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Effect of stocking density on growth and survival of hatchery reared
fry of Asian seabass, Lates calcarifer (Bloch) under captive conditions
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ABSTRACT
One of the important factors determining the success in open sea floating cage farming is the availability of quality seeds of
appropriate size. The commercially available hatchery produced seeds should be further reared to appropriate size before
stocking in the sea cages. The Asian seabass, Lates calcarifer is an important candidate species for open sea floating cage
culture. Availability of seeds of required size is an important bottleneck in the sea farming of this species. To address this
issue, an experiment was conducted in 2007 off Visakhapatnam coast of India in the Bay of Bengal, to study the effect of
different stocking densities on the growth and survival rate of hatchery reared seabass fry. Asian seabass fry with a mean
total length of 23.9 ±3 mm and mean body weight of 0.45±0.05 g were stocked in 5 t FRP tanks with 3.5 t of filtered seawater,
at three different stocking densities viz., 1000, 1500 and 2000 nos. m-3 in triplicate. The fishes were fed with commercial dry
pellet feed (Godrej) at 6-8% of fish biomass. Feeding was done 6 times daily at 4 h intervals . The water quality parameters
were monitored and maintained within the favorable ranges for seabass culture. The growth and survival under different
stocking densities were monitored for a period of 90 days. Results observed from these experimental trials showed that the
specific growth rate (SGR) was inversely proportional to that of the stocking density (p<0.05), and no significant variation
was noticed in the survival rate. An overall biomass production of 1.11 kg day-1 was obtained at a high stocking of 2000 nos.
m-3. The results of the experiment indicated that these high stocking density techniques with proper feeding and water quality
management can be used to produce large numbers of seabass fingerlings of stockable size for open sea cage culture.
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Introduction
The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute
(CMFRI) has been undertaking open sea floating cage
culture experimens since 2007 off Visakhapatnam coast of
India in the Bay of Bengal. Among the finfish species, the
Asian seabass, Lates calcarifer is considered as one of the
most important candidate species suitable for farming in
ponds and cages in freshwater, brackishwater and marine
ecosystems (Kungavankiu et al., 1986; Rimmer and
Russell, 1998; Anil et al., 2010). The success in open sea
floating cage farming depends on the availability of seeds
of appropriate size for stocking. The commercially
available hatchery produced seabass seeds need to be
further reared before stocking in sea cages. Increased
stocking density during the nursery rearing phase is
essential to meet the high demand for advanced seabass
fingerlings for farming operations. Density is one of the
most deterministic factors in larviculture, affecting social

interactions such as aggressiveness (Kaiser et al., 1995;
Sakakura and Tsukamoto, 1998; 1999), hierarchical
phenomena (Schreck, 1981) and cannibalism (Hecht and
Pienaar, 1983; Katavic et al., 1989; Moore and Prange,
1994), resulting in variations in size, survival and growth
performance in fish populations (Suteemechaikul and
Petchrid, 1987; Papoutsoglou et al., 1998; Hatziathanasiou
et al., 2002). The present study was undertaken to estimate
the effect of different stocking densities on the growth and
survival rate of hatchery reared Asian sea bass,
Lates calcarifer.

Materials and methods
Asian seabass fry with a mean total length of
23.9 ±3 mm and mean body weight of 0.45±0.05 g were
stocked in 5 t FRP tank with 3.5 t of filtered seawater at
three different stocking densities viz.,-1000, 1500 and
2000 nos m -3 in triplicate. The fishes were fed with
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commercial dry pellet feed (Godrej) at 6-8% of fish
biomass. The feeding was done 6 times daily at 4 h
intervals. The tanks were provided with continuous aeration
and water was changed daily before feeding. Tanks were
cleaned and the uneaten feeds were collected 2 h after the
feeding. Collected uneaten feeds were dried and weighed
for calculating the feeding rate. Water quality parameters
such as temperature, pH, salinity and dissolved oxygen,
were monitored daily using portable instruments, while
critical parameters such as total ammonia (NH3) and nitrite
(NO2) were measured on alternate days following standard
methods (APHA, 1998). The growth and survival under
different stocking densities were monitored for a period of
90 days.
The main performance variables were calculated using
the following formulae:
Survival (%) = (number of fish harvested/number of
fish stocked) × 100.
Specific growth rate (SGR) = [lnWt2-lnWt1 × (t2-t1)-1]
× 100 where: Wt2=final weight (g), Wt1=initial weight (g)
and t2-t1=number of days.
Feed conversion ratio (FCR) = total amount of feed
consumed (kg) / biomass increase (kg)
Data from each treatment were subjected to one-way
analysis of variance (ANOVA). Means were compared by
Tukey’s test (p=0.05). The level of significance was chosen
at p<0.05, and the results are presented as mean±standard
error of the mean (S.E.M.).

