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The catch of C. indicus by trawlers at New Ferry
Wharf ranged between 18.8 t (2001) to 324.5 t
(2006). The percentage of this species in the
cephalopod landings ranged between 0.3% (2001)
to 6.3% (2006) with the catch rate ranging from
0.01 kg h-1 (2001) to 0.18 kg h-1 (2006). At Sassoon
Docks, the catch ranged between 18.9 t (2001) to
199.2 t (2006). The percentage in cephalopod catch
ranged between 0.2% (2001) to 2.7% (2006) with
the catch rate ranging between 0.02 kg h-1 (2001) to
0.20 kg h-1 (2006). The landings at Versova ranged
between 0.1 t (2001) to 39.9 t (2006) with percentage
in cephalopod catch ranging between 0.01% (2001)
to 13.1% (2006) and catch rate ranging from
negligible in 2001 to 0.07 kg h-1 in 2006.

Fig. 3. Seasonal abundance of C. indicus by trawlers at
Mumbai

From the above observations it is very clear that
the C. indicus landings are on the rise, increasing
many folds and contributing substantially to the
fishery in Mumbai. The octopuses are taken to the
processing unit within 4-6 h, where they are degutted
and are mainly exported, Europe and Japan being
the main markets. The price of C. indicus increased
from Rs.13/kg in 2001 (Sundaram and Sarang, 2004)
to Rs.70/kg in 2007 at the landing centre.

The dorsal mantle length of C. indicus in
Mumbai waters during 2001-2006 ranged between
50-140 mm (in trawl catches) and from 15-40 mm
(in dol catches). Sivasubramanium (1991) reported
the total length of this species as 600 mm from the
Bay of Bengal and according to Roper et al. (1984)
the maximum mantle length attained by this species
is 180 mm. C. indicus is the dominant octopus
species in Mumbai waters contributing about 95%
towards the octopus fishery.

Earlier this resource was discarded at sea
because of poor demand, but due to the increasing
export market octopus attract good demand. As the
demand is increasing, overexploitation due to
increased fishing pressure is possible, which may
ultimately lead to stock depletion. It is suggested that
measures should be taken at this stage itself for
rational exploitation of this important resource.
Detailed studies on the distribution, population
dynamics and biology of C. indicus are essential to
evolve effective fishery management measures.

Unprecedented trash fish landing at Mangalore Fisheries Harbour

A. P. Dineshbabu
Mangalore Research Centre of CMFRI, Mangalore

Trash fish landing at Mangalore Fisheries
Harbour is mainly used for fish meal. The earlier
practice was to take the trash to sandy areas near
the sea and sun dry them. In the case of the catch
brought by single day trawlers, the usual practice
was to separate commercial groups from the entire
catch and to sun dry the rest. During the year 2008,
the average price of trash fish was Rs. 4/kg. Low
value by-catch of multi-day operating vessels,
pertaining to the last two days are brought to the
shore for sun drying.

Bumper landing of oilsardine in  2007 lead to
mushroom growth of fish oil plants and fish meal
plants all along the coastline and the capacity of the
existing plants was increased for boosting the
production of fish oil and fish meal. However, since
2008, oilsardine catch is showing a reducing trend
from 94,000 t in 2007 to 81,000 t in 2008. The data
of 2009 also indicate  a catch reduction of 20%
compared to the previous year. This reduction in
oilsardine landings resulted in a crisis wherein the
fish meal plants found it difficult to meet the demand
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Fig. 1. Trash fish landed by multiday operating trawlers
loaded into truck for transportation to fishmeal plants

for the raw material. Trash fish provided a viable
alternative to oilsardine and multiday trawler
operators who were already in an economic crisis
decided to utilise this opportunity and started
supplying trash fish for Rs. 8-10/kg. At present,
multiday trawlers have started to carry the trash fish
in their fish holds at an average rate of 2 t / trip from
day one onwards. This trash fish in the trawlers is
stored with minimum ice and is usually landed in a
semi-rotten form. In the year 2009, trash fish formed
17% of the total landings and in 2008, it was only
13%. In the earlier years, the percentages was in
single digits. The trash contained juveniles of all
commercial species and the dominant groups were
threadfin breams, flat heads and lizard fishes.

It has been observed that, the practice of buying
trash fish from such trawlers was in vogue at Veraval
Fishing Harbour of Gujarat state and some other
fisheries harbours in the country for quite some time.
Veraval Fishing Harbour and the surrounding areas
have the characteristic stink because of the landed
trash fish which was mostly in a semi-decomposed
state. A similar crisis has arisen in the Mangalore
City. Last year, most of the oilsardine landed at the
harbour were transported through the city roads to
the fish meal plants (Fig. 1 and 2). In view of the
problems of hygiene, sanitation and upkeep of the
city’s aesthetic beauty, the municipal corporation has
intervened and the purse-seiners were asked to land
the oilsardines through sea route to the fish meal/
fish oil plants directly. This situation demands an
amicable settlement wherein, there has to be an
effective utilisation of the resources in terms of

Fig. 2. Composition of trash fish landed at Mangalore by
multiday trawlers

conservation of the biodiversity as well as
contribution to the economy of the state, without
having to compromise on health, hygiene and
environment.

Unusual landings of Aluterus monoceros (Linnaeus, 1758) along
Vizhinjam coast

K. N.  Saleela, M. K. Anil, S. Jasmine and  B. Raju
Vizhinjam Research Centre of  CMFRI, Vizhinjam

On the13th of July 2009, unusual heavy landings
of Aluterus monoceros (unicorn leather jacket) of the
family Monacanthidae were observed along the
coast, from Vizhinjam to Marianadu about 40 km
north of Vizhinjam (Fig. 1). These fishes, locally
known as “komban clathy” or “mara clathy” are rarely
observed in large numbers in the landings at

Vizhinjam which has become a subject of surprise
to the fishermen. This has been the first incident of
such a heavy landing of bigger sized unicorn leather
jacket in this area.

A total of 450 t of fishes were caught in
boatseines during 4 days from 12-7-2009 to


