




Culture of Spiny Lobsters in Small Cages along Saurashtra Coast. Gujarat 

Fig. 1: A \liew of the Katpar fishing 
harbour where the cage was installed 

Fig . 3: Traditional pit cultu re of spiny 
lobsters for faHen ing purposes 
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Fig. 2: JU\leniles of lobsters are caught 
during low tide using encircl ing net 

Fig. 4: Circular cages designed by CMFRI 
for lo bster culture 

large pits measure 6 m in length, 9 m in breadth and 1.5 m in depth. 
The borders of these tanks are made firm with a cemented stonewall about 
0.3 m in height. The "vi rdas" must be located at lower levels where flushing 
with tidal waters occurs twice a day. In the larger pits, an outlet with valve 
is located at the lower end from where the lower muddy water can be 
drained out. A provision for pumping in fresh seawater is also made and 
the pump is protected from tidal water. Pits are dug with hand tools as 
the bottom rock is soft in nature. In the sides of the pits, small holes of 
0.15 m are made so as to provide hiding spot for the moulting lobster. 
The pits are covered wi th nylon nets to prevent the lobsters from being 
washed away by tidal waters. The nets are fastened in such a way that 
the force of water does not easily displace them. Displacement of netting 
may cause loss of fattened lobsters and also entry of the predators into 
the culture pit. 

Juveniles of spiny lobsters are stocked to achieve a stocking density 
of 27 per m2 of floor space of the pit. The seeds are stocked for the entire 
year. About half the seed are used in the first fattening cycle of 4-5 months 
and the remaining half are fattened in the next cycle for grow out. 
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