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PREFACE 

Penaeid shrimp amprise one of the most econ~cally important 

marine products because of its universal appeal, unique taste, high unit 

value, and ever increasing demand in the international market as it has been 

given the prime importance both dcmestically and world wide. This unlimited 

demand for shrimp in the mrld market resulted in the over exploitation of 

the natural shrimp stocks in many parts of the world including the coastal 

waters of India. While fisheries for shrimp have declined in the natural 

resources due to over exploitation, there has been a concomitant surge for 

the production of expoitable varieties of shrimps. In this context 

aquaculture of penaeids has emerged as the only viable alternative for 

sustaining and expanding the industry. Penaeid shrimp culture is a field 

to which most of the countries have attached great iqortance as it is highly 

profitable with luxury food items which cmand high prices and earns g o d  

amount of foreign exchange. Shrimp culture has emerged as a major frontier 

of modern aquaculture in recent years in India. 

The giant tiger prawn - P. monodon ( fig 1 ) has been idientif ied 

as the best species for culture operations, due to its high market demands, 

faster growth rate, laryer size, and increased tolerance capacity. In India 

the ccmnercial aquaculture has been synonymous with brackishwater shrimp 

farming. It is surprising to note that in the total cultured prawn production 

P. rnoncdon constituted the highest percentage of 75% in India and its share - 

is around 61.00% in the total world's farmed shrimp production. 

Globally the scientific cormunity is engaged in research on the 

induced maturation of romnercially important species of shrimps aiming to 

the betterment of technologies over the already available eyestalk ablation 

techniques especially in pond reared shrimps. In spite of all the 
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