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Muraena (Gymoothorax) picta AnI. ... 
This is a fairl y com m 'J ll eel in the in;;hor e waters of Bom bay an d 

i s gene rally obtained both in the long-line and bag-net c.atches . It is 
n ot enten and the fishermen con s ider its bi te to be p OIson ous . Its 
cha.racteristic col c uT is mottled brown on ye.lIowish background. The re 
i s consider able amount of irregularity in the a rrangeme nt of the spots 
and conseque ntly diffe rent patterns of colour can ,ofte n be n otice d 
'within the species. The maximum !:i ize re corded here 1 5 623 mm. 

Fig. 6. M uraena (GyrTIfIQ(hoTQX) picta Ah l. 

Day (18&9) noted the occurrence of th is s pecies (A1lirama picta) in I nd ia n 
",aters and Sorley (1932) fr om the Bombay State. It ba s a ve ry wide 
distribution, being fr om South A'f ric a. East Afri eR, Ma dagascar , 
south Arabia, seas of I nd ia, Ceylon, Malaya, Philippines, Aust ralia nnd 
West Pacific Islands. 

Muraena (Gymnothorax) me leagris Shaw. 

This species known as 'kill is ' in Marathi is frequontly obtained in 
the long - line Rrod bag -!let catches. Small- sized spec imens occur quite 
often am ong the shrimp catches-both at Sa.ssoon Dock and Versova . It is! 
brown in colour, with dee per brown spots all over the body. T-hi s fish 
has no r:ommercia l import ance except that it is cousumed by the poor 
class of pe ople . Norm a lly it is used as ba it in the long-li ne fishin g. The 
fi sherme-:t cons ider the bite of thi s spec ies also poisonous. The sizes 
recorded during thes!; observations ra nge from 312 mm, to 897 mIll. in 
length. 

Fig. 7. Muraula (Gymllothorax) mtltagris Shaw 

Though it h as bee n reco rded as M uraena mtltagris by Day (1889) from 
the seas of Iudia, till now th ere see ms to be no defini te reco rd of its 
occurrence in Bombay waters . The distribution of mtlw gris is very 
wide as it occurs in south Africa, Ea. st Afri ca , Seychelles, Mauritius, 
I udia, Mal ay Archipel ago. and the Pacific. 

Muraena (Gym no thorax) favaginea Bloch and Schneider. 

This is the t essel ated ee l very frequently observed in Bombay and its 
neighbourh ood I t has a jet black colour with well-defined reticulations 
of yellowish white li nes ma.king a completely tesselated .appearance . 
Specimens of this fi sh are quite often obt ained in the sh ore-se ines. 
operating in shallow wate rs with r ocky bottom. It is consi dered to be 
non-edible and poisonous. This speci es is al so an attractive aquarium 
fish a nd a Dumber of them are displayed in the Taraporevala Aquarium 
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at Bombay. There is no fishery for this species in the locality. The 
maximum size observed is 863 'tam. 

Fig. 8. Muratna (Gymnoth~rax) jalJagintQ Bloch and Schneider 

nay (1889) has recorded it from Indian waters in the name of 
Murama lesst/ala a.nd Sorley (1932) from BQmbay waters. Besides, it has 
been reported from the east ('oast of Africa, Mauritius, South Arabia, 
Malay Archipelago, Sumatra, Singapore. New Guinea and China. 

Muraena (Gymnothorax) pseudothyrsoidea (Bleeker). 

This is a very common eel in Sa.ssoon Dock and Velso'va, generally 
obtained in loog-line as we1l as i"n bag-net catches. The species has light 
brownish spots on the head and body with dull yellowish lines or reticu
lations in between. It is also known as 'hessaI' in Marathi. It is not 
edible and as such has no cC'onomic significance. Howeve r, this fish 
is often used as bait in th o long line fishing. The largest size noted 
dildng the present investigation is 605 mm_ 

Fig. 9. M IITama (GymnothoTax) (luudothyrsoidea (Bleeker) 

Thi s species has heen recorded hy nay (1889) from Indian waters 
and Sorely in Bombay wa:ers. Ita distr ibution extends from the Sind 
coast and India to the Seychelles, Malay Archipelago, Philippines, 
and China. 

Muraena (Gymnothorax) undulata undulata (Lacepede). 

This species is very common in the ro cky inshore a reas of 
and lUany spp.cimens are kept in the Tal'aporevnla Aquarium. 

