DFO Kannur registered a criminal case
against the fishermen of Malabar Region for
catching whale sharks and selling of its meat

A whale shark, Rhincodon typus measuring 12 m. in
length and 2500 kg. in weight was caught by the fishermen
of Thalassery about 30 nautical miles from the shore. The
whale shark was entangled in the gill net on 22.09.2008.
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It was brought to the shore by dragging
and later on it was sold to afish vendor.

On sighting the newspaper reports [#&
of catching of the whale shark, the &
District Forest Officer, Kannur has
registered a case against the fishermen
under thewild life Protection Act, 1972
for catching the whale shark and selling
the meat in the market. Thisisthe first
instance of such a case registered
against the fishermen from this area
under the Act. In July 2001, the Ministry of Environment
and Forests included the Whale Shark in Scheduled | of
Indian Wild Life Protection Act, 1972, thus giving the
whale shark maximum protection and making it the first
marinefish listed in the Indian Wild Life Act. It isworth to
mention at this point that several countries, such as the
Maldivesand the Philippines, passed laws protecting whale
sharks and switched over to ecotourism.

(Reported by Dr. P.P. Manoj Kumar, Senior Scientist,
Calicut Research Centre of CMFRI)
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