Sighting of arare whale (FeIrFIEEO ST E)

Indopacetus pacificus (Longman, 1926), Longman's 3[HTIRUT dH E{!Q'Rﬁ trggr

beaked whale (also known as Indo-pacific beaked whale . .
or tropical bottlenose whale) is a rare ziphid restricted to FIE T (T, 1926), whmw aﬁq@ = S
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it was one of the least known species among living toothed
whales, as only vague information was available on their
field characteristics. During arecent survey on board FORV
Sagar Sampada, a group of Longman’s beaked whale was
sighted in the southern Bay of Bengal at position 6°18' N
latitude and 85°50' E longitude on January 28, 2009. The
group consisted of five large whaleswith approximate body
length ranging from 5-6m. From the body length, the group
was determined to be consisting of adults and sub-adullts,
as the maximum recorded adult length of this species is
6.5m.

The whale was sighted by P.P. Manojkumar, Calicut
Research Centre of CMFRI

(Demersal Fisheries Division)
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