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implementation problems of the regulations, lack of trained man 
power and difficulties in monitoring reefs underwater. The marine 
protected areas are under the forest department who have very little 
knowledge of coral reef ecology. Corals are not yet covered under the 
Wildlife Protection Act 1972. There is a recent move to exclude the 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep from the CRZ 
notification 1991 and bring them under a separate Island Protection 
Zone notification with no specific regulatory provisions for tourism. 
Tourism should come under strict control of the law to protect the 
fragile ecosystems in Lakshadweep (Hoon Vineeta, 1997). The present 
author is also of the opinion, even if some safeguards have been put in 
place by the administration, careful monitoring of all human 
activities, including those of tourists and strict implementation of 
rules and regulations are essential for the prosperity of Lakshadweep. 
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