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The rich marine fishery resources of India include several groups
or individual species of fishes which support major or minor fisheries;
the crustaceans representcd by prawas, crabs and jobsters; the molluscs
including mussels, oysters, pearl oysters, clams, gaslropods and cepha-
lopods; and several ancillary resources like corals, sponges, holothuriass, -
turdles, stomaiopods and sea-weeds. In this account, the important
regions for their avaiiability and exploitation are indicated.

FISEES

I, The Imdian ol sardine ( Sordinelle longiceps ) :

Very wide fiuctuations in the annuai catches are characteristic of
this species, which forms a single species fishery, especially along the
west—coast of India off the Kerala and Mysore States. Its occurreace
along the eastcoast is insignificant from toe fishery point of view.

2. The Indisas maackerel ( Resirelliger kanoguria )

species fishery along the wesi-coast of [adia in

It supports & singie s
the region from Cape Comorin ie the south to Rataagiri in the norid.
As ia the casz of the oii sardine, wide fuctuations in the acoual cat-

chss ars also characteristic of the mackerel Jzhery which is unimportant

pELL

slong tae east-coast of India.
2 The Domabay Aucd { Harpodon nehereus ) :

The Bombay Cuck, Jike the above two 3pecics, forms . a smgh:.
species fsaery of Wimost irnportance in the States or “G~u_:;a.‘mt ,zmo
wraharasaire. st exuidlis & peculiar Cisconubvous disiribution along

EFRis @":,icn"v Vol. V, Dz2e. 1972

Ll



82

the Indian coast. Along the easi-coast, fiirly large quantitities
the coasts of Andhra Pradesk, Orissa and West uen"
Ong term and apnual variations in the catches were am ol
but not to such & marked degree as in the case of the ol .ﬁ

and‘t'ae mackerel. L
&, Ribbon—ﬁshes s

: The group compr.scs four species, of which Trickiurus lepturas iy
the dominant species. The ribbon-fishes are found all aiong the
Indian coast but are of f fishery ‘vaiue in the States of Andhra "'adesh
Tamil Nadu and Kcra.a

5. Siives-hellies :

gpecies occur togather and cor:tr'butc to thc catcm.s whtch are s:gmﬁ- 5
cant in the States of Tamil Nadu and Kerala, They zre of minor
1mportance in other rcg:ons, though they occur almost throughout the -
Indian coast. ;

6, Elasmobranchs:

. Comprising the sharks, rays and ‘skates, the group is more
important along the east-coast than along the west-coast. Among the &
sharks, species of Carcharhinus, Scoliodon and Sphyma; of the rays, &
Himantura, Dasyatis, Rhinoptera and Gymnure; and zmong the skates,
Pristis, Rﬁ_}nchabazus and Rhinobatus are of importance from the fishery &
_point of vie 4

7. Cat fiches: : :

- This group, embracing at least six importan: species of the
genus Tachysurus, is equally important on both the rast and wesi-coasts |
of India and forms an important componeat of traw] fish catches at
several places, - ;
8. \'f\.-'h.i‘.:@-bm:it ( Stolephorus 2pp ) :

These are smal] fishes of considerable importance especially along
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the east~coust (Orissa, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu) and the south-
west-coast (Kerala) of -India,

9, Scinneids:

The important genera to which these fishes belong to are
Otolithoides, Pseudosciaena, Otolithus, Johnius and Sciaena which are widely
distributed along the entire Indian coast. They constitute an important
part of the trawi fish catches and are captured in large quantities
along the north-west, north-cast, south-west and south-east coasts,

10, Lactarius :

The fish is distributed widely along the Indian coast, the States
important for its -occurrence being Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nady,
Kerala and Mysore,
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iscribucion pattern of the fisheries for some important marine fishes
?fis;‘dni:?f; The Indian oil sardine. 2. The Infiian mackeral. 3. The
.Bombay duck. 4, Ribbon-fishes. 5. Silver-bellies. 6 Elasmobranchs.
7. Cat fishes, 8. White-boit 9. Sciaenids. 10 Lactarius. 11. Pomfrerr,
5. Soles, 13, Polynemids. 14. Perchess 15. Eels. 16. Tunas.
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il. Pomfreta:

r These fishes, belonging to the geous Stromateus are widely cistri-
outed along the Indian coast and form an important constituent of
wawl fish catches, especially in the north-western regioa.

i2, Soles ;

The vsol'es are found all along the Indian coast, of which the
Malabar sole {Cynoglossus macrostomus) is of considerable fishery impor-
tance along the coasts of Kerala and Mysore states,

13. Polynemids :

_ Represented by the genera Polynemus and Eleutheronema, these

fishes are landed in large quantities along the north-western region
{(Maharashtra ‘and ‘Gujarat), though 'minor quactities are landed at
‘ottier ‘pluces along both coasts of Tndia, They form an important
‘Comiponent o ‘the trawl fish catches. ;

14, ‘Percies
‘fypicdl ‘splny-finned fishes like Léthrinus, Lutjanus, Epinephelus,
IBléétorfonthus ‘and Pomadasys ‘and several ‘others are caught along both
i{ife "east nd 'wedt ‘const of India ‘but appear to be more common along
‘{ife ‘Focky ‘:fgig;icsﬁs ‘of ‘the ‘coast, especidliy ‘the south-western regions.

