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Fig. 1. Trash fish landed by multiday operating trawlers
loaded into truck for transportation to fishmeal plants

for the raw material. Trash fish provided a viable
alternative to oilsardine and multiday trawler
operators who were already in an economic crisis
decided to utilise this opportunity and started
supplying trash fish for Rs. 8-10/kg. At present,
multiday trawlers have started to carry the trash fish
in their fish holds at an average rate of 2 t / trip from
day one onwards. This trash fish in the trawlers is
stored with minimum ice and is usually landed in a
semi-rotten form. In the year 2009, trash fish formed
17% of the total landings and in 2008, it was only
13%. In the earlier years, the percentages was in
single digits. The trash contained juveniles of all
commercial species and the dominant groups were
threadfin breams, flat heads and lizard fishes.

It has been observed that, the practice of buying
trash fish from such trawlers was in vogue at Veraval
Fishing Harbour of Gujarat state and some other
fisheries harbours in the country for quite some time.
Veraval Fishing Harbour and the surrounding areas
have the characteristic stink because of the landed
trash fish which was mostly in a semi-decomposed
state. A similar crisis has arisen in the Mangalore
City. Last year, most of the oilsardine landed at the
harbour were transported through the city roads to
the fish meal plants (Fig. 1 and 2). In view of the
problems of hygiene, sanitation and upkeep of the
city’s aesthetic beauty, the municipal corporation has
intervened and the purse-seiners were asked to land
the oilsardines through sea route to the fish meal/
fish oil plants directly. This situation demands an
amicable settlement wherein, there has to be an
effective utilisation of the resources in terms of

Fig. 2. Composition of trash fish landed at Mangalore by
multiday trawlers

conservation of the biodiversity as well as
contribution to the economy of the state, without
having to compromise on health, hygiene and
environment.

Unusual landings of Aluterus monoceros (Linnaeus, 1758) along
Vizhinjam coast
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Vizhinjam Research Centre of  CMFRI, Vizhinjam

On the13th of July 2009, unusual heavy landings
of Aluterus monoceros (unicorn leather jacket) of the
family Monacanthidae were observed along the
coast, from Vizhinjam to Marianadu about 40 km
north of Vizhinjam (Fig. 1). These fishes, locally
known as “komban clathy” or “mara clathy” are rarely
observed in large numbers in the landings at

Vizhinjam which has become a subject of surprise
to the fishermen. This has been the first incident of
such a heavy landing of bigger sized unicorn leather
jacket in this area.

A total of 450 t of fishes were caught in
boatseines during 4 days from 12-7-2009 to
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15-7-2009. The fishes had a highly compressed grey
coloured body with faded brown round spots on their
upper side, a protruding mouth with convex head
and a single slender dorsal spine. The positions of
their eyes are so characteristic that they are seen
on the posterior portion of the head (Fig. 2).

Fig. 1. Heavy landings of Aluterus monoceros at Vizhinjam
Fishing Harbour

Fig. 2. A. monoceros (Unicorn leather jacket)

It was also observed that almost the entire
landings by each boat consisted of this fish. Small
quantities of Stolephorus indicus, squids, cuttle fishes
and non-edible crabs ranging from 1 to 5 kg were
also present in the catch. The catch per unit ranged
from a minimum of 10 kg to a maximum of 600 kg.
The fishes were transported to fish processing/cold

Fig. 3. A. monoceros showing long alimentary canal
and fatty liver

storage units. The price at the landing centre ranged
from Rs. 25/- to Rs. 45/- for a single fish weighing
500 g to 1.2 kg.

Samples were randomly selected from the
catches and measurements of body length,
alimentary canal, body weight, liver mass and weight
of gonad were recorded. The fishes were examined
for their sex and condition of gonads as well as
stomach contents. The total length ranged from
43 to 67 cm and body weight from 500 g to 1.121 kg.
In all the fishes, stomach was full with completely
digested food particles. The length of the alimentary
canal was found to be more than three times the
length of fishes with an array of secae on their
anterior part (Fig. 3). The fishes also possessed large
liver mass weighing 65 to 95 g.

The male gonads were in stage II while the
females were in the post-spawning stage. The mean
total length, body weight, liver weight, ovary weight,
intestine length and  gonadosomatic index in respect
of females were 52 cm, 987 g, 69 g, 7.25 g, 163 cm
and 0.759 whereas in males the average total length,
body weight, liver weight and intestine length were
44 cm, 777 g, 65 g and 154 cm respectively.

First record of the goatfish, Parupeneus heptacanthus Lacepède, 1801
(Family: Mullidae) at Visakhapatnam Fisheries Harbour

Madhumita Das and Prathibha Rohit
Visakhapatnam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Visakhapatnam

Goatfishes belonging to the family Mullidae are
represented by several genera and species. The
goatfish catch forms a significant component of the

trawl landing at Visakhapatnam and contributed to
as much as 9.36% of the total demersal catch and
2.25% of the total fish catch of Andhra Pradesh.


