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Incidental landing of lesser devil ray Mobula diabolus (Shaw, 1804)
at Dummulapeta and Bhairavapalem, Andhra Pradesh

Satish Kumar M., Uma Mahesh V., Hanumantha Rao M. V. and Shubhadeep Ghosh
Visakhapatnam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Visakhapatnam

Landings of lesser devil ray, Mobula diabolus
(Shaw, 1804) were reported at Dummulapeta and
Bhairavapalem landing centers of Andhra Pradesh
from 21.03.2012 to 23.03.2012. A total of 23 mobulid
rays were caught incidentally in drift gill nets set in
surface waters for targeting yellow fin tuna shoals
by motorized gillnetters, 20 km away from the
shore. The disc length of Mobula diabolus ranged
from 62-105 cm, disc width from 97-163 cm and
weighed between 40 and 110 kg. Targeted fishery
for yellow fin tuna commences in September and
lasts till March. During this period fishermen actively
operate HDPE drift gillnets with mesh size 80-150

Mobula diabolus landed at Dummulapeta and
Bhairavapalem landing centres

Mobula diabolus cutting

mm along the Kakinada coast. This incidental catch
of lesser devil rays coincided with nets set during
night time.

Mobula diabolus are locally called as “Deyyam
teku” and occurs in both coastal and oceanic waters
from the intertidal to the epipelagic zone around
coral and rocky reefs, in lagoons and enclosed open
bays. The catch was disposed by open auction at
the Dummulapeta and Bhairavapalem landing

Mobula diabolus flesh and skin was great demand, flesh is cut into strips for salting process
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Mobula diabolus removing of gill rakers and liver for oil
extraction

centres. Mobula diabolus catch was auctioned at
the rate of ` 35- 45/ kg. The ray was cut open to
remove gill rakers and liver. Cut gill rakers were
cleaned, dried and exported to Japan, Singapore,
and China, as it has prime importance in traditional
Chinese medicine. The liver is used for oil
extraction. As there was no demand for flesh, the
flesh was cut into strips for salting. The salted and
dried flesh was sent to Tamil Nadu and Kerala
markets. Mobulids are under IUCN Red list, as these
stocks are depleting at rapid pace due to its slow
growth, late maturity and low fecundity. These
incidental catches because of large scale operation
of drift gill nets are contributing to the increased
fishing pressure on devil rays.

A note on the record of scorpion fish Parapterois macrura

Saravanan R.
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam

The family Scorpaenidae includes 209 species
of fishes that are commonly called Scorpion fishes
or rock fishes.  Out of the 209 species only 18 have
been described by Indian researchers so far and
along Karnataka coast seven species have been
recorded. The Genus Parapterois has two species
viz. P. heterura and P. macrura. Though the P.
heterura is widely distributed in the Indo-Pacific,
P. macrura has so far been located only in the
Malabar- Mangalore coast of Karnataka. Mandrytsa
(2001) recorded a poorly known scorpion fish,
Pterois macrura Alcock, 1896, originally described
from the Malabar Coast off Calicut, west coast of
India, as a second species of Parapterois and
provided a key to the two species. With the
exception of Mandrytsa (2001) and some type
catalogs (Menon and Yazdani, 1968, Menon and
Rama-Rao, 1975, Eschmeyer, 1986, Eschmeyer  and
Rama-Rao, 1978, Ishida, 1997), no reports of
Parapterois macrura have been published since
Alcock’s (1896) original description and subsequent
report (Alcock 1898). Specimens collected from

P. macrura differed from P. heterura in having the upper
margin of the orbit higher than the level of the first dorsal
fin spine base (vs. slightly lower in the latter), the
interobital space without scales (vs. Covered with scales),
a tentacle on the lacrimal not reaching the posterior
margin of the maxilla (vs. Extending beyond it), and a
flap with small black spots present on the tip of the first
dorsal fin spine (vs. Flap absent). Mandrytsa (2001)

India, were studied by Hiroyuki Motomura (2004)
and confirmed the species validity. This is the first
colour photographic record of this species, which
was landed at Mangalore fishing harbour by a
multiday trawler operated at a depth of 151 m, 40
km south off Mangalore during  September 2010.




