmer cum Entrepreneur

.R .Sreekumar, young farmer from
Perumbavoor, Ernakulam, Kerala
attended KVK's training on Mushroom
Cultivation during April, 2012. Hearing the
scope and opportunities in mushroom
cultivation, he decided to start a unit.
However he realized after repeated
failures that the job is not easy and
mushroom cultivation requires constant
attention and care. With the technical
support and encouragement of KVK team,

he has constantly attempted and finally
established a small oyster mushroom
production unit. Slowly he increased the
capacity and presently the unit produce
10 kg mushroom daily. He uses fresh
rubber saw dust as substrate. Fresh saw
dust is abundantly available in the local
area. The second issue which he faced was
non-availability of good quality spawn. In
order to tackle this issue, he learned
spawn production technique also from

KVK and initiated a spawn production lab.
Presently he is producing spawn and
mushroom and selling mushroom at a
farm gate price of INR 220 per kg.
Presently he is the lead mushroom farmer
in Perumbavoor.
Keeping this as a
model unit, KVK is
trying to establish
similar units and
groups in the district.
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z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

Dr. G. Maheswarudu, Head, CFD,
participated in the 42nd IMC meeting
of CIBA, Chennai on 01.07.2013.
Dr. R. Narayanakumar, Head,
SEETTD and Dr. J. Jayasankar,
Principal Scientist, attended the
meeting of DG, Directors of Fisheries
Research Institutes on “Performance
indicator” held at NCAP, New Delhi
on 17-7-2013
Attended General Management
Programme for Scientist from August
26 to September 6, 2013 sponsored
by Department of Science &
Technology, Government of India held
at ASCI, Hydrabad.
Dr. T. V. Sathianandan, Head i/c
and Dr. Mini K. G., Sr. Scientist
participated in the 11th meeting of
Technical Monitoring Committee for
the Central Sector Scheme on
“Strengthening of Database and GIS for
Fisheries Sector” of the Department of
Animal Husbandry Dairying and
Fisheries at The International Centre,
Dona Paula, Goa on 30-08-2013 and
gave a presentation on Marine Fisheries
Census 2015.
Dr. G. Gopakumar, Scientist-inCharge, Mandapam RC participated
and delivered the key note address in
International Seminar at All Saints
College, Thiruvanathapuram on 19th
July 2013.
Participated in the meeting convened
by Director General, ICAR, New Delhi
to finalize the Network project
proposal from 29th to 31st August 2013.
Dr. G. Gopakumar, Scientist-inCharge, Mandapam RC, Dr. A. K.
Abdul Nazar, Senior Scientist, Dr. R.
Jayakumar, Senior Scientist visited the
Marine Ornamental Fish Breeding Unit
at CAS in Marine Biology, Annamalai
University, Parangipettai and visited the
silver pompano demonstration farm at
South Pitchavaram on 3rd August 2013.
Dr Vinay D. Deshmukh, Principal
Scientist & Scientist-in-Charge,
Mumbai RC participated in Raigad
District Fisheries Council meeting at
Alibaug on 30th July 2013.
Invited by Hon. Chief Minister of
Maharashtra State to find out possible
reasons of jelly fish and sting rays attack
at Girgaon Beach during Ganapati
immersion on 13th September 2013.
Visited Ganapati immersion venue at
Girgaon Baech on 18th September
2013 on request of Commissioner
Municipal Corporation of Greater

Mumbai and Commissioner of Police,
Mumbai to survey and aware about
sting ray attack.
z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

Dr. K.K. Joshi, Principal Scientist
attended a workshop on “IndoGerman research cooperation in
support of the management of coastal
and marine biodiversity in India”
sponsored by MoEF and GIZ held on
5-6 September 2013 at New Delhi.
Dr. K. Vinod, SIC, Madras RC
attended the National Stakeholder’s
Meeting held at O/o BOBP-IGO,
Chennai on 02.09.2013 under the
IUCN–MFF Gulf of Mannar Regional
Project entitled “Living Resources of the
Gulf of Mannar: assessment of key
species and habitats for enhancing
awareness and for conservation policy
formulation between Sri Lanka and
India.
Dr. K. K. Philipose, SIC, Karwar RC
attended the first meeting of the
committee constituted for ‘revalidation of fish catch potential from
inland and marine cages’ convened by
the DAHD, Ministry of Agriculture,
Govt. of India at New Delhi on 6
September 2013
Dr. Shubhadeep Ghosh, SIC,
Visakhapatnam RC attended Third
Annual Review Workshop of the
NFBSFARA at A.P. Shinde Symposium
Hall, NASC complex, Pusa, New Delhi
from 21st - 23rd July 2013.
Attended DG meeting at CIFRI,
Barrackpore for the project “Stock
characterization, captive breeding,
seed production and culture of Hilsa
( Tenualosa ilisha )” funded by
NFBSFARA on 27th July 2013.
Dr. Prathibha Rohit, Principal
Scientist attended the Technical
Programme Discussion Meeting for
review of the research projects as the
invited Expert held under Board of
Research in Nuclear Sciences (BRNS),
Department of Atomic Energy on 20
- 09 -2013, BARC, at Mumbai.
Dr. Dineshbabu A. P., Principal
Scientist and Dr. Swathi lekshmi P.
S., Senior Scientist attended the
NICRA review meeting at New Delhi
from June 17-06-2013 to 19 -062013.
Dr. Dineshbabu A. P. Principal
Scientist and Dr. Sujitha Thomas
attended National Review meeting of
“SIBER India” project at NIO Goa on
16-9-2013.