15, Vela

Ve The iimpottarit “‘s‘pct:f'ii-cs:is ‘Muraenesox ‘talabonoides which is landed 3
itn ilafge ‘quantities in ‘the 'motth=western 'region, Maharashtra State
rranking ficst ‘and ‘Oujarat ‘Stdte second, 2
16, Tuiws ; - 2
“An“establiskied 'tuna 'fishery -isfound at the Minicoy Island in
‘itie ‘Laccadives ‘whese “a’ few " species like ‘Katsuwonus pelamis, Kishinoella °
‘yonggol, ‘and Thunnas albacares:ate caughtiin some quantities. Tuoas sre
- odlso’éavight Hin ‘smaller quantities“along the {south-west and south-cast
aéhbta“and in {the /Andaman and 'Nicobar Islands, g
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in addition to the above important groups or species of fshes,
there are certain others forming localised fisheries, their quantities not
oelog high, OF these, mention should be made of carangids (prominent
along cast-coast) flying fishes (coromandel coast), red mulles or goat

fshes (south-east and south-west coasts), lizard fishes, scer fishes,
barracudas and muliets (both coasts ) :

CRUSTACEANS
1. Prawus :

The majer prawn fishing grounds are confined to the west-coast
of India. The species attaining large size (penaeid prawns) are compa-
ratively more abundant off the south-west coast of India. Smatler vari-
‘eties ‘of prawns {non-penacids) are landed in large quaatities along the

Maharashtra coast. At jpresent, on the east-coast, the prawn -catches .

are low and are obtained ‘mostly from areas close to the river 'mouths
and off the deltaic regions. Recent studies indicated fairly dense conce-
ntrations ‘'of deep sea prawms off the south-west coast. Exploratory
‘surveys along ‘the east-coast have also ‘indicated avallabxhty of ;prawns
'ofT ‘the Andhra Pradesh and ‘Orissa ‘coasts, lin greater -quantities,

‘2, Crabs

The ‘crabs of commercial ‘value are 'mainly ‘three species, viz,
Portunis pelagicus, 'P. ‘sanguinolentus aud Scylla serrata. Crab ‘fisheries are
‘more importast along the ‘east<coast ‘of Todia than along the west—coast,
‘though 'the crabs are caught along both ‘the: ‘coasts. While ‘the first two

‘species ‘are ‘landed from the sea, ‘the last one is ‘mainly caught from
“the ‘brackish ‘water lakes and -estuaries.

‘3. Lobsters:

“Fhe lobsters belonging to the geaus ‘Panulirus are-important from
the ‘fisbery ‘point of view along 'the south-east and south-west -coasts
of India, The deep sea spiny-lobster, ‘Puerulus sewelli reported recently
'to 'be available in large quantities’ off ‘the south-west-coast of Indla is

‘an impoitant new resource.
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Fig. 2 : .
Digrﬁwtion pattern of the fisheries for marine Prawns, Crabs and
Lobsters of India.—1. Prawns. 2. Crabs. 3. Lobsters.

X MOLLUSCS
1. Massels:

The green mussel, Mptilus viridis though distributed all along
the east and west-coasts, is abandant along the Kerala and southern

Mysore coasts, On the east coast, it occurs at Madras and in the back

waters of Orissa. The brown mussel, Mytilus sp, is distributed along

_ the south-east and south-west coasts,

2. Oysters:

The Indian backwater oyster, Crassostrea madrasensis is widely
_ distributed in ail the estuaries and back waters of the east-coast, but -
rather restricted to the southern region only on the west-coast, It is .

abundant in Kerala (Vembanad lake), Tamil Nadu (Pulicat lake, .and
back waters of Ennore) Andhra Pradesh and Orissa States, Few other

species ‘of the genus also occur on both the coasts,
"t
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. Leari Oyeters:

[

The species, Pinclada fucala supports the pearl fisheries of the Guif
of Macpar, Palk Bay and the Gulf Kutch, The most productive cen-
tral zone is near Tulicorin in the major region extending from Cape
Comorio to Kilakarai aloag the Gulf of Mannar coast, The window-
pane cyster, Placenia placents found in tbe muddy regions of the Guif
of Kuich, Bombay harbour and in Audhra Pradesh also produces large
quantities of dull, smail-sized seed pearls.

