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I nformation is the key resource in
rural development and the commu-
nication of information is a major func-
tion of extension education. The interest
in the use of traditional/folk media for
developmental purpose is increasing in
nany less industrialised countries like
India. The use of tradional media
involves an act of communication by
- employing vocal, verbal, musical and
visual act forms transmitted within a
society from one generation to another
(Paramar, 1975). These media include
theater plays, songs, puppet shows,
story telling and other forms of entertain-
ments.

Ban and Hawkins (1988) is of opin-
ion that interest in folk media has in-
creased because mass media has been
less successful in promoting rural devel-
opment than what was expected 25 years
ago. Alternative means ol communicat-
ing withrural pcople are therefore sought.
Another strategic issuc is that there has
been a decreased emphasis on top down
communication employed by the con-
ventional mass media in {avour of par-
ticipatory approaches. Use of folk media
involves substantial patticipation of the
audicuce.
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Besides the aforesaid strategic issues
there are some socio-econoimic reasons
on why folk media arc preferred over
conventional mass media in developing
countries. InIndia about 76% population
live in rural areas. Most of these rural
arcas is peographically remote and that
mass media have got a limited reach.
Besides, poverty and illiteracy of the
riral masses are limiting factors in the
phpular use of print media and costly
media such as radio and TV, Further
there is a high degree of linguistic, cthi-
cal.cultialandreligious diversity among
the rucal population. For instance there
are 15 recognised languages in India
with more than 720 dialects.

Evaluative rescarchand impiessions
on the effect of folk media have proved
that these media have obvious advan-
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tages over conventional mass media.
Conventional media are only helpful in
creating an awareness and often chang-
ing looscly held attitudes of its audicnce.
The traditional media appeal to the
emotions of the andience, who identily
themselves with the performers, It i
casicr for them ta identify with the folt
mediabecause these fitclosely withlocal
cultural patterns (Hancock, A. 1977).
Because of this reason lolk media e
effective ininducing astrong motivation
to change rather than simply creating
awareness. Further these arts have better
credibility by virtue of their strong cul-
tytal roots. Communication 1akes place
in the dialect of the reccivers, in a vy
they are accustomed to, In other v ords
use of such media help to create direct
rapport with the audicnce.

Starting with the invocation of 'Mother
Sea' the composition gives a description on
the bounties of the mighty ocean and then
goes on the pinpoint the damages done on
the ecosysiems by human aclivities and
warn the fisheifolkk about the consequences
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The Socio-Feonomic Exaluation and
Technalogy Transfer Division of the
Central Marine Fisheries Rescarch Ingti-
fute hasinitiated efforts to popularise the
use of folk.arts for promoting paiticipa-
tory approach in the techunology transler
efforts. As a first step towards this a

programune was implemented as a partof

the extension activities of the Institute.
For this purpose the traditional folk art
‘Ottanthulial’ was selected to communi-
cate scicntific ideas to the fisherfolk.
Ottanthullal is a popular folk dance of
central Kerala which combines music,
dance and cntertainment, toned in satire,
based on stoties from epics. The script
for the Qutanthullal was prepared by the
Scientists of the Institute. The message
content was such that it effectively
combined entertainment with uscful
advice onproblems, prospects and issues
in marinc fisheries. The composition
highlighted the importance of conserva-
tionof marinc fisheries resources and the
related enviconment and the role of fish-
ermien in it.

Starting with the invocation of

‘Mother Sea' the composition gives a
descriptiononthe bounties of the mighty
occan and then goes on the pinpoint the
damages done on the ecosystems by
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human activitics and warn the fisherlolk

about the consequences. The main pur- «

posc of the programme is to reiterate his
rolein the protection and conservationof
resatitees for sustained development
||H()llgh_illlﬁt‘i(!ll':(“(!\I(\il‘llinn neingr ighl
type ol equipment. The need for conser-
vation of endangered marine organisms
throughcreation of marine pat ks, protec-
tion of coral reefs for the upgradation of
ornamental fish resources, development
of mangrove vegetation for soil conser-
vation and prevention of erosion and
minimisation of pollution of productive
waters avoiding waste disposal. The at-
tention of the fisherlolk is also drawn to-
wards deep-sca fishing and technologies
for production of marine organisins in
necar-shore and brackishwater arcas.
Recognising the socio-cconomic back-
wardness in which the fishing commu-
nity is placed, measures fos economising
the lishing operations, the importance of
practicing thrift and alternatives for
women displaced from the industry as a
result of moderanisation e also sug-
gested through the verses. The composi-
tion concludes with an appeal to the
lisherobk to eschew imter-seetoal con-
flicts through acconunodation, co-op-
cration and self-regulation thus avoiding
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cnforcement of legislation for control-
Jing fishing activity.

‘The preview ol the Ottanthullal was
made at the Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute. The scicntists and
ather <l members nimbering more
than 100 participated in the evaluation.
The content, treatment and presentation
received high ratings. The ‘Ovanthullal’
modificd based on the suggestions was
performed in the fishing village Chal-
tanam in Cochin as a part of an environ-
ment awareness campaign and the re-
sponse was cncouraging, people, par-
ticularly women and youth turned out in
large numbers to attend the programme.
The message was well received and the
programme could achicve its objective
of cducation through entertaininent by
communicating the findings of the re-
scarch agency in a simple and palatable
l'nrm.Aninllpm'lunlIcsxnn lcarntthrough
this cffort was that folk media have a
distinct place in development communi-
cation and can complement the modern
media in putting across the message. A
professional artist was engaged to per-
form the progranmme. In order to mini-
mise the coston repeated Bve presenta
tion indifferent villages a video cassette
on the programme bas been prepared.

Ban. A. W. Vandenand Hawkins, 11.5.. 1948.
Agricultural Extension, Longman, London.