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

z

Attended the Co-ordination
Committee meeting and meeting with
fishermen co-operatives regarding site
survey under the project “Stock
characterization, captive breeding,
seed production and culture of Hilsa
( Tenualosa ilisha )” at CIFRI,
Barrackpore from 15th -19th August
2013.
Dr Veerendra Veer Singh,
Principal Scientist,, Delivered Key note
address in Mud Crab Fishery
Management workshop organized by
Marine Products Export Development
Authority at Ulva, Moha village on 21st
June 2013.
Participated in Raigad District Fisheries
Council meeting at Alibaug on 30th
July 2013.
Dr. J. Jayasankar, Principal Scientist,
participated in the IV Meeting of the
committee to work out the fleet size
of EEZ on 11 th September, 2013
conducted by DAHD & F at New
Delhi
Dr. Joe K. Kizhakudan, Senior
Scientist participated in the meeting on
“Water Resilient Aquaculture – Vision
for 2050” organised by the Central
Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture
(CIFA) at Bhubaneswar on
06.09.2013
Dr. Joe K. Kizhakudan, Senior
Scientist and Dr. S.N. Sethi, Scientist
participated in the one day workshop
on Sustainable Fisheries organized by
MPEDA at Puducherry on 27.08.2013
Dr. R. Jeyabaskaran, Senior
Scientist participated the workshop on
‘Conservation and sustainable
management of Existing and Potential
coastal and marine Protected Area’
held at New Delhi on 5-6 September
2013 jointly organized by Ministry of
Environment & Forests and GIZ.
Dr. A. K. Abdul Nazar, Senior
Scientist, Dr. R. Jayakumar, Senior
Scientist visited the Pompano/ Cobia
demonstration
farms
near
Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu, Nellore
and Kota in Andhra Pradesh from 9th
to 11th July 2013.
Dr. A. K. Abdul Nazar, Senior
Scientist, Dr. R. Jayakumar, Senior
Scientist visited the farms in
Bhimavaram, West Godavari district,
Andhra Pradesh for Pompano farming
and visited Machilipattinam,
Demonstration farm at Nagai Lanka
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in Krishna district of Andhra Pradesh
from 2nd to 7th September 2013.
Dr. Grinson George, Senior
Scientist participated and delivered
lecture in the one day brain storming
session on 27 th August 2013 to
discuss and finalise the reprocessing
chain of different OCM LAC-360 m
data at National Remote Sensing
Centre, Hyderabad.

z

z

Ms. Indira Divipala, Scientist,
attended the 12-week training on
“Geo-spatial technologies and
applications” conducted by National
Remote sensing Centre, Hyderabad
from 3 June to 23 August 2013of the
Academic Council on 3rd April, 2013
at the Kerala Agricultural University
Headquarters, Vellanikkara

z

Attended the Programme Advisory
Committee of the Department of
Science and Engineering Board
meeting for the project proposal
presentation on ‘Sustainable blue food
security and carbon issues under a
changing climate: Challenges in
Australia and India’ on 13th June 2013
at Vasant Square Mall, Lower Ground
Floor, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi.

Personnel
ASSUMPTION OF CHARGES
1.

Shri V. Mohanan, Administrative Officer, Indian Institute of Spices Research, Calicut has assumed the charges of Administrative Officer, CMFRI on
30.07.2013(FN).

PROMOTIONS
Names & Designation

Promoted as

w.e.f

Center

Dr. Vidya Jayasankar, Sr. Scientist
PB-3: `15,600-39,100 + RGP ` 8,000/-

Senior Scientist
PB-4: ` 37,400-67,000 +
RGP ` 9,000/-

06.04.2012

Madras RC

Dr. (Smt.) Mini K. G., Scientist
PB-3: ` 15,600-39,100 + RGP ` 8,000/-

Re-designated as
Senior Scientist

01.01.2010

CMFRI Hqrs.

PB-4: ` 37,400-67,000 +
RGP ` 9,000/-

02.11.2012

Dr. (Smt.) Rekhadevi Chakraborthy, Scientist
PB-3: RGP ` 7,000/-

Senior Scientist
PB-3: ` 15,600-39,100 +
RGP ` 8,000/-

17.12.2012

CMFRI Hqrs.