4. Clamas aad other bivalves:

These are available along both coasts in bays, crecks, estuaries,-
back waters and the surl beaten sandy shores. Important genera are
Mereiriz, Katelysia, Paphia, Arca, Donax, Villorita and Solen. Along some

- regions of the west coast, especially the southern Mysore coast, large
quantities of clams are reguiarly fished round the year and used as food.
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“Distr'ibﬁtion pattern of the fisheries for some important molluscs of
India—1. Mussels. 2. Oysters. 3. Pearl oysters. 4. Clams and other
b'ivalv;es. 5, Gastropods.' 7. Subfossil deposits of molluscan shells,
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5. Gastropods :

The important genera are 7rochus, Turbo, and Nancus of which,
the first two reported abundant in the Andaman and Nicobar islands,
are *not'tiy used for ornamental purposes while the last, widely distri-
buted along both the coasts, is exteasively fished by diving along the
coasts of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat and is
pnt o a vancty of uses, :

6. Cephalopods’

The gioup mcludmg the cuttle fishes (genus Sepia) and squids {geaus
Sepeioteuthis) are caught along both the coasts, the latter forming a :
fishery along. the south-eastern region. The occurrence of large quanti-
ties of commcromliy Important occanic squids, especially off the’ west
coast of indza and in the Laccad:vc Sea was rccent!y rcportcd

=

Ze Sn‘bfosssi aapnmiti of moiiuscan sheﬂ-

Aréas of ‘rmPortancc for thcse dcpos:ts are the coasts and brnchsh
water lakes of Tamil Nadu and Kerala States.’ - .

7+ 0% ANGILLARY RESOURGES
’Wit’hin thc 045 arom& 1’nd:a, corals which form a‘major source
of ‘calcium. car’bonate eand ased. in the jpreparation -of calcium’ carbr&c,
tinve -2rd ‘cement besxdes :thexr xse.as ‘house and road. btnldmg materials,” |
are found cxtcﬁsweiy in the Pa'ﬂc Bay asd ‘Gulf.of Mapnar, in Andamm L

and NiOObEtl‘ Tslands a d'm rfhc i.accadme An:fhxpclago o o
5 pr“nges. o :

Of titie sevcx:a‘l spccxcs ‘of 'spouges rcported from the ‘seas around |
India, -Spongia *qﬁiﬂ.nafm var, ‘ceylonensis appcars to be of cornmcrcul
©walue, ?4; s ‘widcly ‘distributed ‘in.‘the :shallow water ‘areas .of {hc Gul
of Mannar! ‘Palk Bay zmd the Laccadwc Archtpclago. s

.
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Distribution pattern of some marine anciliary resources along the Indian
coast.— 1. Corals. 2. Sponges. 3. Holothurians. 4. Turtles.
5, Stomatopods. &. Sea weeds.

8. Holothurinna !

Buaeche-de-mer s tae commercial came given to the cured holothu-
rians. The procuct is cousidered z delicacy in some south-east Asian
countrics. The industry is restricted to coastal villages aleng the Gulf
of Mannar and Palk Bay ccasts, where the species, Holothuria scabra is
extensively collected for this nurpose. Holothurians are ajso found in
the Guif of Kutch, Laccadives and Andaman group of Islands.

- -y

4 . dazrdlss

Turtles are caught along tae entire coastiine of Indla but are
of fshery vaius only in the Pulk Bay and Gulf of Mannar regions,
where on aa average about 5,000 numbers of the green turtle, Chelonia
mydas are landed every year.



J.  dtomatopods s

The commercial catches of this group are formed by 2 singles
species, Oraiosquilla nepa which is landed in considerable quantitiegs
along the south-west coast and to some cxtent along the south-east:
also, At present they are used only as manure. .

6. _ Sen weeds :

In Indiia, several areas along the coast offer suitable environmen
for luxuriant growih of seaweeds of commercial value as food, i‘oddc{‘
and fertilizer. The States of Tamil Nadu, Andbra Pradesh (Visakha-
patnam), Orissa (Chilka lake), Kerala, Mysore (Karwar area), Mah .
rashtra (Bombay & Ratnagiri), and Gujarat (Okba, Dwarka, and V :
aval) are some of the potential areas along the Indian coast, Of these,
the south-cast, south-west and north-western regions are rich o
Tesources.
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