Results and discussion
Ingredients and proximate composition of the pellet
diet (Godrej) used in the present study are provided in
Table 1. The effects of stocking density on survival (%),
specific growth rate (SGR) and feed conversion ratio (FCR)
are presented in Fig. 1, 2 and 3 respectively. The fishes
adapted well to the experimental system, and no disease or
water quality problems were observed during the study
period. The water temperature ranged from 27.5 to
31.5 °C, pH 7.4 to 7.8, salinity 28.5 to 33.5 ‰, dissolved
oxygen (DO) 5.8 to 6.2 mg l-1 and nitrite (NO2) 0.01 to
0.03 ppm in different treatments. The total ammonia (NH3)
varied from 0.01 to 0.07 ppm in treatment with a stocking
density of 1000 nos m-3, 0.01 to 0.15 ppm in 1500 nos m3
and 0.01 to 0.63 ppm in 2000 nos m-3 stocking density.
The water quality parameters were within the limits cited
by Rimmer and Russel (1998) for the rearing of Asian
seabass nursery and grow-out. This is also one of the reasons
that all the stocks in the treatments yielded almost 100%
survival rate.
Overall survival rates recorded wree: 98.3, 97.6 and
98.7% at stocking densities of 1000 nos. m-3, 1500 nos. m-3
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Table 1. Ingredient and proximate composition of the commercial
pelleted diet (Godrej) used (g 100 g-1 dry weight).
Ingredients (g 100 g-1)
Muscle fish meal

58.57

Krill meal

11.14

Cod liver oil

13.28

Lecithin

1.00

Gelatin

6.50

Corn starch

3.00

Mineral premix

3.75

Vitamin premix

2.75

Antioxidant premix

0.01

Proximate composition: (g 100 g-1 dry weight)
Crude protein

61.8

Crude lipid

21.5

Ash

6.1

NFE + crude fiber

10.6

Gross energy (kJ g ):
-1

24.9

and 2000 nos. m-3 respectively (Fig. 1). Statistical analysis
showed no significant differences in survival rates up to
the 30 days of experimental period, at 1000 nos. m-3,
1500 nos. m-3 and 2000 nos. m-3 (p>0.05). But significant
differences were noticed in the survival rates after 90 days
of culture period at 1000 nos. m -3 as compared to
1500 nos. m-3 and 2000 nos. m-3 stocking densities (p<0.05)
(Fig. 1). Kailasam et al. (2001) observed a survival rate of
65% in higher stocking densities of 20 and 30 nos. l-1.
Kailasam et al. (2002) opined that seabass fry are highly
carnivorous, voracious feeders and development of fastgrowing individuals (shooters) during the larval phase
drastically reduces the survival rate mainly through
cannibalism. But, in the present study, higher percentage
of survival was obtained at high stocking density of 2000
nos. m -3 and also very less amount of fast-growing

Fig. 1. Survival (%) of Asian seabass Lates calcarifer cultured
at three different stocking densities for a study period of
90 days (All values are mean ± S.E.M)
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individuals (shooters) were noticed in high stocking density
than in the low stocking densities. There was no significant
interaction between size distribution, stocking density,
survival, cannibalism and natural mortality. High stocking
density (2000 nos. m-3) and initial size distribution without
interaction influenced the survival of juveniles in the present
investigation.
Weight gain per day during the initial period ranged
from 0.16 to 0.38 whereas the SGR ranged from 7.11 to
4.41. This agrees with the previous report by Katersky and
Carter (2005), where SGR was 5.6% per day at 27 °C in a
20 days experiment using 5 g fish. In the present study,
SGR decreased from 4.51 to 4.41 in 1000 nos. m-3, 6.36 to
5.39 in 1500 nos. m-3 and 7.11 to 6.89 in 2000 nos. m-3
stocking density after the 90 days rearing period (Fig. 2).
There is an inverse relationship between SGR and fish
weight and therefore, SGR decreases as fish weight
increases (Jobling, 1994; Catacutan and Coloso, 1997;
Eusebio and Coloso, 2000). Results observed from these
experimental trials showed that the SGR was inversely
proportional to that of the stocking density (p<0.05), but
not much variation was noticed in the survival rate.