Fig. 10. Murama (Cymnothorax) undulata undulala (Laeepe:de) 

Bombay 
The fish 

has a mottled appearance with reddish brown blotches on du]) white 
background. One specimen collected from deeper waters by' a long. 
line fisherman at Sassoon Dock measured 682 mm. In Marathi it is 
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know n as 'hessa l'. Apart from the fa ct that it is a good and ha rdy 
aquarium fi sh, it has no commercial value . "" , 

It has a very wide di stribut ion, being reported from South Afri ca, east 
co a ... t of Africa, Madagas ca r , Mauritius, R ed-Bea, seas of India, Ceylon, 
An daman Islands, Malay Archipelago, Philippine s. Pacific I s lands and 
Ch in a. 

Pisoodonophis boro (Hamilton-Buchanan). 

Two specimens, one fr om a rock-poo l Dear Cuffe P ar a dl3 and another 
fr om Dad a r beach, were obta ined during this study. The species is a 
burrowi ng form which is not norm a lly met with in the commercial fis h 
catches of th is locality It is easi ly di st inguished by the absence of 
caudal fi n and by the pre sence of bauds of granular teeth on the jaws. 
Th e origin of dorsal is fa r behi nd the end of the pectora.ls. The body of 
the fish is d3. rk grey while the median fins ar e whitish. 

Fig. 1 I. Pisoodotlophis hora (Hamilton-Ruchanan) 

Being a very common eel in the fr esh a nd brackish waters of I ndia, 
it ha s been recorded by Day ( 1889), Ayyar (1932), Hora (1933), Aiyar 
"al. (19H) , Geor~e and Desai (\9441, and Chacko and Srinivasan (1 954) 
fr om various parts of I nd ia It i s a widely distributed species and is 
k nown to oCCllr in South Africa, east coast of Africa, India, Ceylon , 
Sumatra;. Singapore, Java, Celebes, New Guinea and Formosa. 

Pisoodonophis cancrivorus (Richardson) 

This is a rare ee l in th is locality and is represented by only two 
specimens in the present collection . 'When fresh, it ha s a dark brown hue 
dorsally, and is light brown on the ventral aspect. The dors al fin origi 
nates above the midd le of the pectorals. The teeth are found in bands of 
seve ra l row s, the intermaxillary being arranged in a sepa rate grou p from 
the re st. The tai l is about I! times lon ger than t he res t of the body. 

Fig. 12. Pisoodonophis cancriuorus (Richardson) 

There is so far no record of thi s species from India n waters, a lthough 
its known distribut ion is very exten s ive. It is recorded fr om South 
Africa, Thiadagascar, Arabia, Ceylon, Penang, Singapo re, Celebes, Samoa , 
Australia, r'hilippines, Uhina aDd Japan. 

Ophichthy. cephalozona (Bleeker) . 

This is a. fairly common eel in the bag-n et catches landed at 
Ver so va. I t seldom occur s in the long-line catches and has no regular 
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fishelY in Bombay. The body is purplish brown and the deep cross 
baud on the llape described--' by various authors appears to be les8 
conspicuouB dLle to the deep br- own colour of the body. The maximum 
size recorded is 830 mm.) while the largest specime n in the present 
collection measured only 44~ mm. in length. 

Fig. 13. OphichthY$ 'tphalozona (Bleeker) 

There is no previous record of this species from Indian waters . It 
has a ' widespread di8tribution in the Indo·Pacific region baving been 
recorded from Singapore, Ambon, Ceram, New Guinea, Philippines, 
Australia, China, Formosa and Japan. -

Ophichthys apicalis (Benn ett). 

This species, locally" known as 'devar', is fairly abundant in Sassoon 
Dock and Versova., being caught always in the bag-net catch es. I t 
is available throughout the year at \both these places and generally 
o~curs along wi t,h the small shrimp catches. It is a small vermiform 
fi sh with greenish tint in f re sh cond ition. Ventrally the colour is more 
wh itish . The tail is more than It time. the length of the rest of the 
body. Dorsal commences from above the origin of pectoral. The 
teeth are uniserial but vomerines ale irregularly distributed. The 
maximum size tecorded is 430 mm., while the largest specimen observed 
at Bombay measured 308 mm in length. 

Fig. 14. Ophichthys apicalis (Bennett) 

This species is also not recorded from Indian waters 
although it has been reported from South Africa, Madagascar, 
Singapore , Java, Celebes, Philippines and China. 
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