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EXPLORATORY TRAWL FISHING OFF TIRUNELVELI COAST 

Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute Cochin482 014 

The results of exploratory trawling carried out from 1968 to 1980 on the continental shelf 
and slope off Tirunelveli Coast, between 07' and WON are discussed. Attempt is made to study 
the relative abundance of major groups of demersal fishes, their seasonal, depthwise and areawise 
distribution. This throws light into the potentialities of ground fish resources in this area. The 
Fishery Survey of India trawlers based at Tuticorin, conducted trawling for demersal fish, yielding 
a production rate of 129.6 kg per hour, revealing the existence of fairly rich fishing grounds in 
this area especially of perches and elasmobranchs. Perches mnstituted 33.35% of the total catch in 
these trawlers. Elasmobranchs ranked next forming 2426% of the catch. The percentage of perches 
was as high as 53% and 61% in 08'N subareas 6 B and 6 C during 1976. Perches being a quality 
fish with high demand and in view of its abundance, its exploitation could be intensified considerably. 

THE MARINE fish production in India has been 
growing at a very slow pace of 3.4% annually 
during 1970 - 79 (Chidambaram, 1986) and 
at a slightly higher rate of 5.5% annually during 
1980435 (CMFRI, 1986). The pelagic resources 
such as the oilsardine, the mackerel, the 
Bombayduck or the shrimp resources might 
not contribute considerably to further increase 
the marine fish production in the country. The 
impetus should now be given to the 
underexploited and unexploited resources 
mainly the demersal resources from the coastal 
and deeper waters. Joseph (1980) has assessed 
the demersal fisheries resources from the coastal 
areas within 70 m depth along east and west 
coasts as 1.7 million tonnes. The present studies 

Rented at the 'Symposium on Tmpical Marine Living 
Resources' held by the Marine Biobgical AylDciatioa of Iadia 
at Cochin from January 12 to 16, 1988. 

on the exploratory trawling surveys along the 
east coast, therefore are thought to be of p a t  
use to bring to light, hitherto unknown and 
potentially rich areas for ground fish resources. 
Ever since the establishment of the Govt. of 
India. Exploratory Fisheries Project base at 
Tuticorin in 1958, some work was being camed 
out on scientific lines to chart out the fishing 
grounds off the Titunelveli Coast. Pai and Pillai 
(1973) have given the results of exploratory 
trawling by medium sized trawlers around 
Tuticorin. The present work is a follow up 
study of the earlier attempts made by Pai and 
Pillai (1973). 
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