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(Strickland, 1960; Fogg and Belcher, 1961; Fogg, 1965) . The specific growth 
constant 'k' depends on the species and even the races within the species and 
environmental factors. This stud y forms a supplement to the observations 
on Tetraselmis gracilis (Joseph et al. , in press ). 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 

Three species Thalassiosira sub/ilis, Tetraselmis gracilis and Synuhocystis 
salina collected from estuary, inshore and offshore regions respectively were 
selected fo r the present study. Thalassiosira subtilis, of Baci llariopbyceae 
co llected from the estuary at salinity 20 "/0 . and Tetraseimis gracilis, a green 
flagellate and Synechocystis salina of Cyanophyceae collected from salinity 
of 32 %. were grown in media (Miquel ' s modified by Ketchum and Redfield , 
1938) having the corresponding salinity. One week old actively growing cells 
of Thalassiosira subtilis and Synechocystis salina \vere inoculated into two sepa­
rate flasks each containing media of two different sa linity, their initial co n­
centrations being 220 and 510 cells/ ml respective ly. Several experiments were 
carried out using Tetroseimis gracilis, their initia l concentrations va ried from 
200 to 1700 cells/m\. These cultures we re grown in diffused day li ght at room 
temperature under aeration. Aliquots of the culture we re taken every 
alternate day to measure the organ ic prod ucti on by Ct4 technique . Cell 
counts were taken with haemocytomete r. Activi ty of filter was determined 
on a Geiger Counting System (Electronics Co rporati on of India) hav ing a 
cou nt ing efficiency of 3.2"/0. 

GROWTH RATE 

The three species showed different trends in growth - in the length of 
each phase, in generat ion t ime and growth constants . In Miquel 's medium 
(modified) Tetraselmis gracilis from an initial concentratiQn of 200 cells j ncre­
ased to 1000 ce ll s/ml by the second day and then to 30,000 cells on the tbird 
day. By the fifth day, the conccntrat ioll reached 100,000 cells/m\' The highest 
K value of 0.07 (hours) -1 was obtained on tbe third day whe n the mean 
generation time t g was 10 hours. (Fig. 2). From the n on , the growth trend 
of the cu lture was followed for abou t a month . Though apparently no 
senecence was noticed, there was a steady decrease in the K va lue and a 
progressive increase in the mean generation time t $t. The K value dropped 
to 0.01 (hours) -I by the 25th day and thereafte r continued at this level till 
the 35th day when the mean doubling time was 70. The growth constants 
and mean generation time we re also ca lculated from ca rbon production·. 
The lowest generation time obtained is 37 and the co rresponding value (i. e. , 
the highest K value) is 0.019 (hours) -\. On the third day wbile the cell 
counts give the ge neration time 10 hours production val ue shows generation 



"'0 
5i 
CD 
"-
<!) 

<.f) 

" 
M 

- N 

."'l 
0 

X ('Ig 

N Cl 
CO 
"-

(J) 
<!) 

<.f) 

0::: 
" 

W 
"" CD 

:L N 

~ 

Z-O 
Cl 
CD 

..J "-
<!) 

..J 
<.f) 

W 
" U 
M 

N 

Growth characteristic. of Phytoplankters 

_ _ :;;<$J;..,;-rJX'-;;-,"o::,.o;".,:o ° '\P 
° ° ° ° 

GROWTH PATTERN OF TETRASELMIS 
GRACILIS IN MIQUEL'S MEDIUM 

(MODlfIEO BY kETCHUM ~ RECfIW» 

5 1 0 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 6065 70 75 80 
AGE OF CULTURE IN DAYS 

Fig. I Growth pattern of Tetraselmi. gracilis in Miquel ' s 

medium (modified by Ketchum and Redfield). 
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time as 37. Tbe tg value for a similar Chlorophycean flagellate Dunaliella 
~uchlora is 12 hours (McLeod, 1957) . As the culture grew old there was a 
steady increase in tbe tg value and corresponding decrease in tbe growth 
constant. On tbe 15th day the generation time showed by carbon production 
was 70, it was only 32 for cell counts. The corresponding K values are 
0.010 and 0.022 (bours) -I. On the 25th day tbe K value dropped to 0.004 
(bours)-I as evidenced by ca rbon production , taking 175 hours for doubling 
and tbereafter continued at this level till the 35th day. K value on the 25th 
day was 0.014 as sbown by the cell multiplication and the corresponding 
generation time was 50 hours. Thereafter there was a steady decrease and 
corresponding increase in generation times. Thus on the 35th day the 
growth constant was 0.010 time (hours) -I and mean generation time was 70 
bours. 
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Fig. 2 Growth trend and generation time of Tetraje/mis gracilis. 
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In ullenriched sea water the lowest generation time obtained was SOhours 
i. e., on the 4th day, the growth constant being 0.014 (hours) -1. During the two 
weeks observation the growth constant dropped to 0.004 (hours) -Ion the 10th 
day indicating a mean generation time of 175 hrs. While 10fLg at P0 4 -P/ I 
was added there was a slight increase in the growth constant from 0.014 to 
0.022 (hours)-I giving a mean generation of 32 hrs. Here the lowest growth 
constant and the highest mean generation time were 0.007(hours) -I and 100 hrs. 
(8th day) respectively as against 0.004 (hours)-I and 175 hrs. (lOth day) in the 
unenriched sample. When both IOfLg at PO. - P/ L and 10 fLg at N0 3 - N IL 
were added the growth condition improved further (Fig. 3). On the second 
day the growth constant was 0.043 (hours) -1 and mean doubling time 16 
hour s. The lowest growth constant U.012 (hours) -1 was recorded on the 
14th day with a mean generation time of 58 hours. 
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Fig. 3 (a) Effect of phosphate and nitrate on generation time 
in Tetraselmis gracilis. 

(b) Generation time of Tetraseimis gracilis In enriched 
and non-enriched medium. 

Thaiassiosira subtilis from an initial concentration of 220 cellsl ml on 
the second day reached 220000 cells/ rnl on the 10th day. The highest growth 
constant of 0.056 (hours) -I was recorded on the second day and the correspon­
ding lowest'generation time was 13 hours as shown by the cell multiplication 
(Fig. 4). The lowest. growth constant and the highest generation time 
obtained during this period were 0.029 (hours) -I and 24 hours respectively. 
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