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near Ayikkara on the previous day evening. Though
the stranded whale shark was dragged into the sea
with the help of the local fishermen and NGO’s,  it
died while being rescued. Later on, the carcass  was
stranded in the Ayikkara beach on the same day
evening. The fishermen towed it to deeper waters
with the help of  two  boats and discarded the carcass.
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Ventral length 30
Ventral width 20
Ventral-caudal margin 40
Anal length 20
Anal width 13
Width of mouth 51
Total weight 800 kg

Whale shark landings at Cochin Fisheries Harbour,  Kerala

Sijo Paul
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Kochi

A small whale shark Rhincodon typus, caught in
gillnet was landed at Cochin Fisheries Harbour
(CFH), Kerala on 20th November 2010. The whale
shark was  17 kg in weight with a total length of
148 cm. Other morphometric measurements
recorded are: standard length - 102 cm, pre-dorsal

Fig. 1. Rhincodon typus landed at CFH on 20th Nov.  2010 Fig. 2. Rhincodon typus landed at CFH on 3rd Feb. 2011

length - 59 cm, pectoral length - 23 cm and snout
length - 22 cm.

Another small whale shark R. typus was landed
by a gill netter on 3rd February 2011 at CFH. It had
an approximate weight of 19 kg and a total length of
172 cm.
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Emerging fishery of unicorn leather jacket,  Aluterus monoceros
at Chennai

S. N. Sethi , S. Rajapackiam, S. Mohan, N. Rudramurthy and R. Vasu
Research Centre of CMFRI, Chennai

Since 2005 onwards, at Chennai Kasimedu
Fishing Harbour,  an emerging fishery for the
unicorn leather jacket Aluterus monoceros
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(Linnaeus, 1758) locally called as “cheruppu
meen”, belonging to the family Monocanthidae has
been observed. Landings of unicorn leather jacket
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Aluterus monoceros landed at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour

is increasing from year to year. During the period
from September to December 2010, about 35 t of
unicorn leather jackets were landed at Kasimedu
Fishing Harbour. In November 2010, about 15 t
were landed by mechanised trawlers operated at
a depth range of 60-80 m. The length range of
A.  monoceros recorded in the landings  was 380
to 590 mm with dominant mode at 490-499 mm.
The weight ranged from 550 to 1400 g. The fishes
were sold @ ` 50 per  individual fish. The fish
vendors remove the skin of the fishes at the landing
centre itself and the skinless fishes are sold in the
local markets and hotels in and around Chennai.

First report of Aluterus scriptus (Osbeck, 1765) from
Kasimedu Fishing Harbour, Chennai

S. N. Sethi, S. Rajapackiam, S. Mohan  and N. Rudramurthy
Research Centre  of CMFRI, Chennai

Occurrence of the scribbled leather jacket file fish,
Aluterus scriptus, measuring  670 mm in length and
of 1350 g in weight, was recorded for the first time at
Kasimedu Fisheries Harbour, Chennai on 24th June
2011. It was caught in multi-day trawlers at a depth
of 60-80 m. Scribbled leather jacket file fishes
belonging to family Monacanthidae are distributed
from tropical to subtropical region.

Aluterus scriptus landed at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour

The fishes have olive brown to grey body colour,
elongate, strongly compressed body and black spots
on whole body surface. Body is covered with leather
like skin. Caudal fin is rounded and long.

Morphometric measurements of Aluterus scriptus landed

at Chennai

Particulars Measurements (mm)

Total length 670

Standard length 480

Snout to  origin of first dorsal 260

Snout to origin of first spine 135

Snout to  origin of pectoral 130

Snout to eye 120

Snout to anal 260

Length of first dorsal 450

Height of first dorsal 32

Length of pectoral 40

Weight (g) 1350
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