
length 81-85 mm TL). Among females 55% were mature.

The size of F. indicus was also significantly larger and ranged
from 146-155 mm TL. At Puthiyappa, Calicut, 19.2 t of shrimps
were landed by ring-seines and 85% was constituted by M.
dobsoni and the rest by F. indicus. Aggregation of shrimps at
Chombala, Kannur district was reported and 350 t were landed
within three days in July. Aggregation of shrimps above the sea
bed is a common phenomenon during monsoon along the Kerala
coast consequent upon the upwelling, but compared to the
previous year, the shrimp fishery was lucrative and prolonged
during this period at Cochin. (Crustacean Fisheries Division)

Development of Knowledge based information system
for marine fisheries sustainability

As a part of the newly reconstituted XI plan project,
“Development of Knowledge based information system for
marine fisheries sustainability (FRA/ASSESS/01)”, a self
managing sample selection software has been devised. It works
with the MS Access database as the backend and keeps track of
the sampling fractions allocated to various zones of all the
maritime states. The work programmes issued periodically to
field staff located at different centres will be generated in bilingual
(Hindi and English) format by the new software. Apart from that
the software has been enriched with a module which keeps track
of expenditure incurred and also of the possible last minute
changes taking place in the programmes.

(Fishery Resource Assessment Division)

Successful completion of growout of blue swimmer crab
Portunus pelagicus using formulated feed (Kovalam
Crab Feed) and closed recirculatory rearing systems

Baby crabs of P. pelagicus consisting of males (15–34 mm CL
range) and females (18-31 mm CL) were cultured in cement tanks
at a stocking density of (6 nos/m2) at Kovalam Field Laboratory
of MRC of CMFRI, Chennai for a period of 90 days using
formulated pellet feed. The feed pellets of 2 mm diameter and 40
mm length comprised of the main ingredients animal protein meal
– 30% (paste shrimp powder 15%, shrimp head powder -15%,
sardine meal – 20% and mixture of silver belly, lizard fishes, flat
fishes, trash crabs etc. – 50%) plant source – soya meal – 40%
and wheat gluten 20%, lipids, mineral and vitamin mix-6% and
binders -4%. The rearing system was provided with fluidized
bed filters, air lift pump recirculating the water from the bed and
thus maintaining uniform water quality. The final survival rate
was 60% and the yield was 2.6 kg, the net weight increase
observed was 1.77 kg and the food conversion ratio of the feed
used was calculated as 1.9. An average growth rate of 0.4 mm
CL was recorded which is almost comparable with the results
when grown on fresh clams and trash fish.

(Kovalam Field Centre, Chennai)

Unusual landings of the lizardfish Trachinocephalus
myops

Unusual landings of the lizardfish Trachinocephalus myops were
recorded at Kasimedu Fishing Harbour in Chennai in the first
fortnight of April 2007, before closure of trawl fishing activities
along the coast. This is the first record of T. myops in the
commercial landings at Chennai. The bulk of the lizardfish

landings by trawl nets at this
centre usually compose of
Saurida undosquamis. In
April 2007, however, T.
myops contributed more than
80% of the lizardfish
landings at Kasimedu. The
lizardfish catch also
comprised of S. tumbil, S.
micropectoralis, S.

undosquamis and Synodus indicus, the latter been recorded for
the first time in the commercial trawl landings at this centre.

(Demersal Fisheries Division, MRC of CMFRI, Chennai)

Landings of jelly fish at Ongole

Unusual landings of the jelly
fish (Munthakayalu in
Telugu) were recorded at
Nizampatnam harbour and
Vodarevu, Ongole during
21st May to 11th June.
Catches ranged from 300 to
800 kg/unit/day brought by
catamarans operating
chanduvala valu. The

headless jelly fishes were sold at the rate of Rs.7-12 per fish.

(Ongole Field Centre of CMFRI)

Biodiversity of marine fish

A total of 232 species of exploited finfishes were identified from
different gears at the Mangalore and Malpe fish landing centres.
Species composition was quantified, morphology studied and
the data base for species was made. Shark species like
Carcharhinus ambionensis and Galeocerdo cuvier were recorded
for the first time from Karnataka waters. Twenty species of rare
occurrence were also recorded during the period.

(Mangalore Research Centre)

Treatment regimen developed for swim bladder
syndrome in grouper

Significant breakthrough
has been achieved in the
treatment of grouper fish
with swim bladder
syndrome. The characte-
ristic symptoms were
upside down swimming
movements, inflation of
swim bladder with
protrusion of urogenital
opening. This generally occurs when the water temperature is
above 26oC. Controlling water temperature has prevented further
occurrence of such symptoms. Oxytetracycline @50 mg/kg body
weight on alternate days intraperitoneally for 5 days and deflation
of swim bladder using an epidural needle with stillette has cured
the fish and the fish came back to normalcy in a fortnight.

(Vizhinjam Research Centre)

Trachinocephalus myops

Fishers sorting jellyfish

Deflating the swim bladder of
the affected fish
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