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Bleaching of Zoanthus sp in Thikkodi  beach

Wide spread bleaching in colonies

of Zoanthus sp due to loss of
chlorophyll from their symbiotic
zooxanthellae was noticed at Thikkodi
beach during the third week of May
2010.

The zooxanthellae are normally
expelled from the zoanthids when the
polyps are placed under stress conditions
such as higher salinity, higher
temperatures or under starvation.  In
Thikkodi beach, sea surface temperature
during this period ranged from33- 34º
C. Samples of Zoanthus sp from
bleached as well as healthy colonies were
preserved for detailed observation.

First record of hound shark, Mustelus mosis from Calicut

Occurrence of a houndshark,

Mustelus mosis,   was noticed
during the last week of May, 2010 in the

landings of multi-day trawlers operating
from at Beypore. Musteus mosis, belongs
to the family Triakidae, inhabiting the

continental shelves of western Indian
ocean at depths ranging between 200
and 250 m. They are small to medium
sized sharks  and grow up to 150 cm.
Houndsharks are distinguished by
possessing two large spineless dorsal fins,
an anal fin, and oval eyes with nictitating
eyelids.  They are found throughout the
world in warm and temperate waters,
where they feed on fishes and
invertebrates on the seabed and
midwater.

(Reported by:  P. P. Manojkumar, Calicut

Research Centre of CMFRI)

Mustelus mosis landed at Calicut

Pin cushion star fish spotted at Palk Bay, Mandapam

Culcita novaeguinea  Ventral view

Culcita novaeguinea,

the Pin cushion star

fish reoccurred after five

decades in the Palk Bay area

of Mandapam., which

generally feeds on young

polyps of coral reefs.

(Reported by:

Kakati, V. S.,

N. Ramamurthy

and K. Vinod)
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