Unusual fishery of Chank along Puducherry
coast

A modified trawl net exclusively made for gastropod
chank fishery was deployed along the
Puducherry coast during October 2008
to February 2009. For chank fishery, a
new bed has been located off
Pudupattinam at a depth of 10 to 25m
where the sea bottom is loose muddy
with chanks buried underneath. The
length of trawl net deployed for the
fishery was 300 m wherein thefoot rope
was attached with the additional sinkers
weighing around 300 kg to sink the net
to the muddy bottom and scoop the
gastropods present in the bottom of the sea. The gastropods
Xancus pyrum and Hemifusus sp. were caught along with
some bottom fish. Each haul landed around 15 to 25 chanks
of 144 mm averagelength (av.wt.195g). Each chank fetched
Rs.400 - 500/- in the landing centre.
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Xancus pyrum