Dr. (Smt.) Bindu Sulochanan, Scientist
PB-3: RGP ` 7,000/-

Senior Scientist
PB-3: ` 15,600-39,100 +
RGP ` 8,000/-

10.09.2012

Mangalore RC

Dr. S. R. Krupesha Sharma, Scientist (SS)

Senior Scientist
` 12,000-18,300/(Pre-revised)

27.03.2008

Karwar RC

Dr. (Smt.) P. S. Swathilekshmi,
Scientist (SS)

Senior Scientist
` 12,000-18,300/(Pre-revised)

30.08.2006

Mangalore RC

Dr. (Smt.) S. Lakshmi Pillai,
Scientist (SS)

Scientist (SG)
` 12,000-18,300/(Pre-revised)

21.06.2007

CMFRI Hqrs.

Dr. (Smt.) Sujitha Thomas,
Scientist (SS)

Scientist (SG)
` 12,000-18,300/(Pre-revised)

21.06.2007

Mangalore RC

Dr. (Smt.) Sobha Joe Kizhakudan, Scientist (SS)

Scientist (SG)
` 12,000-18,300/(Pre-revised)

05.07.2007

Madras RC

Dr. (Smt.) Geetha Sasikumar,
Scientist (SS)

Scientist (SG)
` 12,000-18,300/(Pre-revised)

11.07.2007

Mangalore RC

Dr. P. Ramesh Kumar,
Scientist, RGP `6,000/-

Scientist
RGP ` 7,000/-

26.02.2013

Mandapam RC

Shri C. Kalidas,
Scientist, RGP ` 6,000/-

Scientist,
RGP ` 7,000/-

07.01.2013

Mandapam RC

Dr. Ritesh Ranjan,
Scientist, RGP ` 6,000/-

Scientist,
RGP ` 7,000/-

09.03.2012

Visakhapatnam RC

Smt. K. V. Sajitha, Personal Assistant

Private Secretary

24.07.2013

CMFRI Hqrs.

Smt. P. K. Mary, UDC

Assistant

15.06.2013

CMFRI Hqrs.

Smt. D. Madhavi Lata, UDC

Assistant

02.08.2013

Visakhapatnam RC

Smt. Binny Cherian, UDC

Assistant

08.08.2013

CMFRI Hqrs.

Shri E. A. Roopesh, LDC

UDC

26.08.2013

CMFRI Hqrs.

Shri Jestin Joy K. M., SSS

Technician

01.07.2013

CMFRI Hqrs.

Shri Ch. Moshe, SSS

Technician

01.07.2013

Visakhapatnam RC

Smt. Koncies Mary, SSS

Technician

01.07.2013

Tuticorin RC

Shri B. Kathiresan, SSS

Technician

02.08.2013

Mandapam RC
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TRANSFERS
Name & Designation

From

To

w.e.f

Dr. P. Laxmilatha, Pr. Scientist

Visakhapatnam RC

CMFRI Hqrs.

20.05.2013

Shri K. Solaman, T-1-3 (Technical Assistant)

Vizhinjam RC

CMFRI Hqrs.

15.07.2013

Shri M. N. Sathyan, Senior Technician (Motor Driver)

Calicut RC

CMFRI Hqrs.

01.08.2013

Smt. Dhanya. G, Technicians

Karwar RC

CMFRI Hqrs.

11.07.2013

Shri K. Murugan, Technician

CMFRI Hqrs.

Tuticorin RC

17.07.2013

Ms. Priyanka Kumari, Assistant

CMFRI Hqrs.

Mumbai RC

17.07.2013

Shri C. P. Umasankar, Lower Division Clerk

CMFRI Hqrs.

Calicut RC

06.07.2013

Shri R. Pydi Raju, Skilled Support Staff

CMFRI Hqrs.

Visakhapatnam RC

07.08.2013

MEETINGS
3rd meeting of the 12th Institute Joint Council of CMFRI held on 9th July 2013 at Vizhinjam Research Centre of CMFRI, Vizhinjam.
RESIGNATION
Name

Designation

Center

w.e.f

Shri Rajarshi Chakma

Assistant

Visakhapatnam RC

20.09.2013 (AN)

Names

Designation

Center

w.e.f

Shri Tomy Prince. M. J.

Assistant

CMFRI Hqrs.

01.08.2013 (FN)

Shri A. Abu Bin Mehsam

Skilled Support Staff

Veraval RC

01.05.2013 (FN)

REMOVAL FROM SERVICE
Name

Designation

Center

w.e.f

Shri M. Joseph Sahayaraj

Skilled Support Staff

Tuticorin RC

07.02.2011

VOLUNTARY RETIREMENT

We salute the seniors on their retirement

Smt. K. K. Kousallia
Assistant
31.07.2013 Cochin

Shri K. Ram Mohan
Technical Officer
31.07.2013 Visakhapatnam RC

Shri Govindnath Chudasama
Technical Officer (Motor Driver)
31.08.2013 Veraval RC

Shri N. Burayya
Senior Technical Assistant
31.07.2013 Narsapur FC

Shri A. Palanichamy
Technical Assistant
31.08.2013 Mandapam RC

Obituary
With profound sorrow
CMFRI family pay homage to
our beloved colleagues
Shri Ramesh B. Rao,
Senior Technical Assistant
Alibag FC 12.08.2013

Shri. Sommayya S. Gonda
Skilled Support Staff
Bhatkal FC 25.09.2013
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