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at Bombay. There is no fishery for this species in the locality. The
maximum size observed is 863 mm.

Fig. 8. Muraena (Gymnotherax) favaginea Bloch and Schneider

Day (1889) has recorded it from Indian waters in the name of
Muraena tesselata and Sorley (1932) from Bombay waters. Besides, it has
been reported from the east coast of Africa, Mauritius, South Arabia,
Malay Archipelago, Sumatra, Singapore, New Guinea and China.

Muraena (Gymnothorax) pseudothyrsoidea (Bleeker).

This is a very common eel in Sasszoon Dock and Versova, generally
obtained in long-line as well as in bag-net catches. The species has light
brownish spots on the head and body with dull yellowish lines or reticu-
lations in between. It is also known as ‘hessal’ in Marathi. It is not
edible and as such has no economic significance. However, this fish
is often used as baiv in the long line fishing. The largest size noted
diuring the present investigation is 605 mm.

Fig. 9. Muraena (Gymnothorax) pseudothyrsoidea (Bleeker)

This species has been recorded by Day (1889) from Indian waters
and Sorely in Bombay waters. Tts distribution extends from the Sind
coast and India to the Seychelles, Malay Archipelago, Philippines,
and China.

Muraena (Gymnothorax) undulata undulata (Lacepede).

'L'his species is very common in the rocky inshore areas of Bombay
and many specimens are kept in the Taraporevala Aquarium. The fish

Fig. 10. Muraena (Gymnothorax) undulata undulata (Lacepede)

has a mottled appearance with reddish brown blotches on dull white
background. One specimen collected from deeper waters by' a long-
line fisherman at Sassoon Dock measured 632 mm. In Marathi it is
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known as ‘hessal’. Apart from the fact that it is a good and hardy
aquarium fish, it has no commercial value. ™

-

1t has a very wide distribution, being reported from South Africa, east
coast of Africa, Madagascar, Mauritius, Red=Sea, seas of India, Ceylon,
Andaman Islands, Malay Archipelago, Philippines, Pacific Islands and

China.
Pisoodonophis boro (Hamilton-Buchanan).

Two specimens, one from a rock-pool near Cuffe Parade and another
from Dadar beach, were obtained during this study. The species is a
burrowing form which is not normally met with in the commercial fish
catches of this locality It is easily distinguished by the absence of
caudal fin and by the presence of bands of granular teeth on the jaws.
The origin of dorsal is far behind the end of the pectorals. The body of
the fish is dark grey while the median fins are whitish.

Fig. 11. Piscodonoghis boro (Hamilton-Buchanan)

Being a very common eel in the fresh and brackish waters of India,
it has been recorded by Day (1889), Ayyar (1932), Hora (1933), Aiyar
et al. (1944), George and Desai (19441, and Chacko and Srinivasan (1954)
from various parts of India It is a widely distributed species and is
known to occur in South Africa, east coast of Africa, India, Ceylon,
Sumatra, Singapore, Java, Celebes, New Guinea and Formosa.

Pisoodonophis cancrivorus (Richardson)

This is a rare eel in this locality and is represented by only two
specimens in the present collection. When fresh, it has a dark brown hue
dorsally, and is light brown on the ventral aspect. The dorsal fin origi-
nates above the middle of the pectorals. The teeth are found in bands of
several rows, the intermaxillary being arranged in a separate group from
the rest. The tail is about 1} times longer than the rest of the body.

Fig. 12. Pisoodonophis cancrivorus (Richardson)

There is so far no record of this speciesfrom Indian waters, although
its known distribution is very extensive. It is recorded from South
Africa, Madagascar, Arabia, Ceylon, Penang, Singapore, Celebes, Samoa,
Australia, FPhilippines, China and Japan.

Ophichthys cephalozona (Bleeker).

This is a fairly eommon eel in the bag-net catches landed at
Versova. It seldom occurs in the long-line catches and has no regular
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fishery in Bombay. The body is purplish brown and the deep cross
band on the nape described by various authors appears to be less
conspicuous due to the deep brown colour of the body. The maximum
size recorded is 830 mm., while the largest specimen in the present
collection measured only 442 mm. in length.

Fig. 13. Ophichthys cephalozona (Blecker)

There is no previous record of this species from Indian waters. It
has a widespread distribution in the Indo-Pacific region having been
recorded from Singapore, Ambon, Ceram, New Guinea, Philippines,
Australia, China, Formosa and Japan. :

Ophichthys apicalis (Bennett).

This species, locally known as ‘devar’, is fairly abundant in Sassoon
Dock and Versova, being caught always in the bag-net catches. It
is available throughout the year at both these places and generally
ozcurs along with the small shrimp catches. Itis a small vermiform
fish with greenish tint in fresh condition. Ventrally the colour is more
whitish. The tail is more than 1} times the length of the rest of the
body. Dorsal commences from above the origin of pectoral. The
teeth are uniserial but vomerines are irregularly distributed. The
maximum size recorded is 430 mm., while the largest specimen observed
at Bombay measured 308 mm in length. ‘

Fig. 14. Ophichthys apicalis (Bennett)

This species is also not recorded from Indian waters so far,
although it has been reported from South Africa, Madagascar, Ceylon,
Singapore, Java, Celebes, Philippines and China,
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