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First time occurrence of the flathead sillago, Sillaginopsis  panijus
in commercial landings at Chennai

S. N. Sethi , Shoba Joe Kizhakudan and S. Rajapackiam
Research Centre  of CMFRI, Chennai

Unusual landing of the flathead sillago
Sillaginopsis panijus (Hamilton, 1822) was observed
on 24th June 2010 at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour,
Chennai. About 30 kg of S. panijus  in the size range
280-360 mm (length) and 120-325 g (weight) was
landed by trawl nets caught at a depth of 60-80 m.
This is the first report on S. panijus  at Chennai in
commercial landings. Among the sillaginidae family,
the silver sillago  Sillago sihama (Forsskal, 1775),
locally called as “vellai kilangan” is the only species
usually landed at Chennai. Morphologically,
S. panijus differs from other sillaginid fishes in the
presence of  elongated trailing second dorsal spine.

Sillaginopsis panijus landed at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour,
Chennai

Morphometric measurements of Sillaginopsis panijus collected from Kasimedu Fishing Harbour, Chennai

Measurements Sillaginopsis panijus (Female) Sillaginopsis panijus  (Male)

Total length (mm) 360 312
Standard length (mm) 305 280
Snout to dorsal (mm) 110 98
Anal soft rays 26 25
Snout to eye (mm) 38 35
Snout to head (mm) 90 77
Snout to pectoral (mm) 100 87
Snout to pelvic (mm) 108 90
Snout to anal (mm) 38 35
Length of dorsal 2nd spine (mm) 162 152
Dorsal spines 11 11
Dorsal soft rays 27 26
Anal spines 2 2
Sex Female Male
Weight (g) 250 190
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Occurrence of blue spotted cornet fish Fistuluria commersonii at Chennai

S. N.  Sethi, S. Rajapackiam and N. Rudramurthy
Research Centre of CMFRI, Chennai

On 17th March 2011,  blue spotted cornet fish
Fistuluria commersonii (Ruppel,1838) commonly
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called as pipe fish was recorded for the first time
at Nochikuppam, Chennai. The size range of
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Morphometric measurements (mm) of the blue spotted cornet fish Fistuluria commersonii landed at Chennai

Fishes (Numbers) 1 2 3 4 5 6

Total length 430 448 490 505 510 535

Standard length 400 425 465 475 480 508

Snout to Ist dorsal 338 360 395 405 408 445

Snout to pectoral 160 168 180 205 230 280

Snout to anal 325 345 385 390 405 425

Snout to eye 125 130 135 142 150 160

Head length 147 155 183 188 190 202

Length of prolonged 140 158 170 178 185 195
caudal fin rays

Sex F2 M F5 F3 F4 F5

Weight (g) 48 60 75 85 90 110

Dorsal rays 11 11 11 11 11 11

Pectoral rays 13 13 13 13 13 13

Anal rays 11 11 11 11 11 11

Fistularia commersonii landed at Chennai
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F. commersonii ranged from 430  - 535 mm and
the weight ranged from 45 – 110 g. Most of the
female fishes were in mature stage (stage IV and
stage V). The gonad length was 160-170 mm and
the weight was 6.0-6.5 g. The estimated fecundity
was 19,500 numbers per fish.

Report on an albino seerfish Scomberomorus commerson
landed at Chennai

S. N. Sethi, S. Rajapackiam, P. Poovanam and A. Margaret Muthu Rathinam
Research Centre of CMFRI, Chennai

An albino seer fish, Scomberomorus
commerson, measuring 1290 mm in length and
13.50 kg weight was landed at Kasimedu Fisheries
Harbour, Chennai on 24th March 2012 . The fish was
caught in hooks and line from a depth of 20-30 m
towards Andhra Pradesh border. The entire body
of the fish  was yellowish in colour with pinkish fins

and whitish lateral line. The fish was sold for ` 8000/-

in the local market.

Incidence of albinism among animal population

is very often reported, whereas in fish it is  rare.

Albinism is a metabolic disorder due to lack of
melanin pigment deposition in skin. This occurs when
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