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Huge diamond back squid (Thysanoteuthis rhombus) landed at
Munambam Fisheries Harbour

K. G. Baby
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Kochi

A large diamond back squid (Thysanoteuthis
rhombus) was landed by trawlnet at Munambam
Fisheries Harbour on 24.8.2011 (Fig. 1). The net was
operated at a depth of 120 m. The total length of the
specimen was 107 cm, width - 64 cm, and weight -
13.5 kg.

Measurements (mm) Male specimen Female specimen

Total length 940 829
Fork length 462 431
Pre-caudal length 445 389
Pre-first dorsal length 245 217
Pre- pectoral length 155 149
Pre-pelvic length 335 294
Pre-anal length 410 369
Interdorsal space 108 93
First dorsal length 60 49
Second dorsal length 17 19
Pelvic length 54 46
Anal length 19 22
Dorsal caudal margin 505 439*
Eye length 32 24
Eye height 34 25
Clasper outer length 20 -
Total weight (g) 900 750

Table 1. Morphometric measurements of Alopias pelagicus landed at Visakhapatnam Fishing Harbour

*denote incomplete measurement as caudal tip was absent

Fig. 1. Thysanoteuthis rhombus landed at Munambam
Fisheries Harbour

Fishery activities affected in the Raigad region due to collision
of two ships near Mumbai coast

Ramesh B. Rao
Field Centre of  CMFRI, Alibag, Mumbai

On 7th August 2010, two ships viz., MV Chitra
and MV Khaljia collided near Mumbai coast. State
Government issued a high alert warning to the local
people on consumption of fish caught from the sea
and its ill effects.  Besides this, there were numerous

media reports published in the local news papers also
about the incident and its after effects.

In the beginning of the incident, many people were
scared to eat sea fish, which automatically affected
the prices of the fishes brought to the local markets



Marine Fisheries Information Service T&E Ser., No. 209, 2011 23

Observations of the coastal area consequent to collision of two ships
near the Gateway of India, Mumbai

Ramesh B. Rao
Field Centre of CMFRI, Alibag, Mumbai

A visit was undertaken in and around Alibag which
was reportedly affected as a result of spillage of oil in
the sea due to collision of two ships near  JNPT Port.
It was noticed that there were huge quantities of
tea/coffee powder bags, biscuit packets and empty
plastic bags soiled with oil, spread all over the beach
area of Navgaon, Thal, Mandwa, Saswane and Rewas
Bodni. At Saswane, two containers full of tea,  coffee
and biscuit packets were washed ashore. At Mandwa,
two huge containers were found floating around the
beach area.  At Rewas Bodni and Navkhar,
approximately 45 bottles found containing phosphine

Oil spill from the ship MV Rak at Raigad region of Maharashtra

Ramesh B. Rao
Field Centre of CMFRI, Alibag, Mumbia

Unlike the collision of the ships MV Chitra and
MV Khalijia near JNPT port on 7th August 2010, the
ship MV Rak sunk with 60,000 t of coal and 343 t of
oil and the oil started leaking from the ship near
Mumbai coast.  The oil slick was seen in most of the
places at Raigad region and it affected most of the
beaches like Korlai, Borli-Mandla, Nandgao,
Tara Bandar, Thal and Saswane and a large number
of tar balls and oil patches were noticed on the beaches
during the month of August 2011.  At Nandgao Landing
Centre, two gillnet boats which went for fishing,
returned with no fish catch and the nets were full of
tarballs and oil. Fig. 1. Oil spill affected beach at Raigad region

tablets with label printed on the bottle as:

“Manufacturer: United Phosphorous Limited, 167,

Dr. A. B. Road, Worli, Mumbai-18,  Factory: 3-11

GIDCO, Gujarat, India”, were seized by the Mandwa

Coastal Police on 10th and 11th August, 2010.

Many local villagers were found collecting the tea/

coffee powder packets from the sea and drying them

on the beaches. The local people were made aware

of the hazardous nature of the contaminated material

floating in the sea due to spillage of oil/chemical from

the collided ships.

by the fishermen. Inspite of the state Government
warning, regular catches of dolnets / boxnets and hand
trawling were reported at Alibag, Thal, Saswane,
Mandwa, and Rewas jetty landing centres during this
period.

      No oil spill or fish mortalities were noticed in the
Raigad District except in Uran Taluka, where marine
life as well as mangroves and other plants were
affected due to spillage of oil and hazardous
chemicals.




