
shrimps were sold for Rs.7,635/-.

The experiment shows that Penaeus semisulcatus is amenable to
high density culture with very high survival rate and biomass
production in raceway culture systems.  Further experiments are
in progress to study the growth, survival and biomass production
in different feeding regimes. (Mariculture Division)

Brood stock of
Epinephelus malabaricus
developed

Mature broodstock of
artificially sex-inverted
males and females of
Epinephelus malabaricus
were developed at the

Vizhinjam Research Centre which are now ready for the breeding
experiments. (Vizhinjam Research centre)

Sea ranching of seed of cuttlefish Sepia pharaonis

About 600 numbers of Sepia pharaonis juveniles produced in
the shellfish hatchery of Vizhinjam Research Centre were sea-
ranched during October to December. More than 90 % survival
rate was obtained during the rearing of cephalopod larvae.

(Vizhinjam Research Centre)

Continuous breeding in captivity achieved in offshore
scyllarid lobster Petrarctus rugosus

The lobsters were maintained in complete darkness. The tank
bottom was provided with sand substrate. Experiments were
carried out in the water salinity ranging from 26 – 36 ppt.  Best
results were obtained in lower salinity regimes (26 – 30 ppt).
The animals were fed ad. libitum on meat of the wedge clam
Donax cuneatus.

(Kovalam Field Laboratory, Madras Research Centre)

Heavy landings of Indian scad at Chennai

Unusually heavy landings of
Indian scad Decopterus russelli
was observed at Kasimedu
Fisheries Harbour, Chennai in
December. About 46 t of D.
russeli were landed by trawlers
in 3 days. They were sold at a
very low price. (Madras
Research Centre)

Landings of squid Doryteuthis
sibogae at Chennai

There was unusually heavy
trawl landings of squid
Doryteuthis sibagae at
Kasimedu Fish Landing centre,
Chennai during October.  This
was comparatively higher than
the same period of previous
year landings. The maximum

length of Doryteuthis sibogae observed was 333 mm, which is
the largest size recorded for the species at this landing centre.

(Madras Research Centre)

Deep sea mud shrimp landings at Chennai
Solenocera hexti, commonly known as deep sea mud shrimp was

landed on 15th, 27th and 28th December by trawl.  These shrimps
usually occur at a depth of 150-200 mm and are caught in deep
sea trawls.  The females ranged in total length from 61-105 mm
and males from 58-100 mm.  Totally around 10 t of this species
were landed. Females (65%) dominated over the opposite sex
(35%) in the catches. (Madras Research Centre)

Change in name of the deep sea glass sponge

The glass-sponge reported as Hyalonema sp. in the News Letter
No.111 July-September 2006 p.3  is re-identified as Monorhaphis
chuni (Schulze, 1904) and its taxonomic lineage is as follows:

Phylum - Porifera
Class - Hexactinellida
Subclass - Amphidiscophora
Order - Amphidiscosida
Family - Monorhaphididae (Pelagic Fisheries Division)

New records and species of corals

Assessed the live and dead coral cover of 13 islands of Gulf of
Mannar Bio Reserve (GOMBR) and collected four new records
(Genera Acropora and Montipora) to India and 4 species (Genus
Acropora) new to science. (Marine Biodiversity Division)

Preparation of n3 polyunsaturated fatty acid concentrates
from sardine oil by bacterial lipase

The solvent fractions of highly unsaturated n3 fatty acid
concentrate as slightly yellowish oil (2.15 ± 0.28 g, 23 ± 1.79 %)
has been purified from sardine oil free fatty acids by
chromatographically purified bacterial lipase (0.25 g, 40-70 units/
g protein). The enzyme was found to be specific for concentrating
n3 fatty acids, particularly EPA and linoleic acid, which obtained
at a purity of 39.59 ± 2.03% and 12.48 ± 1.26%, respectively.

(PNP Division)

Experimental whole cell killed vaccine against Vibrio
anguillarum for Epinephelus malabaricus

Humoral antibody response and protective immunity were
evaluated in juveniles of Epinephelus malabaricus vaccinated
by intraperitoneal injections with the experimental vaccine
containing formalin killed whole cells of a virulent strain of Vibrio
anguillarum emulsified with Freund’s complete adjuant. The
serum antibody agglutination titre and Relative Percentage
Survival (RPS) values were significantly higher in vaccinated
groups compared to control groups. (PNP Division)

Marine mammal mtDNA sequences submitted in GenBank

A total of 15 Mitochondrial DNA sequences from 11 individuals
of 6 marine mammal species were submitted to the GenBank
(NCBI) during the reporting quarter as shown below:

(1) Stenella longirostris (Pantropical spinner dolphin)

Sl. Sample code & mt DNA region GenBank
No. Accession No

1 CH07 control region EF057435
2 CH6 Cytochrome b (Cytb) gene EF057434
3 CH9 Cytochrome b (Cytb) gene EF057436
4 CH17 Cytochrome b (Cyt b) gene EF057437
5 CH18 Cytochrome b (Cytb) gene EF057438
6 VRC/Dol/06 Cytochrome b (Cytb) gene EF057433

Broodstock of E. malabaricus

Baskets full of Indian scad

Doryteuthis sibogae
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