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THE AMPHIPODA OF THE MADRAS 
BY K. NAGAPPAN NAYAR, M.SC. .i. 

INTRODUCTION. 
Our knowledge of the amphipoda is based on the 'work of a very large number of authora, 

dating from 1816. Of the many who have contributed to the knowledge of the taxo- 
nomy of the amphipods, Dana (1853-1 895), Della Valle (1 893), Stephensen (1912, 1915, 
1925 and 1935), Pirlot (1929,1930, 1932 an1 1939), Barnard (1916, 1925, 1930 and 1940), 
Shoemaker (1920, 1921, 1935, 1945 and 1949) and Schellenberg (1926, 1928, 1938 and 
1942) may be mentioned here, though there are other authors such as Mayer (1881 and 
1903), Chevreux (1900 and 1908) and Tattersall (1912, 1914 and 1925) who have mads 
brief references to isolated spec'es. 

Studies on the amphipods of the Indian and the neighbouring waters received the atten- 
tion of Zoologists only as late as 1885 when Giles published a paper on the occurrence of 
two spec'es of amphipods from Bengal. Subsequently in 1887, 1888 and 1890 he continued 
his work on amphipods and described about twenty-five more species from Indian waters 
bringing the total number of Indian amphipods to about twenty-seven out of which three 
species were recorded from the Madras Coast off the Seven Pagodas, Mahabalipuram. 
Stebbhg in 1904 had the opportunity of describing two species of amphipods, which had 
been sent to him from Ceylon. Two more new species from the brackish ponds a t  porti 
Canning, Lower Bengal havealso been described by Stebbing in 1907 and 1908. In 1904 
Walker published a report on the amphipods that were collected by Professor Herdman and 
Mr. Hornell off the coasts of Ceylon. This formed one of the outstanding works on the 
amphipods of the Indian waters. Later Stanley Gardiner's Expedition to the Xaldives (1905) 
and the Percy Sladen Trust Expedit:on (1909a and 1909b) from the Indian Ocean provided 
Walker some very good material for three more valuable papers. Tattersall (1912) recorded 
a new semi terrestrial amphipoda in India for the first time. He followed i t  by another 
paper (1914) on the occurrence of a species of amphipod of the genus Gammarus found from 
a stagnant pool on summits of Killik Pass between Northern Hunza Range and the 
Taghdumkash Pamir a t  an altitude of 15,600 feet above sea level. Another record of the  
amphipod of the genus Ampelisca collected by Annandale from the river Ganges a t  Buxar, 
about 600 miles from the mouth of the river, was made by Chilton in 1920. A notable a 

work by the same author appeared in 1921 after he had made a detailed study of about 
aeventeenspecies of amphipods of the Chilka Lake. I n  1923 again he had the chance of 
describing one more species of amphipod collected from a coal mine in Bengal by Annandale. 
The existence of the same species of amphipod in a seepage spring skeletonizing leaf deb& 

+ Extract from The& approved for the degree of Maater of Science of the Univenity of Medrcu. 
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