Fig. 2. Specific growth rate (SGR) of Asian seabass Lates
calcarifer cultured at three different stocking densities
(All values are mean ± S.E.M)

Philipose et al. (2010) reported FCR of 1.15 in
45 day nursery rearing of Asian seabass in indoor cement
tanks. In the present study, the FCR recorded at the three
stocking rates were, 0.86, 0.85 and 0.90 for 1000 nos. m-3,
1500 nos. m-3 and 2000 nos. m-3 respectively during the
culture period of 90 days (Fig. 3). Significant differences
(p<0.05) between 2000 nos. m-3 and the other two stocking
rates were recorded, but on the other hand 1000 nos. m-3
and 1500 nos. m-3 did not differ significantly (Fig. 3). The
FCR values indicate that 2000 nos. m-3 stocking density
group utilised the feed most efficiently and showed better
feed conversion than the other two groups, resulting in an
overall biomass production of 1.11 kg day-1. In the case of
rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), it has been
demonstrated that social interactions affect fish growth
negatively, because dominant fish monopolise and do not

Fig. 3. Food conversion ratio (FCR) of Asian seabass
Lates calcarifer cultured at three different stocking
densities (All values are mean ± S.E.M).

allow the subordinates to feed properly (Alanärä and
Brännäs, 1996). However, when European seabass was
reared up to the age of 6 months, high densities enabled
the highest growth rates from 6.6 to 27.6 g (Papoutsoglou
et al., 1998).
Seabass fry reared under controlled conditions face
competition among individuals for feed and space resulting
in uneven growth causing cannibalism (Mackinnon, 1985;
Van Damme et al., 1989; Sukumaran et al., 2011). Hecht
and Pienaar (1993) stated that cannibalism is also a
phenomenon believed to be caused due to genetics and
behaviour of the fish. Cannibalism due to size variation
caused by genotypic differences dictates individual growth
rate (De Angelis et al., 1979). Several environmental factors
like food availability, population density, refuges, water
clarity, light intensity, feeding frequency and the frequency
at which alternative prey is presented are found to influence
the behavioural pattern of larvae and juveniles which
ultimately lead to cannibalism (Braid and Shell, 1981;
Li and Mathias, 1982). In the present investigation, such
phenomenon was noticed to some extent in low stocking
density groups whereas in high stocking density group it
was almost nil. Kailasam et al. (2002) reported that social
dominance is one of the causes of size variation, which
leads to hierarchical territoriality and associated behavioural
patterns. In high stocking density, there was very less
chances for social dominance and hierarchical territoriality
and associated behavioural patterns, which lead to efficient
utilisation of the available space and feed in the culture
environment.
The results of the present study indicate that high
stocking density (up to 2000 nos. m-3) with proper feeding
rate, feeding frequency and water quality can help to reduce
cannibalism and to obtain maximum survival rate and
growth in seabass. The technique can be used to produce
large numbers of seabass juveniles for open sea cage
farming of Asian seabass.

Suresh Kumar Mojjada et al.

Acknowledgements
The authors express their gratitude to the Ministry of
Agriculture, Government of India for the financial support
provided to carry out the work. The authors are grateful to
the Head, Mariculture Division, CMFRI, for his
encouragement during the study. We are thankful to all the
staff of Visakhapatnam Regional Centre of CMFRI for their
help in field work.

References
Alanärä, A. and Brännäs, E. 1996. Dominance in demand-feeding
behaviour in Arctic charr and rainbow trout: the effect of
stocking density. J. Fish Biol., 48: 242– 254.
Anil, M. K., Santosh, B., Jasmine, S., Saleela, K. N., George, R.
M., Kingsley, H. J., Unnikrishnan, C., Hanumanta Rao, G.
and Syda Rao, G. 2010. Growth performance of the seabass
Lates calcarifer (Blotch) in sea cage at Vizhinjam Bay along
the south-west coast of India. Indian J. Fish., 57(4): 65-69.

74
Kailasam, M., Thirunavukkarasu, A. R., Mathew Abraham,
Kishore Chandra, P. and Subburaj, R. 2002. Influence of
size variation and feeding on cannibalism of Asian seabass
Lates calcarifer (Bloch) during hatchery rearing phase.
Indian J. Fish., 49 (2): 107–113.
Kaiser, H., Weyl, O. and Hecht, T. 1995. The effect of stocking
density on growth, survival and agonistic behavior of African
catfish. Aquacult. Int., 3: 217– 225.
Katavic, I., Jug-Dujakovic, J. and Glamuzina, B. 1989.
Cannibalism as a factor affecting the survival of intensively
cultured seabass (Dicentrachus labrax) fingerlings.
Aquaculture, 77: 135–143.
Katersky, R. S. and Carter, C. G. 2005. Growth efficiency of
juvenile barramundi, Lates calcarifer at high temperatures.
Aquaculture, 250 (3-4): 775-780.
Kungavankiu, P. B. J., Pudaera. Jr., Tir Jr, L. B. and Protestas,
L. O. 1986. Biology and culture of seabass. SEAFDEC
(AQD) Extension Manual No. 11.

APHA 1998. Standard methods for the estimation of water and
waste waters, 20th edn., American Public Health Association,
New York.

Li, S. and Mathias, J. A. 1982. Causes of high mortality among
cultured larval walleyes. Transactions of the American
Fisheries Society, 111 (6): 710-721.

Braid, M. R. and Shell, E. W. 1981. Incidence of cannibalism
among striped bass fry in an intensive culture system. Progr.
Fish Culturist, 43 (4): 210-212.

Mackinnon, M. R. 1985. Barramundi breeding and culture in
Thailand. Queensland Dept. of Primary Industries Study
Tour Report, 1-21. June, 1982. Sohgkla, Thailand.

Catacutan, M. R. and Coloso, R. M. 1997. Growth of juvenile
Asian seabass, Lates calcarifer, fed varying carbohydrate
and lipid levels. Aquaculture, 149 (1-2): 137–144.

Moore, A. and Prange, M. 1994. Influence of stocking densities
on walley fry viability in experimental and production tanks.
Prog. Fish Cult., 56: 194– 201.

De Angelis, D. L., Cox, D. K. and Content, C. C. 1979.
Cannibalism and size dispersal in young of the year large
mouth bass: Experiment and model. Ecological Modelling,
8: 133-148.

Papoutsoglou, S. E., Tziha, G., Vrettos, X. and Athanasiou, A.
1998. Effects of stocking density on behaviour and growth
rate of European seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax) juveniles
reared in a closed circulated system. Aquacultural Engg.,,
18: 135-144.

Eusebio, P. S. and Coloso, R. M. 2000. Nutritional evaluation of
various plant protein sources in diets for Asian seabass Lates
calcarifer. J. Appl. Ichthyol., 16: 56–60.
Hatziathanasiou, A., Paspatis, M., Houbart, M., Kestemont, P.,
Stefanakis, S. and Kentouri, M. 2002. Survival, growth and
feeding in early life stages of European seabass
(Dicentrarchus labrax) intensively cultured under different
stocking densities. Aquaculture, 205: 89-102.
Hecht, T. and Pienaar, T. 1983. A review of cannibalism and its
implications in fish larviculture. J. World Aquacult. Soc.,
24 (2): 246-261.
Jobling, M. 1994. Fish Bioenergetics. Chapman and Hall, London,
309 pp.
Kailasam, M., Kishore Chandra, P., Muralidhar, M.,
Thirunavukkarasu, A. R. and Mathew Abraham. 2001.
Survival and growth of seabass Lates calcarifer (Bloch) fry
reared at different stocking densities. In: Menon, N. G. and
Pillai, P. P. (Eds.), Perspectives in mariculture, p. 311–320.

Philipose, K. K., Krupesha Sharma, R. S., Sadhu, N.,
Vaidya, N. G. and Syda Rao, G. 2010. Some aspects of
nursery rearing of the Asian seabass (Lates calcarifer, Bloch)
in indoor cement tanks. Indian J. Fish., 57(4): 61-64.
Rimmer, M. A. and Russell, D. J. 1998. Aspects of the biology
and culture of Lates calcarifer, In: De Silava, S. S. (Ed.),
Tropical Mariculture, Academic Press, U.S.A., p: 449-476.
Sakakura, Y. and Tsukamoto, K. 1998. Effects of density, starvation
and size difference on aggressive behaviour in juvenile
yellowtails (Seriola quinqueradiata). J, Appl. Ichthyol., 14:
9-13.
Sakakura, Y. and Tsukamoto, K. 1999. Ontogeny of aggressive
behaviour in schools of yellowtail, Seriola quinqueradiata.
Environ. Biol. Fishes, 56: 231–242.
Schreck, C. B. 1981. Stress and compensation in teleostean fishes;
response to social and physical factors. In: Pickering, A. D.
(Ed.), Stress and fish, Academic Press, London, p. 295–321.

Effect of stocking density on growth and survival of Lates calcarifer
Sukumaran, K., Thirunavukkarasu, A. R., Kailasam, M.,
Sundaray, K. J., Subburaj, R. and Thiagarajan, G. 2011.
Effect of stocking density on size heterogeneity and sibling
cannibalism in Asian seabass Lates calcarifer (Bloch, 1790)
larvae. Indian J. Fish., 58(3): 145-147.
Suteemechaikul, N. and Petchrid, S. 1987. Effect of stocking
density on survival of seabass (Lates calcarifer) larvae. In:
Copland, J. W. and Grey, D. L. (Ed.), International workshop

Date of Receipt

: 31.05.2012

Date of Acceptance

: 09.11.2012

75
on management of wild and culture seabass/b
arramundi (Lates calcarifer), Australian Centre For
International Agricultural Research, Canberra, Australia, 20:
142-143.
Van Damme, P. P., Appelbaum, S. and Hecht, T. 1989. Sibling
cannibalism in koi carp, Cyprinus carpio, L., larvae and
juveniles reared under controlled conditions. J. Fish. Biol.,
34 (6): 855-863.

